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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 



Lessons. — The Lessons are praduated, with an adaptation to Senior 
and Junior Classes, the larger and smaller types being used so as, at 
once, to catch the eye. Where the small type onUf is used, as in 
some of the later Lessons, the quantity of matter was found too 
great for the limited space allotted to each Lesson. 

iE^ading. — ^Portions of Scripture for Daily Beading are selected to 
encourage the regular reading of God's Holy Word amongst the 
young. 

The example of a Teacher reading the same daily portion as the 
Scholars, may, with God's blessing, be found very helpful. 

Method. — ^Much depends on the method of opening any Lesson, both 
in secwring attention, and success in teaching. For instance, the first 
Lesson has its chief point in the opening question — "Who was 
Christ ? '' To ask for an immediate answer would cause failure in 
the Method ; but if the Teacher begins somewhat in this manner : — 
"Now, dear children, I am going to ask you a very important 
question, one which our Lord Himself asked. Let us see what St. 
Peter answered," &c., and go on to find out what St. Matthew, St. 
Luke, and St. John said ; attention will then be secured and interest 
may be aroused. 

Sketch Lessons.— The Notes are supplemented by the addition of a 
series of Specimen Sketch Lessons and a few Hints on Methods of 
Teaching. Method is really of the greatest importance in teaching. 
Most Teachers have a tolerable knowledge of Scripture, but few 
know sufficiently well how to impart it. It is the aim of these 
Sketch Lessons to assist the Teacher in this direction. 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. i 



Subject : BIRTH OF CHRIST. 



Daily Portions of 
Illustrative Reading for 
Teachers and Scholars. 

St. Matthew. 
SUNDAY ... ch. 1.1-17 



MONDAY 



a 



18-25 



St. Lukb. 
TUESDAY ... ch. 2. 1-7 



WEDNESDAY... „ 8-20 

Hagoai. 
THURSDAY ... ch. 2. 1-9 



Isaiah. 
FRIDAY ... ch. 7. 10-16 



SATURDAY 



ch. 9. 1-7 



Column fbr Notes, Illastrations, &c. 



J£WISH T£STIMOinr. 

Now there was abont this time Jesus, a wise 
man, if it be lawful to call Him a mun, for 
He was a doer of wonderful works — a teacher 
of 8uch men as receive the truth with plea- 
sure. He drew over to Him both many of the 
Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was 
(the) Christ ; and when Pilate, at the EUgges- 
tion of the principal men amongst us, had 
condemned Him to the Cross (a.d. 38, April 
8id), those that loved Him at the first did 
not forsake Him, for He appeared to them 
alive again the third daj, as the Divioe 
Prophet had foretold these and ten thousaud 
other wonderful things concerning Him ; and 
the tribe of Christians, so named from Him, 
are not extinct at this daj. — Josephus* 
{Awtiq.f xviii. 8.) 



THE MAJESTY OF GHEIST. 

There is a Being In Whose breath livefi the whole 
immensity of worlds, Who with the faintest wish 
coald blot them all from existence, and Who after 
they had ail vanished away lilce a dream would 
remain filling the whole tremendous solitude they 
left .... Hear Uls voice attesting His own 
eternal sovereignty : *' Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but My words shall not pass awav." But 
who is He that thus builds the throne of His glory 
upon the ruins of earth and heaven ; who is He 
that thus triumphs over a perishing nniverse. 
Himself alone eternal and impassible ? The child 
of a Jewish woman. He who was laid in a manger, 
because there wus no room for Him in the inn at 
Bethlehem!— JZtfv. W. A. Butter* 



ANGIEHT CHRISTMAS CAROL. 

** Shepherds lay afield that night to keep their 

fleecy sheep : 
Hobts of Angels in their sight came down from 

Heaven's steep. 
Tidings 1 Tidings unto yon I To yon a child is 

bom. 
Purer than the drops of d^w, and brighter than 

the mom." 



Uo. 1- — ^otts of ^tswras mt St. ^altjieto's (Sosjptl. 

(St. Matthbw 1. 1-26.) 

Learn—St Luke, ch. 2, ver. 14. 



BRIEF 
SUMMARY. 



I.— Who was Christ ? 

II.— Prophecies oono§ming His Birth. 

III.— The Ciroumstances attending His 
Birth. 

IV.— Why was Christ Bom ? 



INTRODtrCTIOK.— Sfc. Matthew's Gospel is universally admitted to be the 
earliest history of our Lord, written about the year a.d. 42,* although 
some fix it so late as A.d. 69. It was intended primarily for the Jews 
to prove that Jesus was the Messiah. Many Jewish customs are not 
explained, but assumed to be understood by those to whom St. Matthew 
wrote; the Old Testament is frequently quoted, and the genealogy 
of our Lord is fi^ven, tracing His descent from Abraham, and occupying 
a position of great prominence in the Gospel. These are some of the 
reasons assigned for the statement that this Gospel was, in the first 
instance, written by St. Matthew for his own nation. 

* Oxford Bible notes. 



I.— Who was Christ ? 

1. Oar Lord asked a similar question 
— ** Whom do men say that I am? " 
See Peter's answer (St. Mark 8. 
27-29). 

2. St. Matthew thinks the qnef^tion im- 
portant, for in ch. 1. he traces the giene- 
alogf of Jesus, as the Son of David and 
Abraham. 

8. St. Luke also in ch. 3. ver. 88, extends 
the family roll upwards to Adam, 
" which was the Son of God." 

4. St. John (ch. 1.) calls Christ by other 
names — ^the Word^ the Lights and ex- 
plains that this Christ was the Son of 
God. 

It was to convince the Jews of the 
truth, that Christ was the true Messiah, 
and to show forth the character of His 
Kingdom, that St. Matthew especially 
wrot^ his Gosp^ — {See Additional 
Note.) 

Note l.^This question teaches at 
once, as the first step in Ekoripture tiuth, 
the doctrine of the Trinity— a mystery, 
but to be received and beheved by Ood's 
faithful people. Comi>are St. Matt. 
28. 19, 2 Cor. 13. 14, and Ex. 20. 1-8, 
Deut. 6. 4, and 1 Cor. 8. 4. It is 



II.— Prophecies conoeming 
His Birth. 

1. In Eden. — Immediately after the 
fall (Gen. 8. 15) a child to be bom 
which should bruise the serpent's 
head. — {See Daily Portion, Isa. 9.) 

2. To Abraham.— A child to be bom, 
and all the nations of the earth to 
be blessed (Gen. 12. 2, 3 ; 22. 18). 

8. To Jadsh. — ^The time of His coming 
mentioned Oen. 49. 10. 

4. Also foretold by Prophets and Kinvs ; 
Moses (Deut. 18. 15) ; David (Ps.2. 6); 
Isaiah(7. 14;9.6; 58.). 

Note 2. — In Gal. 4. 4 it is said Ood 
sent forth His Son in " the fulness of 
time." Just 4,000 years had passed 
sinee the fall— the sceptre had departed 
from Judah— Boman power all over the 
world— one official language known — 
the Jews were loc^ldng for a king<* 
nations and people were expecting some 
great event {tee ftext Leeeon) whence 
the world seemed prepared more than 
at any other time for the coming of our 
Loitl. 



|[a, 1.— |fot« rf f wsans wx $t P^aftj^tta's (PospeL 



Ill.—Oironmstanoes attend- 
ing His Birth. 

I, Humaa , Partittage. (Read ver. 
18-25.) 

( 1 .) Joseph and Mary, both of royal 
lineage — of the bouse of David 
— yet poor, Joeeph, a carpenter 
(St. Matt. 18. 55), aod somewhat 
looked down on in consequence. 

(2.) The Child is of the Holy Ghost 
— is the Son of God. An Ang^l 
appears to Joseph to guide and 
settle his mind aboat Mary (ver, 
18-20). Joseph not yet married 
to Mary — *< eeponsed," that is 
betrothed or engaged. 

(8.) HiB Name.— " Jesns, Savionr 
(▼er. 21), for He shall sare His 
people from tbeir sins " (See St. 
liuke 2. 21 ), giyen at circnmcision, 
jnst as names now are given to 
children at baptism. — {See Daily 
Portion J lea. 7.) 

8. Place of Birth. 

(1.) Bethlehem (ch. 2. ver. 1), their 
hereditary home, in which, 1,000 
years before, Boaz and Jesse and 
I)avid had lived. 

(2.) The Romans had ordered all 
the world to be taxed or num- 
bered (St. Luke 2. 1-5) ; and the 
Jewish law required each to be 
enrolled in bis ancestral city. 

(3.) The Story of Chrtst'8 
Birth. Refer briefly to the de- 
scription by 'St. Luke. (Farrar 
thinks the story there told is in 
the words of Mary.) Inn full of 
visitors— Jesus bom In stable and 
laid in manger — Jesus* birth- 
place. So from His birth our 



Lord taught that the soul of the 
greatest monarch wa$a no dearer 
or greater in God's sight tban the 
soul of bis meanest slave. — {Refer 
to JosephtUj <u to the Jact of 
Jetua* birthf and the great im- 
pression created on the Jewith 
mind by Hie life,) 

IV.— Why was Olirist Bom? 

Review Lesson thus: We have 
seen that Jesus was the Son of 
God — that prophets, priests, and 
kings foretold His coming — that He 
laid aside His glory (Isa. 6. 1 -6) and 
became a chud — Why then loas 
ChriU Born? 

1. To redeem a lost world (1 John 
8. 5-8). 

2. To give His life for us, and 
make known the love of God the 
Father in Christ Jesus, our Lord 
(John 8. 16),— (Refer to *' Majesty 
of ChrUt" Sutler, 

8. To set us an example (Heb. 
10. 7, and 1 Pet. 2. 21). 



APPLICATION. 

(1.) As Jesus died for us, and bought 
us with His own precious blood (1 
Cor. 6. 20, and 7. 28), we truly belong 
to Him. 

(2.) We are not our own, but bought 
with a price (1 Pet. 1. 18, 19). 

(8.) Should we not then render Him 
hearty thanks for His mercy and 
goodoess, and as the Catechism, 
say^ Seek to " Worship Him, serve 
Him, and obey Him, as we ought 
to do." 



Additional Vote on St. Matthev'B Gospel from Helps t^. the Study of the Bible- 
(Oxford), 

The true character of the Messiah is attested*:— 



1. By His lineal desooat and Divine re- 
velation of JIi9 birtli (1-41. 

2. By the manifestation of His triple office 
IPtophet, Priest, and Kin^r), in oonfliot 
'With the popular ideas (5«>i6). 

3. Bj unfoldmft the true nature of His 
Kingdom and its future history, in 
contrast irith that of the aBdent world 
(16-20). 



4. By His self-saisrifice and humiliation 

(21-24). 
'5. By prophetic revelation^ of the judg-, 

ment of the Jewish nation, and of the- 

world (24, 25). 

6. By ais sacerdotal presentation of Him* 
Wf as the atoning sacrifice (26, 27). 

7. By Sis glorification at the right hand 
of power (28). 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 2. 



Subject : THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN. 



Daily Portions of 

niiLstrative Reading for 

Teachers and Scholars. 



Oolman for Notes, Illustrations, &c. 



Matthbw. 
SUNDAY ... ch.2.M2 



MONDAY ... „ 18-18 



TUESDAY ... „ 19-28 

Ibaiah. 
WEDNESDAY... ch.60.1-7 



THUESDAY ... „ 8-14 



FEIDAY 



„ 15-22 



MiOAH. 

SATUBDAY ... ch. 6. 1-8 



THE WISE MEN. 

There was a double tradition as to their 
nmnber. Angpostine and Ghrysostom say 
that there were twelve; bat the common 
belief — arising, perhaps, from the triple 
gifts — is that they were three in number. 
The Venerable Bede even gives us their 
names^ their country, and their appearance. 
Melchior was an old man, with white hair 
and long beard : Caspar, a ruddy and beard- 
less youth; Balthasar, swarthy and in the 
prime of life. We are further informed by 
tradition that Melchior was a descendaat of 
Shem, Caspar of Ham, and Balthasar of 
Japheth. Thus they are made representa- 
tives of the three periods of life, and the 
three divisions of the globe. (See Farrar*8 
"Life of Christ;' vol. i., p. 27.) 

NEGLECTED OPPOBTUNITIES. 

It is not always those who have most 
religious privileges who give Christ most 
honour. We might have thought that the 
Scribes and Pharisees would have been the 
first to hasten to Bethlehem, on the slightest 
rumour that the Saviour was born. A.few 
unknown strangers from a distant land were 
the first^ except the shepherds, to rejoice 
at His birtb. ** He came unto His own, and 
His own received Him nof (John 1. 11). 
What a mournful picture this of human 
nature ! How often the verv persons who 
live nearest to the means of Grace are those 
who neglect them most ! — Bishop Ryle, 

H7MN. 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning I 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid ; 

Star of the East I the horizon adorning I 
Guide where our Infant Bedeemer is laid. 

Bishop Heber, 

4 
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(8t. Matthew 2, 1-12.) 

Learn— Hosea, ch, 6. ver. S. 



BRIEF 
SUAIMARY. 



I.— Who were the Wise Men ? 

II.— How and from whence oame they ? 

III.— Why they oame. 

IV.— Their retnm to the East. 



INTRODUCTION. — ^Iq preyions Lesson it was said that all nations, at the 
time when our Lord Jesus Christ was bonii were looking for some great 
event to happen in the world. 

St Matthew, in chapter 2, proceeds to give an illustration of this 
in the story of the Yisit of the Wise Men to Bethlehem. 



I.— Who were the Wise Men? 

(Read ver. 1.) 



Called, in their own country, 
" magi," learned men — probably 
belonging to the order of priests — 
accustomed to observe the stars and 
heavenly bodies. 

England has its Astronomer Boyal — 
a very learned man, who acquaints the 
country about the stars, comets, &c., 
and who tells the correct Qreenwich 
time, and many other useful and 
learned things. 

The Wise Men may have held an 
office of similar use in their country. 

( Teach Zetson S here.) 



II.— How and from whence 
came they ? (Ver. i.) 

1. Their Ckitintry.— They came from the 
East. The East to U5, now, is taken to 
mean Egypt, or India, or China, or 
Japan. 

The East, in the time when our Lord 
was bom, meant the land from which 
Abraham came, or where Daniel was 
captive, where Nebuchadnezzar was 
king, and the Jews were in bondage 
and captivity. 

Very familiar to the mind of the Jew 
was the Eaet I 



2. Their Journey: From iht East to 
Jerusalem^ and thence to Bethlehem, 
If from Babylon or Nineveh, it was 
more than 600 miles, in direct line, 
over desert and dangerous country ; 
with no public conveyance such as 
travellers now can have in almost 
all countries, except this very one 
of which the Lesson speaks. 

This journey illustrates the patient 
endurancef telf-denialj and faith in 
GK)d, such as is shown now by our brave 
Missionaries going to strange and 
foreign lands on their Oospel errand. 

lllustrationt: Rev. Henry Martin, 
Bishop Patteson, Mrs. Hinderer, &c. 



8. Their Guide : The Star in the 
East. — {See Daily Portion^ Isa. 60.) 

Balaam speaks of this Star (Num. 
24. 17). 

Daniel tells the time of the 
Saviour's coming (Dan. 9. 25-27). 

This Star the Wise Men saw in the 
West, and it guided them to Jerusalem 
— ^whether it moved before them, like 
the Pillar of Cloud before the Israehtes, 
we cannot tell. On the journey from 
Jerusalem to Bethlehem it appears to 
have done so, and stood over where the 
young chUd was (ver. 9, 10). 

{Teach Leuon 4 here.) 
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III.— Why the Wise Men 
came from the East. 

1. To seek Jesus.— Bom King of the 
Jews (ver, 2), 

Made inquiries at JeruBalem, the 
chief citj of the Land, where King 
Herod lived. 

All Jerusalem troubled (ver. 3). 

Chief Priests questioned (ver. 4). 

Scriptures consulted (Siicah 5. 2). 

Herod's command (ver. 7, 8). 

2. To worship Him: (ver. 2 and 11). 

The Wise Men now loumey to 
Bethlehem. — {See Daily Portion^ 
Mlcah 6. 1-8.) 

The Star again guides their steps. 
The child is found. But^ how unlike 
a king! (ver. 11.) 

The child and His mother Mary 
in a stable — no pomp or splendour 
there (St. Luke 2. 7). 

Their faith must have been tried, 
yet they bow before Him and 
present their gifts ; gold, frank- 
incense, and myrrh (ver. 11). Gave 
their best gifts to Christ, and so 
ought we. 

{Teach Lesson I here.) 



IV. — Their return to the 
East. 

Yerse 12 : warned of God, they 
departed to their own country 
another way, carrying the good 
news to Gentiles. 

(.Teach Lesson 2 here.) 

Joseph directed to fly into Egypt 
with Mary and the child, where they 
remained until Herod's death 
(ver. 13). 

Herod in great rage (ver. 16) 
slew all the young children from 
two years old and under. 

(.Teach Lesson 5 here.) 



NOTE.—Cl) Teachtrs of Junior Classes 
may omit the portions printed in small 
type. (2) It is not intended that all the 
suggested Letsons he taught to any Class 
on one occasion; a selection should he made 
suited to the capacity of the scholars. 



We may learn from this 
remarkable Storj— 

1. That again God's Word teaches 
the Divinity of Our Lord — The 
Wise Men worship Him — that is 
adore Him (yer. 2-11)— and therein 
show a marvellous faith. 



2. That He was to be a Light to lighten 
the Gentiles, (See Church Service, 
Simeon's Prayer, also Fs. 2. 8 ; lea. 49. 
6, and Isa. 60. S.) God's blessing for all, 
first to the Jews, then to the Gentiles 
— ^the shepherds first, and then the 
Wise Men brought to Jcsos. This was 
the first Epiphany. 

3. That God deals with men yery much 
in the way that appeals to their ex- 
perience in their daily walk>-the Wise 
Men learned in stars, now are guided 
by a Star— Peter the fisherman is to 
become a fisher of men— Matthew do- 
yoted to his official calling, called to 
follow Christ. Children who love and 
trust fathers and mothers, are to come 
to Jesus in same way (Ps. 40. 4; 
St. Matt. 19. 11). 

4. That to eyery one who diligently seeks 
Jesus— a star to guide, some circum- 
stance of life, may serve to point the 
way to Christ (St. John 4. 7).— {See 
Anecdote f next page.) 



6. Also to those who seek Christ 
there is g^ven an outward sien 
lUce the Star of old to guide — the 
Bible (Fs. 119. 105): and an in- 
ward warning (ver. 12, 18), eyen 
His Holy Spirit to lead His people 
(St. John 16. 13). 



6. That we must not allow outward 
appearances to dim our faith in 
Clu'ist — He was found in stable, 
and so may be found now in the 
humblest house as well as the 
richest palace (Acts 16. 80; 
Phil. 1. 13). 
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SPEGIMEir SKETCH LESSOK. 

(FOR AN IKFAKT CLA£S.) 



1. The Wise Men. 

Their Journey — the East to Jeru- 
salem — more than 60U miles. 
Their Qvide^a, little star. 

2. Why did they travel so fiir? 

Xo see Jesus. 
To worship Him. 

8. Whom did they see ? 

Herod. 

The Chief Priests. 

Joseph and Mary. 

JESUS. 

4. How did they show their Faith ? 
They listened to Gk)d's Word. 
They obeyed God and not Herod. 
They worshipped Jesus. 

6, Can we be wise like them? 

Fm— 
By reading and loving God's 

Word. 
By obe^g its teaching. 
By seeking Jews. 
By finding Jesus, 
By worshipping Jesus, 
By giving our best gifts — our 

heart, our love, — to Him. 



METHOD. 

(HINTS AS TO TBACHIKO A LAROE 
INFANT CLASS IN SEPA]ii.TB ROOM.) 



(Learn or Repeat Text,) 

1. Lesson: 

Picture the Land of the East, 
Persia, the dreSs of the people, 
the camels, the great heat, the 
sand of the deserts^wild animals, 

8. Read passage about Wise Men 
(ver. 1-12). 
Again picture long journey, and 
now guided to Jerusalem, and 
whom the Wise Men saw. 

Hymn.—" Brightest and best,*' do. 
(Stand and Sing.) 

3. Simultaneously question out bo 

&r in Lesson. 

(yontinue the story ; 6 miles yet 
to travel to Bethlehem — the 
scene there in David's City. 

Tell something aboat the Home 
of Boaz, or Buth, or David, 
1,000 years before. 

4. Review Lesson, elliptically. 

6. Questions. — Ask - for individual 
answers, as to 4 and 5 heads of 
Sketch, so as to apply one 
thought — *' Can I be wise and 
truly love Jesus ? "— " His Holy 
Spirit will teach how." (St. 
John 16. 13.) 



ANECDOTE. 

Whsn Mungo Park was travelling in Africa, he was seized by banditti, 
plundered, and left almost destitute of clothing. In this situation he looked 
alround him with amazement and horror. In the midst of a vast wilderness, 
in the depth of the rainy season; naked and alone; surrounded by savage 
animals, and men still more savage; five hundred miles from the nearest 
European settlement ; no wonder that his spirits began to fail him. 

" At this moment," says he, " the extraordinary beauty of a small mof s, in 
fructification, irresistibly caught my eye. I could not contemplate the delicate 
conformation of its roots, leaves, and capsula without admiratioUi Can that 
Being, thought I, who planted, watered, and brought to perfection, in this 
obscure part of the world, a thin^^ which appears of such small importance, 
look with unconcern on the situation and sufferings of creatures formed after 
His own image ? Surely not I Reflections like these would not allow me to 
despair. I started up, and disregarding both hunger and fatigue, travelled 
forwards, assured that relief was at hand, and I was not disappointed." 



The above is an iUustrat'on of the way in which Teachers may use the Lessons in 

private preparation. 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 3. 



Subject : THE BAPTISM OF JESUS. 



Datly Portions of 

Illustrative Reading- for 

Teachers and Soholars. 



St. Matthbw. 
SUNDAY ... ch. 8. 1-12 



MONDAY ... „ 18-17 



St. Mark. 
TUESDAY ... ch. 1.1-11 

St. Luke. 
WEDNESDAY ... ch. 3. 16-22 

St. John. 
THURSDAY ... ch. 3. 1-8 

St. Mark. 

FRIDAY ...ch. 10. 13-16, 
and Acts 16. 25-33 

Acts. 
SATURDAY ... ch. 8. 2540 



Oolxunn for Notes, Illnstrations, fto. 



JOHN'S RITE OF BAPTISM. 

John w&^ a good man, and urged the Jews 
who were willing to live worthily, and to 
show uprightness one to another, and piety 
towards God, to he baptized. For baptism 
was approved of by him, not as a means of 
obtaining pardon for some sins only, but for 
the purity of the whole body, when the soul 
had been cUansed beforehand by righteous- 
ness. — Josephns, 



PARADISE REGAINED. 

Now had the great proclaimer, with a voice 
More awful than the sound of trumpet, cried 
Repentance, and Heaven's kingdom nigh at 
hand, 

To all baptiz3d j to his great baptism flocked 
With awe the regions round, and with them 
came, 

From Nazareth, the Son of Joseph deemed, 
To the fliod Jordan, came as then obscure, 
Unworked, unknown : but Him the Baptist 
soon 

Descried, divinely warned, and witness bore 
As to his worthier, and would have resigned 
To Him his heavenly ofiBcc, nor was long 
His witness unconfirmed : on Him baptized 
Heiven opened and, in likeness of a dove, 
The Spirit descended, while the Father's 
voice 

From Heaven pronounced Him His beloved 
Sod, 
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$flr. 3.— |[otts of '^mim an St ^tit^tWs (Sosfth 

(St. Matthew 3. 13-17.) 

LearnSt John, ch. 3. ver, 5. 



BRIEF 
SUMMABY. 



/ I.— Preparation for Work. 

{d\ At Home. 

(b) In Patient Waiting. 

II.— Gpnseoration to Work. 

(c) In Baptism. 
\ {d) By the Favour of Qod. 



INTRODIJOnON.— Thirty yean in onr Lord's life on earth are passed over 
-with bat little notice. That He dwelt in a city called Nazareth (ch. 2. 23) 
is all that is told by St. Matthew. The Apostle seems eager to show to 
his own nation, by the most convincing of proofs, that Jesus was the 
Messiah. The ** voice from Heaven " publicly announces this fact in 
the presence of John on the banks of the Jordan. 



I.— Preparation for Work. 

a. At Home. 

1. This we find, in ch. 11. ver. 23, 
was at Nazareth, where He dwelt. 

Nazareth means " branch,'^ 
which may explain (ver. 23, 
above) **He shall be called a 
Nazarene." (See Isa. 11. 1.) Also, 
it was a despised place, and may 
refer to the Itord'a lowly and 
despised condition (Isa. 53. 3). 

2. Jesu") was truly like one of us, 
except in sin (Heb. 4. 15). As 
a chtldj went to school and was 
taught to read (St. Luke 4. 16), 
was obedientf and grew up to man- 
hood, and won the Javour of men 
(St. Luke 2. 51, 52). 

3. He was iadustrious (St. Mark 
6. 3), and like other Jews learnt 
a trade, e.g., Paul a tent-maker 
(Acts 18. 3). 

b. In Patient Waiting. 

1. At 12 years of age He was "about 
His Father's business " (St. Luke 2. 
49). This visit to the Temple at 
Jerusalem is the only recorded inci- 
dent which the Evangelists note, after 
the return from Egypt, until " Jesus 
cometh from Galilee to Jordan unto 



John to be baptised of him " (ver. 13) . 
Yet He waits. (See Isa. 30. 18.) 

2. At 80 years of age He left His quiet 
home, to he baptized of John (St. 
Luke 8. 23), before beginning the 
real work for which He was sent into 
the world. At this age the Scrihes 
were sent out to teadi. The Levites 
also took up their priestly office' 
(Num. 4. 3). 30 years passed since 
the angels had sung His birth-song 
—since Mary received the heavenly 
visitor— since the shepherds were told 
of the Saviour. Probably Zacharias, 
Elizabeth, Simeon and Anna, the 
Wise Men, and the Shepherds were 
in their graves, and still His time 
was not yet come (St. John 2. 4). — 
{Refer to Milton, "Paradise Be- 
gained,") 

JUustraie. — ^When any one leayes 
home to enter a situation, or to 
begin a profession, how sad the 
day of parting to parents, brothers. 
Bisters I — somethmg of this in 
Galilee. 

The home-training will then tell 
upon the life : obedience and respect 
to parents, industry, the fear of 
God, the goodwill of man^ which 
Jesus, as man, showed in His life at 
Nazareth, were necessary prepara- 
tion for the greater work to follow. 
(See Heb. 5. 8.) If for Him, how 
much more for xts \ 



|i;0* 8.— ICotes td ?^t8S0iis an Bl Patfj^tfo's §a$fil 



II.— Consecration to Work. 

c. In Baptism. (Read passage, ver. 
13-17.) 

1. ExpLAiK "Consecration." Means 
solemnly devoted to Gtod's serrioe 
(Heb. 7. 28). 

2. The priests on taking up office were 
washed with water (Ex. 29. 4). Watih- 
ing in all ages a sign of cleansing — 
e.g.t Naaman (2 Kings 5. 10} ; David 
(Ps.51. 2; also Isa. 1. 16, Ez. 36. 25) 
— and was repeated as often as new 
uncleanness demanded. 

3. John's baptism was a new rite, done 
oncef on acceptance of his call to re- 
pentance ; hence our Lord's baptism 
gave Divine approval of the ordin- 
ance which is now observed in His 
Church on earth. — {Refer to Jose- 
phus.) 

4. Note thh Ciboumstanoes. — 
"He Cometh from Galilee" 
(ver. 13) — a willing service — ^no 
constraint. 

Thus, His first public act is to 
appear as an inferior before the 
Baptist, to ask a service at his hands, 
to enrol Himself as one of John's 
disciples (1 Cor. 12. 13). 

" John forbade him " (ver. 14). 
In ch. 3. ver. 11, we learn how 
he regarded Jesusj who was his 
cousin — John knew Him to be 
one holier and greater than him- 
self (St. John 1. 27). 

" Fulfil all righteonsness " 
(ver. 15). He made Himself sin 
for ns, and He must needs fulfil 
all that sin required (2 Cor. 5. 21). 

" And render an exact and com- 
plete obedience." — {Dr, Mantia.) 

d. By the Favoar of God. 

1. How Manifbstbd? — The 
heavens opened (ver. 16), (See 
also Acts 7. 56.) 

The Spirit of God descended, 
as predicted (Ps. 45. 7 ; Isa. 11.2). 
The Holy Ghost (St. Luke 3. 22). 



A voice firom heaven (ver. 17). 
The Father speaks, saying, " Mj 
beloved Son." Shows ti\& favour 
in accepting His mission as the 
Saviour of the world. " In whom 
I am well pleased." 

3. How obtained! 
(1.) By offering Himself freely, as a 

consecrated life, set apart to do 

the Father's wilL 
(2.) By prayer (Luke 3. 21). Jesus 

began, continued, and ended His 

work on earth by prayer. (See 

Lesson No. VI.) 
(3.) By obedienee^mat in the act of 

fulfilling all rif^hteousness, it wa» 

then the blessing and favour of 

God was obtained. 

As if to show that those who 
obedientlyt and prayerfullyt and 
willingly come to God, and uec the 
means of grace His Church provides, 
He will bless and show His favour 
upon in the very act of Devotion 
and Service. — {See Daily Portions, 
Acts 8. and 16.) 



niTLStrations from the Baptismal 
Service. 

1. Consecration in baptism is shown — 
(1.) By the promise to renounce all the 

pomps and vanities of the world, so 
that we are not to follow or be led by 
them. 

(2.) By declarinc our behef in God the 
father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost. 

(3.) By promising to obey God's holy 
will and commandments, and to walk 
in the same all the days of our hfe. 

(4.) By not being ashamed to confess 
Chnst crucified, but be willing man- 
fully to fight under His banner 
against sin, the world, and the devil, 
and to continue His faithful soldier 
and servant unto our life's end. 

2. God's favour and grace and blessing 
in baptism are shown in our being made 
TTia ^Idren by adoption, and heirs of 
everlasting salvation, through our Lord 
Jesus Chnst. 



APPLICATION. 

In St. Luke 3. 21 we read, " That Jesus also being baptized, and praying, 
the Heaven was opened." 

From which we learn — 

1. That Baptism is a means of Grace, 
hallowtd by the -example of our blessed 
Lord, and through which all who receive 
it faithfully are partakers of Heaven's 
richest blessings.— (iS«0 Church Cate- 
chism,) 



2. That as Jesus preyed, «.«., whUe in the 
act of prayer. Heaven's Gates were 
opened, and the Ho]y Spirit descended ; 

' and now through the same Jesus 
Heaven's Gates are never closed to His 
Qluidren's prayers (St. John 14. 12*14). 



By which we are taught — 

1. That it is the duty and the high 
privilege of all who hear the Gospel 
to be baptised in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost 
(St. Mark 16. 16; St. Matt. 28. 19).— 
\8ee Daily Portion, St. John 3.) 

2. And that in prayer, by the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit, and tlurough the merits 
of Christ Jesus our Saviour, we obtain 
blessings more than we can either ask 
or think I (Eph. 3. 2\.)—iSee also Col- 
lect, IZth Sunday c^ter Trinity.) 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 4. 



Subject : THE TEPTATION. 



Daily Portions of 
IllTtBtratiye Reading for 
Teachers and Solxolars. 



St. Matthew. 
SUNDAY ... ch.4. Ml 



MONDAY ... „ 12.26 

St. Mark. 
TUESDAY ... ch. 1.9-13 

• 

St. Luke 
WEDNESDAY... ch. 4. M3 

Exodus. 
THURSDAY ...ch. 34. 27-35 

IKllJGS. 

FRIDAY ... ch. 19. 1-8 

Hebrews. 
SATURDAY ... ch, 4. 12-16 



Column for Notes, mastrations, &o. 



« IT IS WRITTEir.'' 

Three times the great enemy offered temp- 
tations to our Lora. Three times his offer 
was ref ased, with a text of Scripture as the 
reason: " It is written." 

Here is one among many reasons why we 
ought to be diligent readers of our Bible; 
the "Word is the " Sword of the Spirit "; we 
shall never fight a good fight if we do not 
use it as our principid weapon. The Word 
is the " lamp " for our feet ; we shall never 
keep the King's highway to Heaven if we do 
not journey by its light (Eph. 6. 17, and Ps. 
119. 105). It may well be feared that there 
is not enough Bible-reading amongst us* It 
is not sufficient to have the Book ; we must 
actually read it, and prat/ over it ourselves. 
It will do us no good if it only lies still in 
our houses; we must be actually famiUar 
with its contents, and faave its texts stored in 
our memories and minds. Knowledge of the 
Bible never comes by intuition ; it can only 
be got by hard, regular, daily, attentive, 
wakeful reading. Do we grudge the time 
and trouble this will cost us ? If we do we 
are not yet fit for the Kingdom of God. — 
Bishop Kyle. 



THE KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD, AND 

THE 6L0BT OF THEM. 

There are some that will 8ay that we are never 
tempted with kingdoms. It may well be. for it 
needs not be, when less will serve. It was Christ 
only that was thus tempted : in Him lay an herolcal 
mind that could not be tempted with small matters. 
But with us it Is nothing so, for we esteem more 
basely of ourselves. We set up our wares at a 
very easy price ; he may buy us even dagger-cheap. 
Re need never carry us so high as the mount. The 
pinnacle is hish enough ; yea, tlie lowest steeple in 
all the town would serve the turn ; or let him but 
carry us to the leads and gutters of our own houses ; 
nay, let us but stand In our windows or our doors. 
If he will give us so much as we can see there he 
will tempt us thoroughly : we will accept it, and 
thank him too . -, . .—Bishop Andrewes, 
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'$a. 4.— ^ofts d ^Msons on SU ^ttH^tiii'i ^Sos^tl. 



Subject: IJIE WjSFWfmW' 

(St. Matthew 4. 1-11.) 

Learn— 1 Corinthians, ch. 10. ver. 13. 



BRIEF 
SUMMARY, 



. ] II. 



I.— Preparation for Work. 

(a) Being filled with the Spirit 

(b) Being led through privation. 

—How to Trinmpli in Work. 

(c) Having the Sword of the Spirit. 

(d) Having support from Heaven. 



INTRODXTCTION.— Immediately after baptism onr Lord is led by the Spirit 
to endure for forty days the fiery' trial of loneliness, fasting, and 
of temptation. This may seem strange ; yet what more natural I 
The seed of the woman is led forth to battle against the Devil : (1) to 
bruise the serpent's head (Qen. 8. 16) ; (2) that He might teach us how 
to fight the great enemy ; and (8) that being touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities (Heb. 4. 15) He might feel for us and succour those 
who are tempted. Our Church season of Lent is in remembrance of this 
trial of our Lord (Heb. 2. 18, and Collect, 1st Sunday in Lcait). 



I.^Preparation for Work. 

a. Beinf filled with the Spirit (St. Luke 
4. 1, 2). 

1. We need to think of Jesus as really 
a man, and trulv like one of m. 
Having feelings, desires, hopes, joys, 
similar to our own, except without 
Sin. He was a p^fect man ; but it 
was 09 ma:% He endured temptation. 
Otherwise His trials would not be a 
help to us, or encouragement to with- 
stand temptation and follow His 
example (1 Pet. 2. 21). 

2. The Spirit given to Hih at 
Baptism without measure. It wa9 
then that heaven's doors were opened, 
and through Him that they are now 
never closed^ for the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit upon those who, like 
Jesus, seek to fulfil all righteousness. 
He was full of the Holy Ghost (St 
John 3. 34). 

b. Being led by the Spirit. 

1. Thh Oooasion ov Trial. 

It is just when Otod most ap- 
proves and fills us with His Spirit 
that Satan makes his greatest 
assault upon us. It was so with 
Abraham, in the presence oC 
Abimelech and Pharaoh, and with 
Job (ch. 1. ver. 6-22), and David 
(Ps. 61.), and Peter (St. Luke 22. 
64-61). 

2. The Place op Trial. 

St. Luke (ch. 4. ver. 1, 2) states 
that after the Baptism Jesus 
returned from Jordan to '*the 
wilderness," which helps to fix 
the locality in Judea. 



A high ridge, near to Jericho, 
now called Quarantania, after the 
forty days fasting, is thought to 
have been the Place of Trial. 

Compare this with the tempta- 
tion of our first parents, Adam 
and Eve. 
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, Adam dwelt in 
the Garden of 
Eden ; he lived 
in the midst 
of plenty — had 
all things to 
enjoy, and was 
only denied the 
fniitofonetree. 
He had the 
companionship 
of Eve, and 
he talked with 
God. (See 

Gen. 3.) 
Adam thought 
only of his sel- 
fish desire ; he 
either forgot 
or doubted the 
Word of God, 
and although 
he had so 
muchtosatisfj 
his wants, his 
abundance be- 
came the very 
means of his 
ruin and fall 
((]kn. 8. 2, 6). 



a.JESXJ3was2e(l 
into the wil- 
derness — had 
no food for 
forty days — 
the wild ani- 
mals (lions, 
bears, jackals, 
wolves, were 
the wild beasts 
of that coun- 
try) were His 
companions, 
and He was 
aUme. 

b. Jesus thought 
of the work 
He freely had 
come to do for 
man. He re- 
membered the 
Word of God, 
and although 
denied ordi- 
nary food for 
His body, His 
wants became 
the road to 
victory (St, 
Matt. 4. 8, 4). 



gj. 4.— gotts flf f Msons fl« ^t. Patt^tto's «o»ytI. 



3. The Hour of Trial. 

a. It may come just when God calls 
us to do work for Him — ^as with 
Moses when he was to receive the 
Law from Mount Sinai (Ex. 24. 
and 34. 27-35).— (2)a*7y Portion.) 

6. Or in disappointment, loneliness, 
or despair, and none to notice us 
—like Ehjah (under the juniper 
tree) (1 Kings 19. 1-8).— (Dai/y 
Portion.) {fiefer to Bp, Andrewes.) 

c. Or when the body is weak and 
loiOy or in times of sorrow, when 
we are called upon to i>art with 
those near and dear to us. Then 
God seems to hide HLs face from 
us, and Satan is veiy active in 
tempting us to distrust the good- 
ness of God. 

"We now pass on to think how 
oar Lord Jesus Christ bore His 
trial and conquered Satan. — {Read 
first Daily Portion, Heb. 4.) 



II.— How to Triampli in 
Work. 

1. HaTingr the Sword of the Spirit. 
(See Eph. 6. 17.) 

We may picture our Lord when 
the final trial came, exhausted in 
body, after a conflict of forty days. 

The battle now must be lost or won. 
While the battle is raging the soldier is 
eager for the conflict. His love of 
country and home, and his loyalty and 
honour, carry him tlurough the flght. 
But when the day is over, hunger and 
weakness press upon him. How readily 
will such an one accept bread even from 
an enemy I So Satan makes his trial 
. 4>f strength now. In spiritual conflict, 
it is when all are most weak tiiat Satan 
puts forth his greatest skill and 
strength. 

Bo he chooses this stage in our Lord's 
trial for the final fight. 

How does he commence ! 

€t. Bread for the hungry !->just 
what every man has a right to — 
the staff of life. Surely Jesus, 
« if Thou be the Son of God," 
need not wait like Hagar (Gen. 
21. 16), or Elijah (1 Kings 19. 5), 
for an angel to give Thee food — 
** Show Thy power, and command 
these stones to be made bread." 

This doubt about His being the 
Son of God was used as a cruel taunt 
when He hung on the Gross (St Matt. 
27. 40) ; but He heeds it not. 



Jesus says, "It is written" 
(Deut. 8. 3), showing us that man 
does not merely lire by eating 
bread — that he must not bi 
guided solely by his bodily wants, 
but do his duty, and trtut in God, 
Who can supply all his wants. 

b. Pride.^Oh. 1 Jesus is proud of 
Bis trust in God, thinks Satan. 
Well, let us test His trust in God. 

He taketh Jesus (ver. 6) to a 
pinnacle of the Temple — and to 
show that he also knows Scrip- 
ture, quotes Ps. 91. 11, 12 : " Cast 
Thyself down," and let all men 
see the power and protection of 
God. 

Again our Lord replies, " It is 
written " (Deut. 6. 16), thus, while 
defeating Satan, showing us that 
when diUy calls into danger we 
must trust in God, but we may 
not tempt God by our self-w:ll 
or presumption. 

Beware of spiritual pride, 

c. Riches. — There is yet one more 
" road to ruin " untried. 

Satan, as the '^Priiice of this 
world " takes our Lord to the top 
of a nigh mountain, and offers 
this " carpenter's son " all riches, 
the kingdoms of this A\orla 
(St Luke 4. 5), for one mark of 
homage. 

" G«t thee behind Me, Satan — 
it is written " (Deut 10. 20, and 
6. 13, 14). Thus again teaching 
us to remember His own words, 
" What shall it profit a man if he 
shall gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul?" (St. Mark 
8. 36.)— (Refer to ''It is Written;* 
Bp, RyU.) 

2. Having support iSrom Heaven. 

The Devil vanquished, we read, in 
ver. 11, angels came and minii>tered 
unto Him. 

Thus teaching us that in the path of 
duty, in the hour of trial, and in the 
day of tonptation, those who feed on 
His Word have support for their need, 
and that Heaven itself, with its minis- 
tering spirits, "sent forth to succour 
those who succour want," will not leave 
us comfortless, but will support and 
strengthen us according to our neces- 
sity, and according to the infinite love 
and compassion of our Heavenly 
Fatider, in and for the sake of His Son, 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 5. 



Subject : THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 



Daily Portions of 
ninstratiye Reading for 
Teachers and Scholars. 



St. Matthew. 
SUNDAY ... ch. 6. M2 



MONDAY ... „ 13-20 



TUESDAY ... „ 21-87 



WEDNESDAY... „ 38-46 



Acts. 
THURSDAY ...oh. 2. 29-41 



_JpSfl(JA. 

FBIDAY ...ch. 24. 14-18 



FSALUS. 

SATURDAY ... 34. 1-22 



* • 



Colnmn for Notes, lUxuttratlons, &o. 



Preach the Word (2 Tim. 4. 2). 



A PICTURE. 

Very wonderful Is this picttire in itself. It i% a 
picture to gaze upon, and to study, and to learn by 
heart, aud to set side by side with that of our own 
siniul selves; thut we may both be humbled by 
seeing how little we are like It, and also strive to 

win a fuller share of its blessedness It 

is as though our Lord began His sermon by a vivid 
description of the true saint. .... He draws 
a glowing picture of the ** blessed," and holding 
that up, and pointing to it, says (as it were), 
"flow listen wbile I unfold to you the hidden 
element»4 of strength and beauty which make up 
thi s perfect whole." Observe, too. how this picture 
is entirely that of a spiritual holiness. .... It 
is no doing ot this or that dutywhlch Is dpclated 
to be " blessed." Christ goes at once to the heart. 
His picture is, by a lew masterly strokes, full of 
the living intcard gvaeeM which form and stamp 
and characterise the Christian man.— j9p. WaUham 
How, 



TH£ HOENS OF HATTIN. 

This mountain or hill— for it only rises sixty 
feet above the plain— is that known to pilgrims as 
the Mount of the Beatitudes, the supposed scene 
of the "Sermon on the Mount." The tradition 
cannot lay claim to an early date; it was in all 
probability suguepted flist to the Crusaders by its 
remarkable situation. But that situation so 
strikingly coincides with the intimations ol the 
Gospel narrative, as almost to force the inference 
that in this instance the eyeot those who selected 
the spot was for once rightly guided. It is the 
only height seen In this direction from the shores 
of the Lake of Gennesareth. The plain on which 
\l stands is easily accessible from the Lake,' and 
from that plain to the summit is bat a few 
minutes' walk. The plstform at the top is. evi- 
dently suitable for the collection of a multitude, 
and corresponds precisely to the *Mevel place'' 
(St. Luke 6. 17, New Version), to which He would 
'^ come down," as from ItA higher horns, to address 
the people. Its situation is central both to the 
peasants of the Galilean hills and the ilshermen of 
the Galilean lake, between which it stands, and 
would therefore be a natural resort both to **tiesa8 
and His disciples'' (St. Matt. 4. 2«,and «. ly.'-Binai 
afi4Pal(e»tine,p.29»itStanltyy^ . ; . . : 

l34l 



^0. 5. — ^tits id ^tssons on Bt ^zH^Ws 46ospeI. 

(St. Matthew 6. to 7.) 

Learn—I saiah, ch. 55. ver, 11, 



■onnrv^ f I.— The Time and Plaoe. 



INTRODUCTION.— After the Temptation we read (ch. 4. 13) that Jesus 
left Nazareth, and came and dtoeU at Capernaum ; and later (ch. 9. 1) 
*^ He entered into a ship, and passed oyer, and came into His own city." 
Henceforth Caperuaam becomes the centre of onr Xord's ministry in 
Galilee. It was a busy town, and from thence His fame spread throu^h- 
ont all Syria. Great multitudes of people (ch. 4. 23- 25) came to hear Him. 
Onr Lord had gone throughout Galilee, teaching and prttiching in the 
83rnago?ue8, and healing all diseases, so that the people were evidently 
stirred up to much enthusiasm, thinking, perhaps, that at last the long- 
expected Messiah had come. JPeople from all parts of the country (4. 
25) followed Him. Seeing the multitudes (5. 1) He withdraws to a 
mountam near the shores of the Sea of Galilee, and there, with His 
disciples around Him, He preaches His famous " Sermon on the Mount," 
Betting forth the " Gospel of His kingdom " (4. 23). Probably the 
sermon was a summary of His teaching which He had already spoken 
in the Galilean synagogues. We can only refer in this Lesson very 
briefly to the general character of the sermon and its teaching. 



I.— The Time and Place. 

Compare giving of Law on Mount 
Sinai (Ex. 19. 16) with the preach- 
ing of the Gospel of the Kingdom 
(ch.4. 23). The voice of God in 
thunder, proclaiming the Law on 
Sinai : the tenHer voice of Jesus — 
*' He opened His month and taught 
them, saying, Blessed'* 

1. The Place. 

Mount, Beatitudes. — Traditiom 
from time of the Crusades has given 
the name to a mount near Sea of 
Galilee and close to Capernaum, and 
pointed to it, as the place where 
onr Saviour sat down and taught 
(ver. 1. Compare Acts IB. 14 and 
16. 13).— (i?c/er to *' Horns oj 
EaUin.") 

2. The Time. 

This Sermon was delivered dur- 
ing the first year of our Lord's 
ministry, ''some time between the 
winter and spring'* (Lange). Jesus 
had been *' about all Gbdilee," 



preaching and healing the sick, so 
that, as in a great mission, the 
people had been aroused, and were 
eager to listen to His words. The 
Feast of Pentecost, commemorative 
of the giving of the Law, was at 
hand. And t^fore keeping the feast 
in Jerusalem, Jesns expounds to 
the assembled multitudes in Galilee 
the true meaning of that Law. — 
(Befer to "^ Picture," by Bp. How.) 

II.— The Andienoe. 

1. Gathered together on the moun- 
tain side ; not forbidden to tondi 
the Mount as at Sinai, but invited 
to draw near (ver. 1). *^ His disci- 
ples came unto Him." — {Compare 
Daily Portion, Acts 2.) 

2. It has been noted (Introdnction) 
that Capernaum was a bus^y town. 
It was the centre of the Boman 
government in the north . A Eoman 
road passed through it to Pamascas 
and Syria. Much business was 
transacted, and much people dwelt 
on the sea-coasts ; so that our Lord 
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spake to Jews and Gentiles, mer- 
chants and fishermen — many of 
whom would, by their position and 
occupation, carry His words to dis- 
tant parts of the country. 



III.— The Sermon (ch. 5. 6. 7). 

1. Its Introduction (ver. 1-16). 

Christ came to found His King- 
dom of Grace on earth, and He 
points out the spiritual character- 
istics of the members of His king- 
dom, viz., meekness, mercy, purity, 
power to endxire persecution. See 
the eight *<Ble8seds" (ver. 8-11). 

He came in fulfilment of pro- 
phecy (Gen. 12. 3), not only to^r- 
cheue blessings, but to pronounce 
blessings on His people. 

^ote.— The Old Testament ends with 
a *' curse" (Mai. 4. 6). the New Tesio- 
ment begins with "bleMfnfrs." Jesus 
hath removed the " curse/' and broueht 
*' blessiug" in lis &tead (Ual. 8. 18, 14). 

2. The Sulrjeet.— Righteousness of Life 

(ver. 20. Oomp. Ps. 24. 4, 6). 

That L9 the fulfilling of the Law, 
or, as it may be put, the JUling up 
of the Law. Like an outline pic- 
ture, needs to be filled up by the 
artist— or notes of lessons need the 
intelligent working out of a teacher 
to give them life. {Daily Portion^ 
Joshua 24.) 

It is Christ only who can "fill 
up " the whole requirements of the 
Law. He is "our righteousness" 
(Jer. 23. 6, and 1 Cor. 1. 80) j we 
l^ve no righteousness of our own 
(Isa 64. «), but by faith His right- 
eousness becomes ours (2 Cor. 6. 21). 

a. Bighteousness Interpreted (ver. 21- 

48). 
** Ve have heard that it wafl said (not 
by, but) to them of old times"— this 
expression occurs five times (ver. 
21, 27, 83, 88, 43). Jesus in the words, 
•' But I say nnto you," shows that 
He who gave the Law claims the 
right to explain it, and that the sub- 
jects of His kintidom are not to listen 
to the false teaching of Scribes or 
Pharisees, or other false teachers, 
who give their own interpretation 
of Scripture, if at variance with His 
will and word (1 Tim. 6. 20).— /toi/y 
Portion^ Ps. 34. 

b. Motives (ch. 6. 1-18). 

In the three Christian duties— il?m«- 
giving, l*raifer, Fcuting—the motive 
ought to be, not to gain the esteem 
or applause of man, but the appro- 
bation of oar Heavenly Father. 



Uypoenty and formalitm were the 
great sins of the professing reli- 
irloas Jews. 

" Take heed " (ch. 6. 1), M if to show 
what danger we are in, should we 
neglect to render God honour and 
service. 

c. True Biches (ver. 19-34). 

Our treasures are to be in heaven, 
not on earth — that is to say, 
whether in prosperitvor poverty, 
or anxiety or earthly service, if 
our minds are stayed on Him, 
He will be our true riches and 
our guide in all things, and will 
take care of us. 

" Lay up " (ver. 20). The Chris- 
tian has a choice to make. Jesus 
designs not to deprive His fol- 
lowers of their treasure, only to 
direct them to a right choice. 
Solomon's choice of that good 
thing is very sad (Eccl. 2. 3-11). 
He had every earthly thing 
upon which his heart was set, 
and yet all was vanity. Not so 
the Christian (PhUip. 3. 8, 9; 
2 Tim. 4. 8). 

d. Helps (ch. 7. 1-20). 

(1.) Self-examination, not prying 
curiously or unkindly into the 
condition of others (ver. 1-6). 

(2.) Diligent prayer (ver. 7-11), 
for Ood's good gifts, and espe- 
cially for His Holy Spirit.— (See 
Lesson No. 6.) 

(3.) Doing to others as we would 
be done by (ver. 12). 

(4.) Decision for Christ (ver. 18,1 4)— 
choose the strait and narrow way. 

(6.) Beware of deceivers (v. 15) ; we 
shall know them by their fruits: 
as we shall truly know wheiner we 
ourselves are subjects of Christ's 
kingdom, when we truly turn to 
Ulm, and bring forth good fruit. 

e. Warnings (ver. 21). 

Tlie ** saying Lord, Lord" is not 
enongh; we mupt be doers of the 
will of God. By so doing we 
show our faith in Christ : we seek 
guidance of His Holy Spirit, and by 
the mercy of God, through the blood 
of His dear Son, we are on the sure 
rock for time and eternity (ver. H, 
25).-(/8^ Lesson No. 7.) 



LESSON. 

Take heed how ye hear (Isa. 56. 11; 
St Luke 8. 18 ; 2 Tim. 4. 2). 
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SKETCH FOIL JUHOR GLASS. 



<( 



Sermon on the Mount." 



l^^The Oooasioxu 

1. Temptation now ended, 

2. People had seen many wonderful 
things done by Jesus. 

3. Mtdtitiides follow Elm to a 
nwwUain tide^ near to Sea of 
Galilee, 

II.— The Sermon. 

1. Jesoa preaches to the people. 

2. The Text: *^ Blessed," 

3. JIow explained — 

a. Holy Thoughts. 

b. Holy Words. 

c. Holy Acts. 

d. Holy Desires. 

III. — Application. 

1. Pray to God, 

2. Work for God. 

3. Trust in God, 



METHOD. 



1. Open Lesson by reference (say) to 
cnildren's ser^ce in church or 
school. When prayers are ended, 
then one is appointed to epeaiky or 
erj^lain, or preach. We are to 
thin^c to-day of a wonderful ser- 
vice held in a land more than 8,000 
miles off| about 1,850 years ago. 

2. Jesns is the appointed Preacher or 
Teacher sent by God. 

Picture the scene : The congre- 
gation, so large no church or 
school in that country would hold 
the multitude — the sendee, in the 
open air, in a sunny land, plenty 
of grass to sit upon; and the 
people listen to One^ " who spake 
as never man spake." 

8. I.^ow, explain such parts of the 
Sermon as may be selected for 
instruction of class, as for ex- 
ample, Part XL in Sketch. 

4. Every new word needy not pre- 
viously taught by teachers, should 
be carefully explained. 

6. The passage for Lesson being too 
long for reading at lesson- time, 
portions should be selected before- 
hand. 

6. Recapitulate what has been tanght 
so far. Make free use of cate- 
chetical method, and, as a rule, 
work backwards, so as not to 
break the order of Lesson. 

7. Apply Lesson — Part III. in Sketch. 
Not enough to hear sermons, we 
must practise what we hear every 
day, at home, or wherever we 
may be. 



Note, — A Sketch for a Senior Class, with bints on Method and Manage- 
ment, is also given, in the hope that the adaptation of the Lesson to two grades 
of Classes may be more helpful to Teadiera Uian if the same methods had 
been applied to two different sabjects. 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 6. 



Subject: THE LORD'S PRAER. 



Daily Portions of 
niustrative Reading-for 
Teaohers and Scholars. 



St. Matthew. 
SUNDAY ... ch.6. 1-16 



MONDAY ... „ 16-24 



TUESDAY ... „ 25-34 

Genesis. 
WEDNESDAY... ch. 32. 2432 



Exodus. 
THURSDAY ... ch. 17. 8-16 



1 Samuel. 
EfilDAY ... ch.3.M0. 

2 Kings. 
SATURDAY ... ch. 20. 1-7 






Oolxunn for Notes, lUustrations, Ac. 



THE liANNEB OF PfiATEX. 

Let yonr first thoughts in praver he of Him. 
He who has first otjme to Uod as his Father will go 
on to remember the things of God, even before he 
thinks of his own 

Yerv marvellous in its order and in its tendeiw 
ness 18 this feature of our Lord's Prayer. The 
creature, in his lowliness and in his degradation, 
In his misery and In his sin, must be made to 
think of OuU oeiore he thinks of himsf If. Herein 
is wisdom. And in doing i-o— in putting himself 
after God— in desiring the Divine honour and the 
liivine dominion more than he desires his own 
bread, or his own forgiveness, or liijB safety— he 
will find that he has provided unawares for nim- 
self also ; that he has learned happiness in learning 
his place: that he has found the secret of peace in 

finding the importance of God Herein 

is tenderness. Christ knew what was best for man 
when He taught him, if it be possible, to forget 
himself in God 

To be allowed to pray— to be commanded to pray 
—to be taught to pray; in other words, to be 
assured that God will listen to us, that we have 
but to call upon Him from the lieart, and H^ will 
hear the sound and answer it— this surely should 
be enough! How great, huw wonderful the dig- 
uity thus bestowed! that we should be In prrpenc 
communication, in personal contact with the Biffh 
and Holy One that inlMbiteth eternity! — JJeah 
Vavghan. 

LITTLE PRATERS. 

Not only morning and evening, but often during 
the day, lift up your heart in prayer. Little 
prayers darted up silently are a great help, such 
as ^* Lord, guide me, keep me, save me." It is a 
good plan to mix up a littU; prayer with every- 
thing. One day a laay, who was visiting a Chris- 
tian couple, admired a pear-tree in their garden. 
The wile smiled, and glanced at her husband. 
" Why do you smile ? " asked the lady. " Because 
you were surprised at our pear-tree, ma'am ; we 
expected a fine one, for my nusband there, when 
he digged the hole and put in the young tree; 
dropped in a prayer too. There is not a tree io 
the ttarden that has not a prayer at the root : and 
so, of course, they come up fine." Prayer will not 
hinder us in our duties or unfit us for our work ; 
on the contrary, many things fail " because they 
have not prayer at the root.'*^ We have no need to 
fear that our work will be badly done if we ask 
God to help us to do it well, and we shall surely 
take pains with what we have prayed about; 
prayer makes us careful.— ifear^ Leuone, by Louisa 
Vtayton (R.T.3.), 
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(St. Matthew 6. 9-15.) 

Learn— Isaiah, ch. 65. ver. 24. 



BRIEF 
SUMMABY. 



I.— May I? 
II.-Can I ? 
III.— Do I ? 



. Pray. 



INTRODXJOTION.— In our Lord's great Sermon on the Mount He shows 
what i3 required of those who follow the Royal Standard of the Cross, 
and become faithful subjects of His kingdom. In the Lord's Prayer, 
like a true and wise captain of a great army, He provides one of the 
means whereby those who follow Him may be daily supplied with 
Btxength and power to go forth to the battle of the Lord. 

" Thou, by whom we come f o Qod, 
The Life, the Truth, the W»y I 
The path of ftTHjev Thycelf has trod ; 
Lord, teach ua how to pray ! " 

Montgomery. 



I.— May I pray?— Illustrate:— 

1. The teacher may picture a rebel 
soldier going forth to battle against 
his lawful sovereign—like Ali^alom 
against David ; or, in our own days, 
like Arabi Pacha against his sove- 
reign, the Khedive of Egypt. After 
defeat, and surrender, and per- 
haps imprisonment, he may well 
put to himself the question, ** May 
J askjor pardon t '* 

In such condition we are, by 
nature, rebels against God (Rom. 
8. 23 ; Eph. 2. 12). Oar parents in 
Eden rebelled and fell; and the 

Sunishment of their rebellion was 
eath (Qen. 2. 17; Rom. 6. 23). 

S. From the dark cell the prisoner will 
first think of the cfiaraeter of his 
offended sovereign, whether an amnesty 
has been issued, whether the vord of 
the sovereign may be trusted, and what 
are the conatiHons of pardon. 

Think of our God under each of these 
aspects :— 

(1.) His character— Ood Is love (l John 
4. 8). 

(S.) The amnesty— He will abundantly 
pardon (Isa. M. 7). 

(8.) His Word— Is truth (St. Joha 17. 
17; Numb. S3. 19}. 



(4.) Condittons of pardon— Repentance 
and faith (Acts 20. 20. 21). But a 
follower of Jesus (nee Introduction) 
has a privilege which, by nature^ he 
cannot have. 

3. " A Child of God " (see Catechism) 

may change the question and say 

humbly and thankfully, *^ Yes, I foay 

pray, to my Father in Heaven." 

II.— Can I pray ? 

Before we can do anything we 
must be tavght. If it be even so 
simple a thing as learning to write, 
we must first be taught how to 
hold the pen, and then to imitate 
the teacher's writing which he 
places before us. In some such 
sense came our Lord's disciples to 
Him one day and said, " Lord, teach 
us to pray " — and Jesus said, ^* After 
this manner pray ye " (ver. 9) ; and 
in St Luke 11. 2, "When ye pray, 
say. Our father." Examine this 
Prayer. 

1. The manner of prayer.-* Our 
Lord's perfect pattern. 

It oonststn of ten parfs or sentences. 

0n«,teache8 to whom we pr.'v — three^ 
relate to His name. His kingdom. 
His will— /o«r, to our dally waulSs— 
«n«,a8 to our feelings for others-rand 
the Uut speaks of praise to Ood. 
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2. Explanation of Prayer. 

(1.) Our Father.— So Jesus teaches 
us to speak direct to God, not 
thipugh angels, or spirits, or 
saints. 

** Our" as we go to God in Jcsu^ 
lilaine (St. John 14. 13), w this word 
teaches us that He goes wlfh us to the 
Throne of Grace. It also shows tliat 
we m ust pray for others. 

** Father '—hy creation, by recon- 
ciliation (Col. 1. 20-22), by adoption 
(Bom. 8. 15). 

(2.) HaUowed be Thy Name. 

a. So our Lord prayed (St. John 12. 28). 
God's Name is His power, voudom^ 
mercy, love, and truUt. 

Take not the Name of the Lord 
in vain, but pray that God in all 
things may be glorified (1 Pet. 
4. 11). 

h. Thy kiDgdom eome. — Jesus had 
been speaking of His kingdom 
(previous Lesson) ; and here we 
specially pray, as on Advent Sun- 
day, for His coming again CHeb. 
8. 11)— that He will '* hasten His 
kingdom" {Church Service), 

c. Thy vill be done in earth, as it 
is in heaven.— That all men may 
find their truest happiness, as do 
tiie angels, in perfectly obeying 
His will (Ps. 103. 20, 21 ; Heb. 
1. 14). 

(8.) Our daily irants : o. Give us this 
day our daily bread.— So we are 
taught daily dependence on God 
for daily supply. Bread, the 
etaff of life, includes all our 
bodies require (1 Tim. 6. 8). 

b. Forgive us our debts, or sins.— 
Thup, as truly as we have daily 
wants, so have we daily sins that 

» need forgiveness. 

All self-righteousness condemned, 
and we are taught the habit of ton- 
lession to God alone (I John 1. »;. 

c. Lead us not into temptation.— 
Our weakness is great, we are 
liable to fall, and we pray that 
God may not suffer us to be 
tempted above that we are able 
to bear (1 Cor. 10. 18). 

rf. Delitw us fipom 6Til.— ^rom 
the evil in the world, and from 
the power of the " Eml one 
(NewVersion). We constanttv ae«, 
W, and/ec/ the power of evil 
ill this life, and so we need the 



help of the Lord (St John 17. 
15).— (Dai/y Portion, Gen. 32.) 
(4.) As we fatfp,^^ our debtors.— Li 
the midst of our own wants we 
must think of others, and desire 
forgiveness as we would forgive 

one who offends us. 

Our Lord comments on this part 

(ver. 14, 15), showing ub that prayer 

without charity is mockery of God, 

and hypocrisy. . 

(6.) FINALLY. For Thine is the 

Idngdom, and the power, and the 

glory.— Both in this world and the 

world to come ; and so the prayer 

ends as it began by ascribing the 

praise and the glory to God. — 

{See " The Manner of Prayer^** 

Dean Vaughan.) 

We may now again each ask our- 
selves, " Can I pray t " The answer 
to this will best be given when we 
truly can say ye$ to tiie next ques- 
tion. 

III.— Do I pray ? 

1, Do we have fixed times of 
prayer ? like Daniel, who prayed 
three times a day (Dan. 6. 10) ; 
and David, who prayed atevening, 
morning, and noon (Ps. 56. 17). — 
{Daily Portion, 1 Sam. 3.) 

2. Do we desire to pray ? Thou- 
sands say the Lord's Prayer, who 
never really pray. They have 
no sense of need, and care nothmg 
for the glory of God, or for their 
fellow-man. And yet they attend 
church and say their prayers (Isa. 

29.13). , ^ . ^ 

8. Do we pray with the heart and 

the imderstanding also? (1 Cor. 

14. 15.)— C^ai/y Portion, 2 Kings 

20.) , ^ T 

4. Have we really asked Jesus to 

teach us to pray ? (St, John 14. 
16-18.) Until we can sincerely 
say "yes" to these questions, 
we may not answer, " x es, / do 
pray.'' 

LESSONS. 

1. Tnurt Jesus.— "Ask.and ye Ehall 
receive " (St. Matt. 7. 7). 

2. Prove Jesus.—" There phall not 
be room enough to leceive" the 
blessing (Mai. 8. 10). 

8. Expect an Answer to Prayer.— 
(IsaT 65. 24.) -(^ee " XiTifo 
prayers^) 
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SKETCH POR SENIOR CEISS. 



"Sermon on the Mount." 
(See Lesson No, 5.) 

1, The Looalitjr. (See "Boms of 
Hattin:') 

2. The Time. — Pentecost near at 
hand. Gmng of Law on Sinai, 
thus called to the remembrance of 
every Jev, 

Jesus now interprets that Law. 

Compare the two scenes, (^e 

"Notes,") 

S. The People. — By what means 
aronsed to take an interest in the 
words and work of Jestu of 
Nazareth f (See " JntroductionJ*) 

4. The Sermon. (Read " A Picture^** 
by Bishop Walsnam How.) 

(1.) The Argument, 

1. The Law requires not merely 
otUioard observance, but tn- 
ward spirittuil holiness. 

2. The Law must be kept per- 
fectly. 

8. Christ only can tmly keep 
the Law. 

4. The " blessed," who are mem- 
bers of His kingdom, are, by 
Jaithf partakers of His right- 
eousness. 

5. It is thus only that the Law 
can be fulfilled. (See '"Notes:") 

(2 ) ResponsibUtties of Bis Disciples. 

1. Mast be pure in motive. 

2. Mast seek those enduring 
riches which belong to His 
kingdom. 

(3.) Belps for Bis People, 

1. Self-examination. 

2. Decision for Christ. 

8. Prayer. 

4. Activity— must be " Doers of 
the Word." 



METHOD AND MAMGEMEIfT. 



s. 



Arrangement of Class. 

If practicable, arrange for hold- 
ing Senior Classes in rooms sepa- 
rate from the ordinary school. 

Sit round a table, and see that 
each member of the class is pro- 
vided with Bibles or Prayer Books 
as the Lesson requires ; and paper 
and pencils, so as to accostom the 
class to take Notes of the Lesson. 

Reading. — As a rule avoid the 
mere *' reading round** of the 
passage. 

The older the class the greater 
should be the distinction from an 
ordinary class, in the details of 
managemen". 

Silent Reading^ on certain ooc»' 
sions, has been found very effec- 
tive. Just a minute or two before 
the Lesson begins ask each to read 
over the portion of Scripture 
selected for the Lesson. 

This method should be varied. 
Sometimes the teacher, or one 
of the class, reading the whole 
pass'ige. 

In the case of the " Sermon on 
the Mount," as the passage is long, 
portions only need be read, as the 
Lesson proceeds, in either of the 
ways suggested. 



Teaching. — This also will differ 
from an ordinary class very con- 
siderably. The catechetical must 
give place, a good deal, to that 
which is more generally adopted 
in giving addresses. 

Pauses should be made to allow 
the class to take notes, such as in 
Sketch. 

But the method of questioning 
may be encouraged in another 
way, by allowing the members of 
the class to ask qaestions. Tlus 
plan, if wisely controlled, will lead 
to much helpful progreps, and will 
be self-testing as to advancement 
in knowledge. 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 7, 



Subject : THE SURE FODNDATM. 



Dally Portions of 

Illnetrative Readlngr for 

Teaohers and Scholars. 



St. Matthew, 
SUNDAY ... ch.7. Ml 



MONDAY ... „ 12-20 



TUESDAY ... „ 21-29 

1 Petbr. 
WEDNESDAY... ch. 2. MO 

2 Corinthians. 
THURSDAY ... ch. 6. 1-10 

Isaiah. 
FRIDAY ... ch. 28. 9-17 



Psalms. 
SATURDAY ... 1.1-6 



Column for Notes, Illustrations; &o. 



ANECDOTES. 

1.— Bishop Butler's Testimony. 

Tbe great thinker was lying on his death-bed: 
and no lying, he turned round to his chaplain, '*I 
know that Jesus Christ Is a Saviour, but iiow am 
I to know that He is a Saviour to me?" The 
chaplain answered simplv, "My lord, it isM'ritten, 
*Him that Cometh unto Me I will in no wire cast 
out.'" The dying Bishop pauHed and mused, and 
then he nald, "1 have often lead and thought of 
that iScrlpture, but never till this moment did I 
feel its full power, and now I die happy." 

2.— Alexander the Great. 

Alexander the Great presents, in one instance of 
his life, a most impresfive proof of the greatness 
of the soul. Yon are aware that that monarch 
overran the whole earth, and subdued every na- 
tion; and at the conclusion of uulversai victory, 
what did he say ? ** Now that I have gained the 
whole world, that object of ten thnusat d indi- 
viduals, that wish of ten thousand hearts, I am 
hatistled!" No, Alexander the Great had some- 
thing more in him, though he knew it not ; he sat 
duwn— that mouarch, that mighty conqueror— and 
wept like a child, because he hMd not another 
world to conquer. The world could not fill his 
mind, nor would it fill a babe's l—Cupler, 

8.— Legend of a Eock. 

A legend says, that a powerful and rich king, 
troubled in lienrt in spite of all his possessions, 
went to a holy dcrvise, and asked him for the 
recret of happiness. 1 he dervise led hirn forth in 
front of a high rock, on the top of whi< h an eagle 
had built her uest. Then the dervise said, " Imitate 
that bird; build thy throne m heaven, and thou 
Shalt reign there unmulesttd and In peace." 

Aec. C. n. Spurgecn. 

4.— Melancthon. 

Just before Melancthon died, he expressed a wish 
to hear some choice passages of Huripture read ; 
and. this desire haviuR been met, he wah asked by 
his son-in-law, hahinus, whether he would have 
anything rise; to which he replied in thobC em- 
phatic wordi«, "Alind nihil, nisi ccehim "—*' No- 
thing else but heaven ; " and shortly after this he 
gently breathed his last.— Jiocre. 
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(St. MatTHBW 7. 21-29.) 

Learn— Isaiah, ch. 28. ver. 16. 



I.<-The Buildera 

smoiiBr. ^ n.-The Buiidingrs. 

JII.— Tlie Foandations. 



INTKODIJCTION.— From the teaching of the Sermon on the Monnt we take 
one more Lesson. Our Lord, in infinite mercy, desiring that none shall 
at last be shut out of the heavenly fold, warns His followers of many 
dangers in their path. The last, not least. To pray, not enough. 
Many shall cry, ** Lord, Lord ; " but His disciples most be actiye doers 
of HiB win (ver. 21) :— 



** CJp and doing, little Christians, 
Up and d >rng while 'tis dny ; 
Do the work the Master gives yoa, 

I>o not loiter by the way. 
For we all have work before us. 
You, dear child, as well as 1 ; 
Let utt Ipam to oeek our duty, 
And to do it heartily." 

F. R. HAYBUOAL. 



Good and false service onr Lord then proceeds to illustrate by parable. 



CONTRAST 



B.— The House on tlie Sand. 

I.— The Buildera on Sand«-who are 
they? 

These who build on the Sand are 
also hearers. 

They profess to be Christians, and are 
▼ery indignant (ver. 82) should this be 
doubted. They hear and attend regu- 
larly the means of grace, but they go 
no farther. They are hearers only, nut 
doers of the Word (Ezek. 88. 81, 8S). 

They do not place God's law first, 
but self is the first consideration 
(St. James 1. 24). 

They control not their tongues, 
but often speak language very dis- 
honouring to God (ver. 26). 

Their hearts are lalse. They are self- 
deceived. Religion to tbem is a vain 
Erofesslon, and serves but as a cloak to 
ide what is evil from themselves and 
their neighbours (Jer. 7. 4). 

Note. — ^Thns far it will be observed that each class is equally diligent as 
hearers of the Word. One makes a decided outward profession — the other is 
deeply anxious to know the law of God at each step he takes, and seekd to 
practise it.— (^* Legend of a Rock,") 
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A.—Tlie House on tlie Rook. 

I.—The Builders on the Bock— who 
are they? 

St. James describes both classes 
in his epistle. Those who build on 
the Rock, he eavs in ch. 1. 22, are 
both hearers abd doers. 

They look into the law of God, 
setting not up laws of building for 
themselves (ver. 25). 

They continue— taid are steadfast. 

Are not forgetful heajrers— are doers 
of the work— are blessed. 

They visit ttie poor in their Affliction, 
they sympathise with their ffl low-crea- 
tures in trouble. They keep themselves 
unftpotted from the world (ver. 27). 

Their religion Is pure ai.d their life 
unselfish ; all is done as in God's sight, 
before Qod, to His honour and glory 
(St. James 1. 82-27). 
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When a house is about to be bnilt, it is not only necessary to have the 
builders, but it must be made clear as to the purpose for which ic is intended. 
A plan will be chosen, and the quality of the materials approved for tiie 
structure. 

Again— CONTRAST 



II.<-The Building on the 
Rock. 

a. The Purpose— for Eternity, 

A building to dwell in is a daily 
want — one of our greatest needs. 

God's children have daily needs 
and wants to be supplied, but they 
place the wants of the soul before 
those of the body. So in ver. 24, the 
*' wise man " is like Moses, who with 
a fixed choice and purpose^ forsook 
E^pt and riches, choosing afSiction 
wiih the people of Qtod. rather than 
the pleasures of sin for a season 
(Heb. 11. 24-26). See example of 
Peter and other disciples. (LeESons 
Nos. 17 and 18.) 

h. The Plan— Is already prepared (2 Cor. 
5. 1). Our Lord has gone before to 
prepare for us (8t. John 14. 2). And 
although commanded to work out our 
own salvation (Phil. 2. 18), we know by 
faith that Jesus hath done It for us. 
The plan and work are Uis. 

c. The Materials. 

1 . The wise man has no self-suffi- 
ciency (2 Cor. 8. 6). 

2. He feels his sinfulness. Poor 
materials these, yet, like David 
in his sins, he cries, '* Create in 
me a clean heart, God" (Ps. 
51. 10). 

8. He then looks to God for all he 
needs (Phil. 4. \9),—{'' Bishop 
Bvtler.") 



II.—- The Bnllding on the 
Sand. 

a. The Purpose— for Time 

The pursuit of wealth fills the 
minds of a vast number of profess- 
ing Christians. Biches choke the 
word (St. Matt. 18. 23). Riches 
seem to some their greatest want, 
adding land to land their greatest 
earthly delight. Yet how soon 
all must be left behind (St. Luke 12. 
19,20). 

Hypocrisy builds many big houses- 
looks grand, imposes upon people for 
awhile, but seldom lasts long. The 
boys or girts, who pretend to be what 
they are not, are r>uilding on sand, 
and preparing for a bad fall. 

b. The Plan.— Such builders depend en- 
tirely on self. They wozk hard— learned 
they may be. They may have many 
gifts ; they may even u^e them, pro- 
phesy or teach, and yet sadly fail. • 

Ex.^JudaSf Sault Caiaphas. 

c. The Materials. 

The other hearer is not troubled 
much about his weakness. He even 
repents frequently. He praysj is 
diligent in attendance at church, 
and seeks from his minister the help 
he feels he needs. Tet if all thia 
only leads him to tmst in the means 
and not in Christ alone^ he is as 
shifting sand, and will find no real 
rest or peace to his soul. — {^^Alex- 
ander the Great") 



The next requisite in house-building is the site, or place on which to build. 



III.— The Sure Foundation. 

The wise man digs down deep, 
and is not satisfied until he finds 
the Rock on which to build his 
house. — {Ex, "Melancthon.*') 

Notice— "Ench builder has had equal privileges, heard the same Gospel preached^ 
and to each come at last the same trials— the rain of adversity, the fiooas of anxiety » 
the tcinds of temptation (see ver. 24-29), but see the re6ult— 



III.— The House built on 

Sand. 

The foolish man is content to 

have his house anywhere, provided 

he finds earthly com forte upon which 

his heart is fixed (Hoe. 12. 7, 8). 



The Bock is Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 

10. 4). 

He who resto his hope, his life, 

his joy on Him, finds his house safe 

for time and eternity. To him 

" Christ is all and in all" (Col. 3. 11). 

He is wise who rests his hopes on 

Christ (1 Cor. 3. 11-14). 



The Sand is the World (St. Matt» 

6. 19). 

He who, like Lot or Balaam, seeks 

selfishly the best for this life, and 

thinks little of others, may find his 

earthly house fail, and at last lose alL 

He is foolish who loves the world 
(1 Cor. 3. 13.16). 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 8. 



Subject : THE CENTURION'S SERYM 



Dally Portions of 
IlltiBtrative Reading for 
Teaohers and Soholars. 



St. Matthew. 
SUNDAY ... ch. 8. 1-16 



MONDAY ... „ 16-27 



TUESDAY ... „ 28-34 

ISATAH. 

WEDNESDAY... ch. 85. 1-10 

Job. 
THURSDAY ... ch. 86. 1-16 

AC3TS. 

FRIDAY ... ch. 10. 1-8 

St. Luke. 
SATURDAY ... ch. 7. 1-10 



Column fbr Notes, ninstrations, &o. 



A SOLDIER'S FAITH. 

One day when Napoleon I. was reviewing his 
troops la Parts, he let fall the reins of his horse 
upon the animal's neck, when the proud charger 

galloped away. Before the rider cuuld recover the 
rldle, a common soldier ran oiit from the ranks, 
canght the reins, stopped.the honte, and placed the 
bridle again in the hands of the Emperor. " Much 
obliged to yon, captain," said Napoleon. The man 
immediately believed the chief, and tsaid, " Of what 
regiment, sir?" Napoleon, delighted with his 
quick perception and manly trust in his word, 
replied, " Of my guards," and rode away. As soon 
as the Emperor left the soldier laid down his gun, 
saying, ** Ue may take It who will," and started for 
the Company of Staff Officers .... and so 
the soldier came duly to his post as Captain of 
Napoleon's Guard.— ^(66<. 

HUMILIiT. 

The more humility the more room, the more 
fulness. For the proud hill-tops let the rain run 
off, the lowly valleys are richly watered. 

St. Augustine. 

OF HUMBLE SUBMISSION. 

God protecteth the humble and dellvereth him ; 
the humble He loveth and comforteth ; unto the 
humble man He incliueth Himself; unto the 
humble He glvetli great grace* and after his 
humiliation He ralseth him to glory. 

Unto the humble He revealeth His secrets, and 
secretlv draweth and inviteth him unto Himself. 

The humble person, though he suffer confusion, 
is yet tolerably well In peace; for that he restetu 
on God, and not on the world. 

Do not think that Thou hast made any progress, 
unless thou esteem thybelf inferior to all. 

Thomas A'KempU. 

BEGINNING OF FAITH. 

When the Suspension Bridge across the Niagara 
was to be erected, the question was how to get the 
cable over. With a favourable wind, a kite was 
elevated, which alighted on the other nhore. To 
its Insigniflcant string a cord was attached, which 
was drawn over, then a rope, then a larger rope, 
then a cable strong enough to sustain the iron 
cable which supported the bridge, over which 
heavily-laden trains pass in safety. This could 
never have been done but for the little kite-string, 
which may represent a weak faith, yet reaches to 
Christ and heaven, and may enlarge to gigantic 
proportions, and bold the possessor fast anchored 
within the yeil.-- Salter. 
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(St. Matthbw 8. 6-13.) 

Learn—St Matthew, ch. 6. ver. 3; and Psalms 41. 1. 



BRIEF 
SUMMARY. 



I.— The Centurion's Cliaraoter. 
II.— The Centurion's Faith. 
III.— The Centurion's Reward. 



INTRODUCTION.— Our Lord*s teaching astonished the people, for He taught 
them as one having authority (ch. 7. 29). The Sermon finished, Me 
came down from the Mount, and had scarcely entered Capemaam before 
He was met by a number of influential Jewish Elders (see St. Luke 
7. 1-10), who besought Him to grant a favonrable answer to the prayer 
of a Roman officer, to heal his servant (or slave^ as he should be more 
properly called). These men told our Lord that, although a Gentile, 
this Centurion loved the Jews, and had built the synagogue at Caper- 
naum for them, and was worthy. The fame of ifesus ^h. 4. 24) was 
thus having effect on Jew and GhentUe. 



I.— The Centurion's Charac- 
ter. 

1. This Centurion, a captain over 
one hundred soldiers, was a great 
man and ruler over the city of 
Capernaum— probably kept the 
garrison of soldiers there. 

Being a Roman, he could not 
expect to win much favour from 
the Jews. Suppose England were 
conquered by the French, and a 
French commander made Gover- 
nor of Dover, how the inhabitants 
would, in heart, rebel against the 
foreigner. In a poeiiion like this 
was the Centurion placed. Yet we 
find he had won the good- will of 
the people of Capernaum. 

How was this? 

2. He was very different to most 
Bomans — ^humble, gentle, consi- 
derate.— (" Humility,'') 

a. He was good and kind to those 
of his own house. This is shown 
in his great anxiety about his 
slave, or servant (ver. 5, 6). 



^ Pictnie some slaves in olden 
time, in AJruxij or America, or 
West Indies— how terribly treated, 
master's will supreme, no liberty, 
used like cattle, and not so wdl 
cared for. 

Illustrate by early life of Bishop 
Crowther, who was once a slave. 

This slave of the Centurion's 
absolutely under his control to do 
with as he liked, yet how kind ! 
If his own child had been ill he 
could not have been more anxious. 

b. He vas good and kind to the 
Jews— a rare thing among the 
RomanSfWho sometimes, like their 
master, Herod, raled with great 
cruelty. Another instance, men- 
tioned in Acts 10. 2. 

He built them a magnificent 
svnagogue, thought to have been 
the mo»t handsome in the city. 
So the Elders who came to Jesus 
said he was worthy of any favour 
(St. Luke 7. 4), and that he loved 
their nation. 
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II.— The Genturion's Faifh. 

1. Very different to most of the 
Jews, 

a. Here was a great captain, a high 
State official, seeking help from 
whom? A carpenter's sonl So 
thought the Jews scomfolly (St. 
Mark 0. 8). 

b. Very humble was the Centurion 
(ver. 8) : " not worthy " that 
Jesas should come under his roof 
(Isa.57. 15 ; St. Jamea 4. 6),^(See 
'* Thomas A'Kempis.") 

e. Beady to obey (ver. 9).— As a 
soldier he gave his orders and re- 
quired obedience ; so he came to 
Jesus read^ to do without ques- 
tion His will. 

His lawful profession had taught 
him the Importance of obeying those 
in authority. He saw in Jesus One 
before whom he could bow, and to 
whom he felt himself unworthy to 
speak. He learnt by faith how truly 
to obey God (1 Sum. 15. 22). 

How different to the Jews! 

d, "Speak the word only'' (ver. 8). 
—The Word of Jeeus to the 
Centurion's seri^ant would at 
once bring healing — so believed 
this Roman soldier (See 1 Chron. 
6. 20). 

How blessed to the Jews, oould they 
have realised, as did this Centurion, 
the pr>wer of Jesus' word, and *' put 
their trust in Him." 

—{.See " A Soldier's Faith:') 



III.— The Centnrion'a Re- 
ward. 

Read verses 10 to 13. 

1. Jesus marvelled ! — that a Gentile 
should show such faith ; while the 
Jews, ttie favoured nation, who had 
had pntphfts and teachers and the 
sncred word of (»od to guide them, 
showed no faith like unto this Roman 
soldier (St. JMatt. 15. 28). 

2. The Centurion asks Jesus to speak 
the word only. Our Lord proposes to 
honour him by going to his house ; 
and In this our Lord brings out the 
strong fHith and deep humility of the 
soldier, that He may crown and re- 
ward him In the presence of the 
Jewish Elders (1 Sam. 2. SO). 

S. The answer is given In the self-same 
hour, while Je.^'Us 8pake (Isa. 65. 24). 
The servant, "dear to him," i.«.. 
highly valued, was made whole of 
bis palsy. A man grievously tor- 
mented (ver. 6) cured by the word of 
power which Jesus spake (ver. is). 



4. "Go thy way: as thou hati 
believed^ so be it done unto Thee " 
(ver. 13). The active faith of the 
soldier won a bright reward. No 
medals on his breast so precious 
to him. The approval of Jesus 
will help him in the path of duty 
wherever that may be. How 
happy he must have been on bis 
return to his house to find his 
faithful servant restored to health 
again ! 



LESSONS. 

1. We learn in this miracle how 
great a power \a faith. It is like 
a key to open the door of our 
hearts that Christ may shine 
therein. By faith we can bring 
to Him all our cares and our 
desires for ourselves and others 
(St. Mark 9. 22, 23). 

2. We see how God nonours inter- 
cessory prayer. It was so with 
Abraham (Gen. 18.). 

8. We learn also that whatever is 
l^ood in our dail^ occupation may, 
if rightly fipphed, help us in our 
Christian Ufe. Whether as a 
soldier we learr hearty obedience; 
or as a BervsLntj Jaiih fulness ; or 
as an apprentice, diligence and 
patient service; or as a Echolar, 
acquire learning — each of these 
will have an effect on our lives ; 
and as obedience and command 
were to the Canturion, so may 
our training and occupation help 
us in the service we should prajer- 
fuUy seek to render unto God. 

4. But remember, it will not be by 
our learning^ or our diligence, or 
our high positUm, or our humble 
hfe, that we shall be saved. We 
must first have faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, then those may be 
the means of teaching how to 
eerve Him (St. Mark 16. 16).— 
See ** Beginning of Faith:') 

5. Lastly, we learn hern something of 
the Iniinite love and tender sympathy 
of Jesus. He had been on the moun- 
tain all night in prayer to God. He 
had preached to the multitudes dur- 
ing the day. As Hedet-cends from the 
Mount the leper cries, »' Lord, if Thou 
wilt. Thou canst make nie clean" 
(ver. 2). He was told of the centu- 
rion's servant, but did not see him ; 
and He heals Peter's wife's mf'ther, 
sick of fever (ver. 14, 15). In each case 
our Lord was quick to snow His tender 
pity and to heal (St. John 8. 16). 
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NOTES OF LESSONS-No. 9. 



Subject : THE SICK WOMAN & JAIRUS' DAUGHTER. 



Daily Portions of 
niustratlve Beading for 
Teachers and Scholars. 



St, Matthew, 
SUNDAY ... ch. 9. 1-13 



MONDAY .„ „ 14-26 



TUESDAY .,. „ 27-38 



2 Kings. 
WEDNESDAY V. ch.4.8-17 



THUBSDAY „. „ 18-37 

Acts. 
FRIDAY ... ch. 9. 36-48 



COLO6SIANS. 
SATURDAY ... ch. 3. 1-7 



Column for Notes, Illastrations, &c. 



A SHELTERED PLACE. 

Consider what prayer Is, and see how it cannot 
but strengthen us. He who stands In a sheltered 
place, where the wind cannot reach him, and with 
no branches over his head to cause a damp shade, 
and then holds up his face or his hands to the sun 
in his strength, can he help feeling the snn's 
warmth? Now, thus it is in prayer— we turn to 
God: webrins our souls, with all their thoughts 
and feelings, fiilly before Him, and by the very act 
of so doing we shelter ourselves from every chill 
of worldly care, we clear away every intercepting 
screen of worldly thought and pleasure. It is an 
awful thing so to submit ourselves wholly to the 
influence ofOod. But do it ; and as surely as the 
sun will warm us if we stand in the sun, so will 
the Oivcr of light and life to the soul pour His 
Spirit of life into us. Even as we pray, we become 
changed into His image.— //r. Arnold. 

THE TOUCH OF FAITH. 

Theophylact traces a mystical meaning in this 
miracle. The complaint of this woman represents 
the ever-flowing fountain of sin: the physicians, 
under whom she was nothing bettered, the world's 
prophets and sages, who with all their medicines, 
their religions, and their philosophies, prevailed 
nothing to stanch that fountain of evil In man's 
heart. To touch Christ's garment is to believe in 
His Incarnation, wherein He, first touching us, 
enabled us also to touch Him ; and on this that 
healing, which in all those other thlufis had been 
vainly sought, follows at once. And if we keep in 
mind how her uncleanness separated her off as one 
impure, we shall have here an exact picture of the 
sinner drawing nigh to the throne of grace, but, 
out of the sense of his Impurity, not " with bold- 
ness"— rather with fear and trembling, hardly 
knowing what there he shall expect— but who Is 
welcomed there, and all his carnal doubtings and 
questionings at once chidden and expelled, dis- 
missed with the word of an abiding peace resting 
upon \i\m.— From Archbishop Trench on*'MiracleSt 
page 307. 

HABIT OF PRATER. 

I never met with one who so habitually led others 
to God in prayer. I never remember seeing him on 
any business, or in any engagement to which we 
went together, without being invited to join him 
in prayer. A memorable occasion occurs to me. 
When we were on our way to a large meeting of 
the London clergy at Fulham Palace, at his sug- 
gestion we turned aMde in the avenue, and between 
the trees we bent in earneiit praver for grace. This 
habit .... seems continually brought to my 
mind, to show where my strength is, and what the 
Lord would have His servants do *Mn everything." 
—Life of Rev. W, Penne/cUherf page 381. 
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• (St. Matthbw 9. 18-26.) 

Learn— St Matthew, ch. 11. ver. 28. 



BRIEF 
SUMMARY. 



( I.— The Cry of Faltli. 
i II.— The Touch of Faith. 
( III.— The Joys of Faith. 



INTRODUCTION. — ^In prevlouB Lesson it was shown that oar Lord had power 
to heal all sicknese and disease of the bodj. His power over the sea is 
shown in stilling the tempest (ch. 8. 23) ; His power over Satan, in the 
casting out of devils (ver. 28) ; and now He is abonc to show His power 
over deathy in raising the dead to life again. Jaiius was the mler^r 
Chief Elder, over the Synagogue, which the Centurion had buHt. He 
probably was one of those who besought Jesus to heal the Centurion's 
servant ; and now his only daughter is sick and dying, he comes flinging 
. himself at Jesus' f eet— j>leading for help. (See also St. Mark 5. 22-45, 
and St. Luke 8. 41-56.) 



I.— The Cry of Faith (ver. 18, 19). 

1. A Father's Sorrow. — A little 

daughter (St. Mark 6. 23)— an 

only daughter (St. Luke 8. 42), 

about twelve years of age, who 

lay a-dyinsr. 

Jalrus. the father, had waited 
anzioufily for the return of Jesus 
across 8ea ot Galilee from the country 
ot the Gergesenes (ch. 8. 28, and 9. l). 
Ue hastens to the house of Matthew, 
where Jesus sat at meat, to tell Him 
ot his sorrow ^ver. is;. 

2. A Father's Cry.—" My daughter 
is even now dead/* His only 
child dead or dying ! His heart 
broken. 

Ho>¥ tenderly this father had 
watched his child for twelve yeari«— 
think of the birthdays and happy days 
ffone by, and now his daughter is to 
be taken from him. He remembers 
what Jesus did to Centurion's servigat. 
True, the slave was only sieJt, not dead. 
But he thinks of the wondrous mira- 
cles Jesus had done in Capernaum, so 
he goes with broken words, in great 
grief, to the Great Healer. . 

8. A Father's Prayer. 

a. He worshipped Jesus (ver. 18) ; 
he fell at His feet (St. Mark 5. 
2*2) ; he fell down at Jesus' feet 
(St. LnkeS. 41). 

(An illustration this, which shows 
that 8t. Slatthew wrote for the Jews. 
It was not necessary to tell Uum that 
•Jairus fell at Jesos' feet when ho 



came and worshipped Jesus : this 
was the manner of the Jews when 
presenting a humble petition.) 
b, " Come and lay Thy hand upon 
her, and she shul live " (ver. 18). 
Compare 2 Kings 4. 8-37. (Refer 
to "il Sheltered Place.*') The 
cry was urgen^ the faith but 
weak ; and it id to be sadly tried 
presently. 

II.— The Touch of Faith, 

1. A Woman's Sorrow Among the 

crowd who had been listening to our 
Saviour's words (ver. 10-17). there was 
one who eagerly drank in the mean- 
ing of ver. l2--that Jesos was the 
Good Physician. 

During the twelve years of joy 
to Jairus and his little daughter, 
she had consulted many phy- 
sicians, but all in vain. H!er 
money was gone, her health was 
worse instead of better, and no 
cure could be found for her sad 
disease. At ladt she heard words 
that gave her hope of remedy, 
and she now resolved to seek for 
it (St Matt. U. 28). 

2. A Woman's Faith (ver. 20-22). 

She would now try the Great 
Physician. Who invited all to 
come unto Him, without money 
and without price (Isa. 55. 1). 



29 



^(s. 9.—^aU$ of f wfiOfHs m Sit ^nti^tWs (SosjreL 



How she shoved Faith. 

(1.) She had no money to offer, 
and Bhe did not like to tell pnb- 
licly her sorrow, so she pressed 
among the crowd, and said to 
herself — 



(2.) "If I may bnt touch the hem 
of His garment I shall be whole " 
(ver. 21). (Refer to ''The Touch 
of FaUh.") 



III.— The Joys of Paitli. 



A.— To the Woman. 



1. In Belieyiag. There is great joy 
in tmst, in faith. 

This sorely-tried woman may have 
learnt from Mahum 1. 7, that the Lord 
knoweth them that trust in Him. 
Her faith was a living faith; her 
Scripture told her that the Lord is a 
8tr«mflrh<>Ui in the day of trouble, and 
that He is good. 



2. In taking God at His Word. 

So she will not hesitate to act 
and do what her heart told her 
was truA. To the stronghold she 
comes. It is enough, *' if I may 
but touch" (ver. 21). Many 
others in that crowd touched Him 
(St. Mark 6. 30, 31), but none 
like her. 

Illustrate. — Many go near to 
Jeeus — at church, at school, at 
prayer — but few really come and 
take Him at His word. 



8. In accepting the Blessing. 

a. ShQj'eeU in her body the power 
of healing (St. Mark 5. 29). 

Many have blessings sent to 
them m rich abundance day by 
day, but few/eel as they ought, 
either in mind or body, that they 
come from God. They have no 
Joy in their blessings. 

b. She hears the voice of Jesus, 

Saying. ** Daughter (ver. 22), be of 
good comfort ; thy faith hRth made 
thee toho/e." And her disease is 
healed. We thus again see faith 
and blessing g»ing hand in hand to- 

5 ether. The crowds may touch 
esus, and run after Him or His 
ministers, but no faiths no blessing, 

c. She realises the Joy of peace. 

She came trembling— now she falls 
low on her knees before His footstool 
(Ps. 91). 6), and may go forth with 
singing (Ps. 95. 1), the joy and pre- 
sence of the Lord being with her. 

"Go in peace" (St. Mark 5. 84). 
XBe/er to " JUabit of Prayer.") 



B.— To Jainu. 
1. In the Presence of Jesns (ver. 18). 

Jaims' faith sadly tried. He 
knew his daughter was near to 
death — ^if not already dead ; and 
just when he had found Qirist, 
and His steps were turned to the 
house of Jalrus, another sufferer 
appealed to Him for help. 

Tet Christ was near, and on 
Him re{>ted his hope. Many a 
child will cheerfully endure pain 
if they can only lay hold of 
''mother's handj' Her presence 
sustains and comforts her child. 
Something like this did Jairus 
feel when Jesus accompanied him 
to his home. 

3. In the Word of Jesus. 

While our Lord spake to the 
woman, servants came and told 
the ruler his child was dead 
(St. Mark 6. 35, 86). "Why 
troublest thou the Master any 
further?" Jesus, seeing the 
grief the sorrow of the weeping 
father, spoke comfortably to him. 
"Be not afraid, only believe." 
Compare Isa. 43. 1, 2. 

8. In the Power of Jesns (y. 28-26). 

a. Jn the home. — The mourners, 
and minstrels, and people making 
a noise. Jesus speaks, "Qive 
place" — ^that is, in the presence 
of the Lord there is no place or 
room for hopeless grief. Those 
who laugh and scorn Him have 
no place near to Him, here or 
hereafter (Pro v. 1. 26). 

b. In the presence of death The 
mockers are turned out. but the 
father and mother. His disciples- 
Peter, James, and John (St. Luke 
8. 61)— witness the power of Jesus, 
who raises the child to life. He is 
very near to all, now. in death. To 
those who love Him He speaks kind 
and tender word«. Perhaps His Holy 
Spirit whitipers, '*The Lord hath need 
of this brother, this sister, or this 
father or mother, in heaven"— and 
this comforts the sorrowing; and 
tlms He fiUflls His word la Isa. 61. S. 



80 



^L (ttlait^lS^B &0Bpd. 



NOTES OF LESSONS-No. lo. 



Subject : MISSION WORK. 



Daily Portions of 
niostrative Recullner for 
Teachers and Scholars. 



St. Matthbw. 
SUNDAY ... ch. 10. 1-16 



MONDAY 



„ 16-33 



TUESDAY ... „ 34-42 

2 Kmos. 
WEDNESDAY... ch. 6. 1-4 

Nbhbmiah. 
THURSDAY ... ch. 8. 1-10 

Acts. 
FRIDAY ... ch. 13. 1-6 

Epbesians. 
SATURDAY ... ch.4. 7-16 



Column fbr Notes, Illastrations, ^o. 



THE SOUTH SEA ISLAHDESS. 

** As I had come to the work one morning with- 
out my square, I took up a chip, and with a piece of 
cbaruoal wrote niton it a request that Mrs. Williams 
would send me the article. I called a chief, who 
was superintending his portion of the work, and 
said to him, *Frieud, take this: go to our house, 
and give it to Mrs. Williams.' He was a ^ingular- 
lookfng man, remarkably quick in his movements, 
and had been a great warrior ; but, in one of the 
numerous battles he had fought, had lost an eye, 
and giving me an inexpreiisible look with the 
other, he said. *Take that! she will call me a fool 
and scold me If I carry a chip to her.' * No,' I 
replied, *8he will not ; take It and go immediately 
—1 am in haste ! ' Perceiving me to be in earnest, 
he took It, and asked, * What roust I f^ay?' I re- 
plied, 'Tou have nothing to say; the chip will 
say all I wish.' With a look of astonlFhment and 
contempt, he held up the piece of wo3d, and said, 
' How can thin speak ? Has this a mouth ? ' l 
desired him to take It immediately, and not spend 
so much time in talking about it On arriving at 
the house, he gave It to Mrs. Williams, who read 
it. threw it awav, and went to the tool chest, 
whither the chief, rc-iolving to see the result of 
this mysterious proceeding, followed her closely. 
On receiving the square from her, he said, * Stay, 
daughter ; how do you know that this is what Mr. 
Williams wants?' * Why,' she replied, 'did yon 
not bring me a chip just now?' 'Yes,' (>ald the 
astonished warrior; 'but I did not hear it say 
anything.' * If you did not, I did,' was the reply, 
*for it made known to me what he wanted, and all 
you have to do Is to return with it as quickly as 

EosslMLe.' With this the chief leaped out of the 
oase, and catching up the mysterious piece of 
wood, he ran through the settlement with the chip 
in one hand and the square in the other, holding 
them as high as his arms would reach, and shout- 
ing as he went, * See the wisdom of these English 
people ! They can make chips talk ! they can make 
chips talk!' On giving me the square, he wished 
to know how it was potisible thus to converse with 
persons at a distance. I gave him all the explana- 
tion in my power ; but it was a circumstance in» 
volved in so much mystery, that he actually tied a 
string to the chip, hung it round his neck, and 
worelt for some time. During several following 
days we frequently saw him surrounded by a crowd, 
who were listening with Intense interest while he 
narrated the wonders w^lch this chin had per- 
iormni.**— Great Jfigxiondtries (Rev. A. Thomson). 

From this simple incident the good missionary 
Williamii was able to show the reasonableness of 
Ood speaking to UIs people through His written 
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S(o. 10.— ^otts a{ ^tssau m St. ^at^in's SasftL 



(St. Matthew 9. d5-38| and OHr 10.) 

iearnSt Matthew, ch. 28. ver, 19, 20. 



BRIEF 
SUMAfAfiT. 



( I.— Preparation. 
j II.— Administration. 

Ill.—Partioipation. 

IV.-* Anticipation. 






INTBODIJCTION.— It \b generally anderstood tbat our Lord had now com- 
pleted Hifl third circuit in the cities and villa geg of Galilee, teaching 
m the synagogues, preaching to the people, and healing every sickness. 
The first journey is mentioned in St. Matt ch. 4. 28-25 ; the second, in 
St. Luke 8, 1-3, and St. Mark 6. 6 ; and the third, as above, in ch. 9. 35-38. 
His disciples bad witnessed His work, and now, under His instruction, 
they are sent forth to fit them to stand alone, when He should b& 
xemoved from among them« 



2. Preparation. 

(Bead ch. 9. 85-88.) 

1. The field must be prepared.—" The 
harvest is plenteous " (ver. 37). 
* The harvest-field to which our 
Lord came was undoubtedly the 
whole world (St. John 3. 16); 
but in the^r«< instance the (j^pel 
is offered to the favoured nation, 
the Jewa (Acts 3. 25, 26). 

8. Prayer most be ofiered. — "Pray 
ye the Lord of the Harvest" 
(ver. 38). Our Lord was moved 
with compa<«Bion towards the 
multitude, who eagerly, and with 
much fatigue, followed Him. 

1. How He honours prayer. Jeans 
asks UiB disciples to pray for a 
definite work— a work which be- 
loDRS to God—*' that He will send 
forth labourers." 
S. How He honours Hi$ followers. 
making them oo-workers with Goct 
(2Cor.«.I). 

** I will yet for this be enquired 
ol" (Ez. 86. 37). 

And Hi our Church teaches In one 
of her coUectii, that all work for God 
must be " begun, continued, and 
ended in Thee'*— that God may be 

glorified, and oouU fathered into the 
eavenly samer oi. everlsstlug life 
(Ezek. 8tf. Stf, 87). 

8. Example.— A good example is a 
great encouragement in pieparing 



for God's woii:. This our LonT 
sets before His disciples (St. Luke 
6. 12). He continues all night in 
prayer to Gh>d before He chooses 
them, and calls them distinctly 
to the high office of Apostle, t.«., 
one sent, {Daily Portion^ Neh. 8.) 

II, Administration. 

(Bead ch. 10. 1-23.) 

This includes men and means, 
instructions, spheres of labour, 
direction, And protection, ot which 
in this Lesson we can only refer 
to two or three. 

1. The Men (ver. 1-5). — Twelve 
Apostles '* called," chosen of G-cd, 
for a definite work. This was 
the first ordination of Christian 
ministers, and Jesus endued them 
with power against Satan's work 
and to heal the effects of sin 
(ver. 1). 

He Kent them forth (ver. 5), by two 
and two (St. Mark 6. 7). Probably 
sent in the order given. St. Matthew 
adds '* publif'an ''^ to his own name, 
showing the true humiliiy which 
should adorn the character of those 
who labour for Chiiat. 

2. lostmction. — Christ was the 
teacher of His own apostles. For 
three years they were under His 
training, that they might be 
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thoronghly farniahed onto all 

good worka (2 Tim. 8. 17). (Read 

iei. 6-15.) 

S, DirMlioD— 

a. Sent to prtach and SBDonQoe 
that the luagdom of heaveD ia 
at hand (rar. 7). Tliat salration 
through Jesos, the true Hesaub, 
was near. (ZiaiVn Portioii, Acta 
IS. 1-S.) 

I. Beat to Ami.— Tbe GoKpel, . 
message o( bealing to bod; and 



of li 



I those impuit 



those ikk ot this Koild, f 
jbjTj which never end, (Sailg 
Portion, 2 Kings fi.) 
t. Sent to the ft»( theep of the 
house o( Israel (ver. 6). This 
trial of the Apostlea' mbl 
and teaching wits to be nea 






ing^ iTraviitg ihttp, (sr avrsy ttwn JU 

111. Participation. 

(Read ver. 24-J2,) 
1. In CliHst's aaSbringi andbiali — 
T... .,:..^_, __. „p^ 

---^ Js gain (Pha 8. 10). 

Our Church teaches, "There 
should be no greater comfort to 
Christian persona than to be made 
like Christ by suffering paaently" 
( Vititalion of Sick). 
3. In the brininph of the Qospel 
(tbt. 84-36). — A war agair-' -"- - 
yeact only through Tictori 
must first be conquered 
p«Me ud joy will leign. 



3, lo the bar of Qod (rar. ?9-8I]. 
— Like Daniel snd tha three 
children of Inael, strong in tba 
tear of Qod (Prov. H. 26). 

4. In tbe oan of Qod.— "Te are of 
more valne tban many spairowi" 
(ver. 81). " He caieUi lot yon" 
<1 Pet. 6. 7). 

h. And tbat all belierera maypar- 
ticiQate in this Oospel Missioii tor 
Christ. — A cup of cold water not 
loat (Ter. 42). He knows and 
sees erery thing (Prov. 6. 21). 
The butler may forget Joseph ; 
Qod doea not. He will aay in 
the resurrection mom to many 
— '■- little expect it, " I waa 



(St. 



igry, nj 
Uatt. 



•■ ''.*.,8»™ n 



25. 86). 



IT.— Anticipation. 
1. In the Day of Uie iptttlsa. 

Uiasion work, aa narrated in tlie 

Acts of the Apoetlea, tells of— 

(I.) Fruil/vl labour— 'by St Peter, 

Bl. James, fit. Panl, and many 

<2.) Hoi's ««it — "I can do all 
things throDgb Christ which 
atrenglheneth me" (Phil. 4. IB). 

(3.) Jo^vl Aope— that the Lord 
would fnlfll Hia wiU on earth, 
and come again &om beaTen 
(Acts I, II). 
S. 10 onr own Dayi. 
The records of miarion work in tha 
nineteenth century also tell of^ 

(I.) Frait/id iiiour.- Tha Choreh 
of Christ is deeply rooted in our 
own land,and throughout Europe, 
America, and the Britifih Ctolo- 
nies. Tbere are about SSOmiUiouB 
of □ mina Cbn tiana thronghont 
h J hoBtonc, 



(3.) JD)(gu;»ep«,— Enment Drayerlserer 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. II. 



Snliject : JOHK BAPTIST : HIS LIFE. 



Dally Portions of 

niTUtratlve Beadlngr for 

Teacliers and Scholars. 



SUNDAY 



St. Matthbw. 
... ch. 11. 1-15 



MONDAY ... „ 16-24 



TUESDAY ... „ 26-30 

Malachi. 
WEDNESDAY,., ch. 8. 1-6 

Isaiah. 
THURSDAY ...ch. 40. 1-11 

1 Kings. 
FBIDAY ...dL 18. 17-40 



Hbbrbws. 
BATUEDAY ...ch. 11. 82-40 



Column for Notes, Illustrations, Ao, 



EABL7 TBAIIIHO OF JOHN BAPTIST. 

It is to be remembered that John was bom a 
priest —that if«. belonging to one of the mo»>t learned 
and highly educated bodies In the country. All 
Jews hud whnt would now be called a good common 
edncation^that is to say, they could read, write, 
and cypher; and were besides instructed in the 
sacred history, which was the history of their 
nation, in the requirements of the law, and in their 
obligations and privileges as members of the 
chosen race. But the priesthood received what 
was intended for, and was considered, a high 
education .... 

Such an education and training as belonged to 
his order Zacharias was not likely to withhold 
from his son— least of all from a son of whom high 
expectations were entertained.— />r. Kitto. 



PEBSONAL CONSEGBATION. 

An incident Is related of a missionary and a 
proud and powerful Indian chief. The chief was 
convicted of sin. Trembling under a sense of 
guilt, he approached the mii>8ionary, and proffered 
his belt of wampum to be freed from his crushing 
fears. " No," said the missionary, *• Christ cannot 
accept such a sacrifice." The Indian departed, but 
(k>on returned, offering his rifle, and the skins he 
had taken in hunting. **No,'' was the reply, 
** Christ cannot accept such a sacrifice." Again the 
Indian went away, out soon returned once more 
with a troubled conscience, and offered his wig- 
wam, wife, child, everything, for peace and pardon. 
** No,*' was the reply, *' Christ cannot accept such a 
socrifloe." The chief seemed oppressed with sur- 
prise for a moment, then, lifting up his tearful 
eyes to the face of the missionary, be feelingly 
cried out, ** Here, Lord, take poor Indiim toor*— 
Didtinion. 



ST. JOHN BAPTIST'S BAY. 

Where Is the love the Baptist taught. 
The soul unswerving and the fearless ton^e ? 

The mnch-endnrlng wisdom, sought 
By lonely prayer the haunted rods among? 
Who counts it gain 
His light should wane 
So the whole world to Jesus throng. 

The Christian rear {Kelde), 
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(St. Matthew 11.) 

. Learn— St Luke, oh, 7. ver, 28. 



BRIEF 
SUMMARY. 



II.-— A Voloe in the Temple. 
II.— A Voice in the Wilderness. 
III.— A Voice before Herad. 
IV.— A Voice from Prison. 



INTRODUCTION.^After the issue of our Lord's commands to His disciples, 
we are called upon by St. Matthew to step aside awhile, and contemplate 
the life of a most remarkable man. John Baptist, than whom no greater 
was born of women (rer. 11), was now suffering imprisonment for the 
truth's sake. Let us consider his career up to this stage of his life. 



I.— A Voice in the Temple. 

1. This takes us back thirty years. 
(Refer to St Luke 1.) An angel 
spake to Zacfaarias (ver. 13) : 
** Thy prayer is heard ; " a son is 
promised, and ^' thou shalt call his 
name John." 

2. Go back 700 years and more, we find 
Isaiah (ch. 40. 3^ deBcribing the charac- 
ter and duties of John— a voice cryiDg 
In the wilderness. 

8. And 800 years before Christ, Malachi, 
in ch. 8. 1, and oh. 4. 5, defines his 
position and oface— a messenger pre- 
paring the way of the Lord. 

4., The voice of the angel in the 
Temple at Jerusalem announces 
the birth of John, who would 
shine as a star, bright and clear 
(St. John 5. 35), until the San of 
Ilighteousness arise (Mai. 4. 2), 
the true Light of the world (St. 
John 1. 6-9, and St. John 8. 12). 



II.— A Voice in the Wilder- 
ness. 

1. Early Life of John. 

(U Dwelt in the hill country of 
Judea; removed from the busy 
life of the towns, trained specially 



by his father, a priest of the 
Temple. (" Early Training,") 

b. Prepdlraiwn for his office (St. 
Luke 1. 16). — Self-denying, filled 
with the Holy Ghost — waxed 
strong in spirit. 

c. Bis habits, — Dwelt in veilder- 
ness, sought no society (St. Luke 
1. 80), fed sparingly^ and was 
clothed in coarse ramient (St. 
Matt. 8. 4). 

8. His Manhood. 

a. At the age of thirty He goes 
forth from his sednsioii to the 
banks of the Jordan, to proclaim 
the coming of the Messiah (St. 
Matt. 3. 1). 

The kingdom of heaven is at hand 
(ver. 2) ; and to announce the true 

S reparation of heart (repent, and 
e baptized) for the Lord's coming. 
(Collect: St. John Baptist's Day.) 
b. He fulfils his office in great humility 
(St. John 8. 80, and St. John 1. 15 
and 27) with wonderful power (St. 
Matt. 8. 6), by pointing to Jesus as the 
Lamb of God (St. John 1. 29), by 
sending his own disciples to Christ 
(St. John 1.85-87). 

8. God's approval of John. 
(1.) Christ comes to him; God 
speaiss to him (see Lesson No. 8). 
St. Matt. 8. 13-17. 
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(2.) Jesus honours him (ver. 11). 
(Tohn had abased himself to 
honour Christ (St. John 3. 29, 80). 
Now when his faithfol seryioe is 
ended, he zeceives honour from 
Christ (St John 12. 26). * 

(8.) JesuB commends his work (ver. 
12). ''The kingdom of heaven 
suffereth violence " — 

Really means that the poor, and the 
despised of the laud, through John's 

E reaching, were storming the gates of 
eaven to enter in. 

So we are taught that we mast 
strive to enter in. We must wrestle 
like Jacob (Oen. 82. 96). 



III.— A Voice before Herod. 

1. Whowaa this Herod 1 A son of Herod 
the Great, who was a most cruel and 
^vicked father. Josephus tells us that 
Ilorod the Great, who slew all the 
children in Bethlehem of two years of 
age and under, murdered his own wife 
aud three of his sons. 

Herod Antipas, one of his sons, was 
Tetrarch of Galilee, t>., ruler over 
a fourth part of Roman province. He 
married nrst a daughter of Areta^, an 
Arabian king (see his name 8 Cor. 11. 
82). but afterwards, following most 
sadly the evil example dfhis wicked 
father. Herod induced his brother 
Philip^s wife to forsake her husband 
and live with him. 

8. He hears the voice of John (St. 
Mark 6. 20}. He feared John ; 
he knew Jonn was a prophet ; he 
heard him gladly. 

3. He hears a faithf nl witness : ** It 
is not lawful for thee to have thy 
brother's wife" (St. Mark 6. 18). 
Herod had broken the seventh 
commandment, and John, bold as 
a lion in the cause of truth, and 
as the messenger of God, fears 
not before kings. {"John Bap- 
tist's Day;* Keble.) 

4. He puts Jobn in prison— in a dark 
dungeon, far away out of his 
sight; but an evil oonscienoe 

S'ves him no peace in his sin (St. 
att. 14. 1-5). 



IV.— A Voice from Prison. 

(Bead ver. 1-19.) 

1. The wondrous works of Jesiis 
reach the ears of John in prison. 
His faithful disciples are allowed 
to visit him. Their faiih sort-ly 
tried. '< If Jesus be the Chiist " 
(think they) '^why allow John 
to remain in pricon?'' Ta 
strengthen their faith, he sends 
them with a message (ver. 8). 

2. The wondrous works again 
testify that He is the Christ (ver. 
4 and 5. Comp. St. John 5. 86). 

8. Although In prison, the visit of the 
disciples recalled to the remembrance 
of the multitude that John had testi- 
fied of Chri9t. Read ver. 7-10, and 
comp. St. John 5. 88-85. 

4. Who was John ? A prophet (ver. 9). 
Then why not believe his testimony? 
They stood self-condemned. 

5. They were like children at play (ver. 
16-l9)-they tire of one game, then try 
another— tney reject the testimony of 
John, and they reject Christ. 

f* 

6. And they will reap the woes and 
miserieH of lost opportunities (ver. 
2U-24. Comp. St. Matt. 28. 87). 

7. The voice of John from prison 
still points nls disciples to Jesus ; 
and our Lord gives practical effect 
to the testimony. 

(1.) By the issue of His gracious 
invitation to souls overburdened 
with sin, or sorrow, or trial, 
or adversity, or lack of faith, 
or doubts, or imprisonment : 
''Come unto Me all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest" (ver. 
28-30). (Jer. 6. 16.) 

(2.) So that all men, like John, may 
learn of Chrifit (Eph 4. 20 and 26} 
to be meek and loicly^ and ready to 
give up everything to promote His 
glory— to be nothlDg, that Christ 
maybe glorified. (Refer to **/1cr- 
sonal Consecration,'* y 



ITote.—" When an Instrument is laid aside, God knows how to raise np many others 
In the stead of it. The work went on though John wa8 in prison, and it added no afilic- 
tion, but a great deal of consolation to his bonds. Nothing i8 more comfortable to God's 
people in distreos than to * hear of the works of Christ,' especially to experience them in 
thenr own souls. This turns a prison into a palace. Some way or other Christ will 
convey the notices of Ills love to those that are in bonds for conscience' iFake. John 
could not see the works of Christ, bat he heard of them with pleasure."— i/a/rAn9 
Henry, 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 12. 



Snbject : THE SABBATH. 



Daily Portions of 
niastrative Reading for 
Teachers and Scholars. 



SUNDAY 



St. Matthew. 
... ch. 12. 1-20 



MONDAY 



)} 



22-87 



TUESDAY .,. „ 88-60 



Gbkbsis. 

WEDNESDAY... ch. 2. 1-3, 
Exodus ch. 16. 22-30 



Exodus. 
THURSDAY ... ch. 20. 8-11 



St. Lukb. 

PxlIDAY ... ch. 4.16-21, 

Hebbbws ch. 10. 5 



Acts. 
SATURDAY ...ch. 16. 13-18 



Ck>lnma tor Notes, niastrationB, ftc. 



DB. FA&RES TESTIM0V7. 

Dr. Farre asserted before a Committee of the 
House of Commoas that men who labour six days 
in a week will be more healthy and live longer- 
other things being equal— than those who labonr 
seven ; and that they will do better work, and do 
it in a better manner. 



GEOSOE III. 05 SABBATH-KEEPING. 

During certain repairs of the Palace at Kew, one 
of the workmen, who was a pious man, was parti- 
cularly noticed by His Majesty. One Monday 
morning the King went as usual to watch the pro- 
gress of the work, and not seeing this man in his 
customary place, inquired the reason of his absence. 
There was hesitation in answering, bur at last the 
King was told tbat this man aloue had refused to 
work on the Sunday to finish a particular job, nnd 
in consequence had been dismissed. "Call him 
back immediatelv 1" exclaimed the good King; 
** the man who refused doing his ordinary work on 
the LiOrd's day is the man for me. Let hfm be sent 
fur." The man was accordingly replaced, and the 
King ever after showed him particular favour.— 
Cpelipcedia of Jllwtratton. 



INFLUENCE OF SABBATH-BREAKING. 

A distinguished American merchant, who for 
twenty years did a vant amount of business, re- 
marked to Dr Edwards, ** Had it not been for the 
Sabbath, I have no doubt I should have been a 
maniac long ago." This was mentioned in a com- 
pany ot merchants, when one remarked, ** Tbat is 

the case with Mr. . He was one of our greatest 

importers. He used to pay that the Sabbath was 
the best day in the week to plan successful voy- 
ages, showing that his mind hud no Sabbath. He 
has been in the insane- hospital for years, and will 
probably die there." Many men are there, or in 
I he maniac's grave, because thev had no Sabbath. 
They broke a law of Dfature, and of Nature's Ood, 
and found ** the way of transgressors bard." Such 
ca^'cs are so numerous, that a writer remarks, 
*' We never knew a man work seven days in the 
week who did nut kill himself or kill his mind."— 
Dictionary of Itluttratum, 

37 



|i;o. 12.— Ilotw 0f f waans tm Sit Piattj^efe's (SosytL 

S^ttbitd: THE ^^BB^fJI. 

(St. Matthew 12. 1-14.) 

Learn —Isaiah, ch. 58. ver. 13 and 14, 

wprR-TT ( I— The lior^ of the Sabbath. 
RTTMit A Rv \ II— The Rest of the Sabbath. 
BUMMAKX. iii.«.The Joys of the Sabbath. 



INTBODITCTION. — Serious opposition to our Lord and His Ministry is now 
being stirred up by the Pharisees. Hieir consciences are ill at ease 
under His conaemnation of their conduct in rejecting the testimony 
of John Baptist, whom» through fear of th9 people, they were obliged 
to acknowledge to be a prophet. And now on the Sabbath day they 
watch Him and His disciples, seeking a cause of offence with wnich to 
charge Him. After the plucking the ears of com and the healing of a 
man with a withered hand, St. Luke (6. 11^ says they were filled with 
madnegs; and St. Matthew (12. 14), they held a council against iTm, Jiow 
they might destroy Him. 



I.— The Lord of the Sabbath. 

(Bead ver. 1-8) 

1. The Oircumstances.— ^a.) Passing 
through the . corn-fields on the 
Sabbath day, Jesus was walking 
along by the ordinary path, bear* 
ing His hunger as best He mi^ht, 
wmle the disciples were pushing 
for themselves a road through 
the standing com, by pluddng 
the ears as they went along* 
(compare St. Idfark 2. 23, and 
Deut. 28. 25). 

(5.) The Pharisees point to this 
act (ver. 2); unlatoftUj they call it. 

(c.) Our Lord points to the hunger 
of David, who ate the shew-bread 

il Sam. 21. 6). Necessity was 
)aYid'8 only plea — David was not 
condemned, then why condemn 
His disciples ? (Ex. 29. 83.) 

(d.) The priests also.fn the Temple set- 
▼ice. do many things which the Law 
forbids on the Sabbath. The Temple 
excuse* them. There is One greater 
than the Temple here (ver. 6). May 
He not excuie His disciples? — He 
holds them guiltless^ and shows that 
the works of necessity are lawful on 
that day. 



(e.) The Sabbath was ordained in mercy 
for man's good : man's good not to be 
sacrificed for the Sabbath (ver. 7). 
God will have mercy, not sacrifice 

SHos. 6. 6); also Matt. 9. 13, where 
esus first used these words in refer- 
ence to the soul.' He now shows that 
they are equally applicable to the 
body, and would have the Jews know 
that nothing in the ceremonial law 
must contradict God's great law of 
" mercy" to soul and body. 

(/.) The Son of Man is Lord of 
the Sabbath (ver. 8). 

2. Eeault. — Our Lord answered and 
defeated the prying Pharisees; but 
their defeat only enraged them more 
against Him, as seen through the re- 
mainder of our Lord's ministry on 
earth. 

Their Rabbis, by their traditions, 
added to the law* grievous restrictions 
too heavy to be borne, applying their 
rules to man, beasts, and things, and 
made it unlawful even to do good on 
the Sabbath day. 

Now consider the Sabbath as at first 
Instituted. 



II.^The Rest of the Sabbath. 

1. Its Institation.— (a.) ** In the be- 
ginning " — created, made by God 
(Gen. 1. 1): blessed and sanc- 
tified by Hun (Gen. 2. 8). The 
day was used bv God — He rested 
on the seventh aay (ver. 2). 



• Bp. Wordsworth and others support this view. 
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(b.) Made for marif not for Jew 
only — ^but made before there waa 
Jew or G^tile. 

(c.) Planned for man when be was 
innoc§nty before the fall, for his 
good in Eden-^how much more 
needful now I 

2. Its Obligation.— (a.) For the nae 
of all men. When the law waa 
given on Sinai, the Sabbath had 
existed 2,500 years ; therefore the 
Fourth Commandment begins 
"Remember" (Ex. 20. 8), as if 
to recall its previoos known 
existence. 

ib.) Part of the Law of Ood— and tbere- 
fore eternal. (Daily Portion^ Ex. 10.) 

First, written on man's heart and 
natural to a holy life, as in Eden 
before the fall. iDaily Portion, 
Gen. 3.) 

Second, written on stone; like as 
man s heart is made so by sin, so 
must thl« law be impressed thereon 
(Ex. 16.22-30). 

TMrd, again written on man's heart 
by the Holy Spirit that we may 
folfll the law (Bom. 13. 10). 

3. Its Object.— C«) Rbst in God. 
Yes ! Rest in body and in mind. 
Rest from labour, woiry, or 
anxiety. But more than this— it 
means peace to the sonl—frtr^^ in 
God — and restoration of health 
and mind for new work in the 
week to come. Those only who 
follow God's commands enjoy rest 
(1 John 6. 3). 

Even animal creation were to enjoy 
rtf4/. And nations that do not practise 
it find much evidence of declension 
among their people, to warn them 
that their neglect of one of God's 
Eternal Laws is a fatal injury to 
mind and bcdy. 

(6.) Beat in the Lo-d (Ps. 87.7).— Those 
who have heard Mendelssohn's bean- 
tifui music will remember that it Is a 
Solo to which he sets those words, not 
a C horns. The musician seems to 
teach just what the Bible teaches, that 
this rest mast be that of an individual, 
not of a multitude. Each, alone, 
must rest and trust in the Lord. Each 
Sabbath day, to those who thus seek 
Its blessing, becomes in the journey 
of life— 

**• • • a port protected 
From storms that round us rise ; 

A anrden intersected 
With stream.s of Paradise." • 

This leads us naturally to the 
next step. 



III.— The Joysof the Sabbath. 

lilvstrate. — Every child can tell 
of Bome joy which they call their 
own — " &eir very own," so they 
think. It may be a birth-day , 
with all its presents and happ^ 
faces and good wishes. Or it 
may be the return to a happy 
home, to a mother's loTins arms, 
after a long absence. There is 
much to remember in each of 
these. But (say to a child) what 
is it that makes you so joyful ? 
Is it not that your heart is full of 
some long-looked-for happiness, 
and yon have been desiring some- 
thing which would be c^nite your 
ownf Now there are toys in the 
Sabbath, but only to those whose 
hearts are fidl of £^titude and 
love to Him the Giver of all that 
is good, and by Whose Holy Spirit 
they become " their very own." 
1. We thank Him for the day, for 
on this day Christ arose from the 

dead. 
He brought spiritual life on the first 



day of the week— our Sunday, or 
Sabbath day, like as of old the seventh 
day was the first day of the natural 
life of man on the earth. See one of 
God's promises to those who delight 
In His Sabbath (Isa. M. 18, 14). 

2. We call it the Lord s day (Rev. 

1. 10). 
** O day of rest and gladness ; 
O day of joy and light." 

And it is especially the day on 

which those who love the Lord 

loin in prayer and praise, and 

have communion with Him. 

{Refer to " George lll^) 

3. It is the day on which He healed 
the man with the withered hand, 
as if to show us all that ^^we, 
who have no power in ourselves 
to help bnrselves " (Collect), may 
especially find Him very near to 
ns in the House of Prayer to give 
us help in our time of need (read 
ver. 9-13, aud comp. Heb. 4. 16). 
(Daily Portion, Acts 16.) 

Let each ask — 
(1.) Do I truly feel y(>y and rest on 

tiie Lord's da^ ? 
(2.) Am I seekmg to do any good 
work for Him ? 

« This is the day the Lord hath 
made, therefore will we rejoice 
and be glad in if' (Ps. 118. 24). 



• Wordsworth. 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. i3. 



Subject : THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER. 



= 1 



Daily Portions of 
Illnstrative Reading for 
Teaohers and Soholars. 



Bt. Matthew. 
SUNDAY ... ch. 13. 1-23 



MONDAY ... „ 24-43 



TUESDAY ... „ 44-68 

Isaiah. 
WEDNESDAY...ch. 28. 23-29 



ECCLESIASTES. 

THURSDAY ... dLll 

Galatiams. 
FRIDAY ... cli.6. 7-10 

Acts. 
SATURDAY ...ch. 10. 34-48 



Oolumn for Notes, lUnttrations, &c. 



A LANDSCAPE. 

A slight receds in the hill-side, close upon the 
plain (Uenneeareth), disclosed at once, in detail, 
and with a conjunction which I remember nowhere 
else in Palestine, every feature of the great parable. 
There was the undulating coru-fleid, debcendingto- 
the water's edge. There was the trodden pathway 
running through the midtit of it, with no fence or 
hedge to prevent the seed from falling here and 
there on either side of it, or ii|)on it ; itself hard 
with the constant tramp of horse, and mule, and 
human feet. There was the *'good" rich soil, 
which distinguishes the whole of that plain and 
its neighbourhood from the bare hills elsewhere 
descending into the lake, and which, where there 
is no Interruption, produces one vast mass of com. 
There was the rocky ground of the hill-hide pro- 
truding here and there through the corn-fields, aa 
elsewhere, through the grassy slopes. There were 
the lartre bushes of thorn- the *'■ nabk," that kind 
of which trudlilon says that the crown of thorns 
was woven— springing up like the fruit trees of the 
more inland parts, in the very midst of the waving^ 
wheat.— Sinai and falestme (Stanley). 

SOWEES OF WEALTH. 

a late Scottish nobleman, accompanying a gen- 
tleman to the tiummilof a hill which overlooked 
his lordship's estates, after explaining that as far 
as the eye could reach the country was his pro- 
perty, stated, in reply to the remark, '* Surely your 
lordship must be a happy man." that he did not be- 
lieve there was, in all tbe vast circuit that met their 
gaze, an individual so unhappy as himself. Tbe 
guilty Colonel Charterls found that piles of wealth 
were a pojr substitute for a peaceful conscience. 
AVhen dying, he said, *'lle would readily give 
£3(1,0 >u to have it proved lo his satisfaction that 
there was no such place as hell." Still more miser- 
able Was the career of the well-known Elwes, the 
miser. When worth more than half a million, he 
wore clothes so ragged, thttt many pei sons, mis- 
taking him for a cumiiiou street beggar, would put 
a penny into his htiud as they puissed. He would 
pick up bones aud mgs. He would glean with his 
tenants in his fields, and compliiin bitterly of the 
birds robbing him of so much hay with which to 
build their nests. He, however, gained his end in 
life. He accumulated nearly a mil lion of money^ 
but found, when he had done t-o, that the object of 
his search was full of dissatisfitciion. He would 
start from his sleep, exclaimiug, ** My money! my 
money! " His la^t hours were filled with gloom 
and anxiety. He died wreiclied and unhappy, 
posses-liig such extensive wealth, and yet flnaing 
It unable to suppi}* the wants of an immortu 
spirit.- YV^ Mvaye of Lift ( IK. Haig Uiller) 
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(St. Hatthvw 18. 1-9.) 

Learn'-Galatians, ch. 6. ver. 7. 



BRIEF 
SUMMABT. 



I,— The Sower. 
II.— The Seed. 
III.— The Planting : 

A.— Amonff IndivldiialB. 
B.— Amonff Nations. 



INTBODUCmON.— In the previous Lesson, and thronghont chapter 12, it is 
Been that the Pharisees were taking concerted action against our Lord, 
to oppose Him in every way. (See ver. 14, 24, and 88.) He now with- 
draws to the sea-shore to escape their hostile aitacks. Ghreat multitudes 
BtUl followed Him ; and He entered into a ship and taught the people 
on the sea-shore, by parable. 

The following grouping of the eight parables, thought to have been spoken by our 
Lord on this occasion, may be useful :— 



Subjects. 



The Seed sown 

The Seed that frrew spontaneously 

(»t. Hark 4. S6-29) 

The Tares 

The Oood and Bad Fishes 

The Gfttin of Mustard Seed 

The Leaven 

The Hid Treasure 

The Pearl of Great Price 



Teaching. 



\ 



The Planting 

, I Of the 

I The Extent and Limitation I Kingrdom 
} r of 

I The Growth and Purity . . 

I The Excellence .. 



God. 



We have thus a Series of Picture-Teachings. One subject only can be taken in this 
Lesson. 



Bemarks. 

1. Our Lord now chanRes His manner 
of epcaklDg to the people. The dis- 
ciples do not seem to know why, but 
the Scriptures must be fulfilled (read 
ver. 10-1 ;), so Jesus speaks to tbe 
multitudes on the sea-shore in par- 
ables. 

J. A Parable—what is it? "An earthly 
story with a heavenly meaning," is 
the almost universal answer U» this 
question. A little boy. of nine years, 
was once asked ttie question, and not 
knowing the answer above quoted, he 
wrote down— "A Parable Is explain- 
ing, put tine clearly." This intelligent 
answer is like an instruction to a teacher 
to speak very plainly; and, bearing it 
In mind, let the t4)acher picture the 
scene by the side of the Sea of Galilee 
—the boats, the people, probnbly a man 
in a field close by sowing seed, and our 
Lord sitting in a boat speaking lo the 
multitude. {S^er to " A Landscape") 



I.— The Sower. (See also ver. 
18-23.) 

1. Behold the Sower went forth to 
BOW (ver. 3). 

(1.) Behold! St. Mark (4. 3) pre- 
faces the parable with the word 
** Bearkerij* showing that our 
Lord addressed both the ear and 
ei/ej jnst as a teacher uses the 
black-board to convey knowledge 
to the mind of his scholars. 

Lbbson : As we tee the works ivf 
God in nature^ the sky, the sea. tile 
mountainj (fc, hearken to their 
silent teaching. There is aparable 
in all of these to those who hatfe a 
mind to see and understand the 
WiU of God, 
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(2.) *'The Sower." The artide ''the " 
(B. y.) ahovrs that it waa not 
intended to foe any sower, font 
Ohriftt Kimfielf, the Sower (Isa. 
28. 23-29). 

And compare St. John 4. 88, when 
He 8ay8 the disciples are to be sent to 
reap what He bad sown. 

Cnaraclerulics of the Sower. — He 
mutit have the Seed— must be trained^ 
and know how and where to sbw. 

Lesson : Our Lord is the Sower. 

After Him Bis ministers and 

teachers are sotoerSy doing His will 

(1 Cor. I2.28,and St. Matt 28. 19). 

(3.) ''WerU/orthtosow." The sower 
goes forth of his own free will 
(St. John 10. 17, 18), with a set 
pnrpoae (St. Matt. 18. 11), and 
with faitb^ that as there is a seed- 
time so will there be a reaping- 
time (Gksn. 8. 22). 

Lbsbon : The missionaries and 
others who go forth to preach the 
Word must learn from the sower 
to be J^aithful, and patient ^ per- 
severing J and bold in the work of 
the Lord, {See Lesson No. 10.) 

H.— The Seed (ver. 4). 

This is explained in ver. 19 as 

the Word of the kingdom, i.e., the 

Word of God (St. Luke 8. 11). 

We i^ee in previous Lesson how the 
Pharisees had over-laid the Scripture 
by their traditions, and created bur- 
dens too hravy to be borne (Ht Matt. 
23. 4). On the sumclency of this word, 
see Article VI. Church of England. 

Gharactehstios of the Seed. 

If unused it is like a dead thing ; if 
sown it has life— It expands.h&s power 
to force its way through the hardest 
soil, and it multiplier, and Is destined 
by-and-by to cover the whole earth as 
the waters cover the sea (Uab. 2. 14). 

III.— The Planting. 

A.— Among Individuals. 

1. There are three states of heart 

which prevent the seed of the 

kingdom of God from bearing 

fruit : — 

(1.) The stubborn^ or hard-hearted 

(ver. 4, 19). 

This is brought about by the way 
In which the hearer hardens his 
heart, by exposing It to every 
worldly enticement, uatll it be- 
conief> quite hard, wfaenheheareth 
the Word '*he understandeth it 
not "—he loses all desire for spiritual 
things, and does not really care for 
them. 



(2.) The superficial f or faint- 
hearted — have no root, can stand 
no trial ; one day of the, world's 
sunshine allures and enthrals 
them (ver. 5, 6, 20, 21). 

These differ from the previous 
hearers. There is a promise of g<^iod 
things. They hear gladly, but for 
want of real faith good Impressions 
soon fade away. The shining sun— 
a source of blessing in other cir- 
cumstances— In this case f>corche8 
the blade, until it withers and die«. 

(3.) The divided, or half-hearted. 
Those who pride themselves 
upon maklog the b^t of both 
worlds, which ends in having no 

time for Christ (ver. 7, 22). 

There is no particular fault in the 

soil in this case, but there has been 

sad neglect in preparation for the 

good seed. The roots of thorns are 

allowed to remain in the poll, and 

they soon grow up and strangle the 

good seed. The cares and pleasures 

of the world are the thorns that 

choke religious life. {Refer to 

** Sowers of Wealth") 

2. And there is only one condition 

of heart in which the seed when 

planted will grow, i.e., the good 

ground^ or true-hearted. 

B.— Among Nations. 

But our Lord may have Intended that 
His Word should have a prophetic and 
wider application than to individuaU' 
If to nations f 

1. Who were rejecting His Word? 
Who heard him, and yet pried into 
every motive, and doubted His 
Word ?— The Jews. And their con- 
demnation swiftly cameupon them. 
It was in A.D. 70 that Titus besieged 
Jerusalem. About one million of 
Jews perished, and not one stone 
was left upon another. 

2. Where were churches quickly 
founded, and yet soon became 
neither cold nor hot?— Asia Minor. 
(See Rev. 8. 16.) 

8. Where were churches planted side 
by side with pride and great learn- 
ing and riches, choking the Word ? 
— bioutbem £urope, much of whose 
power Is gone. 
4. Where was the Word planted by the 
zeal and simplicity, the faith and 
courage of a St. Augustine a Luther, 
a Wycliffe, a Cranmer, a Ridley, or 
a Latimer?— In north and wej>t of 
Europe ; and the Gospel from thence 
has spread like the small seed of the 
mustard tree, over the faCe of the 
eanh, until, as stated in previous 
lessons, more than 890 miitlons of 
the human race acknowledge that 
Jesus Is the Christ. 
Let us prav to God to fulfil His 
Word, and take our hard and rocky 
and thorny hearts, and make them 
(as in Isa. 64. 4-8) fit for His Word 
to abide in, and to biingforth good 
fruit to His Glory. 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. i4. 

Saiject; JOHN BAPTIST: HIS DEATH. 



Dally PortloDB of 
Illnitratlr* RewHngr for 
TeaobcrB and SoboUri. 




St. Matihbw. 


POETEAIT OF JOHIT BAPTIST. 


8UNDAT ... ch. 14.1-21 


lle»owJ€susiil.l<^Wi«,,f every stol.lo unMd 


MONDAY ... „ 22-86 


every dark ness. to ttoLde Intool! mull', mid loturm 
to Jl f«(HKlU»S ; (Dd Id do Uiudi cooU tic ICUVij 

s{[!is;*.t'%r,r4f™'32n?«'Aii'if.-^°.Vd%ViTi'h'; 




ftnr, i'-- ■ui^Sl'lhertiJ'y* 


TUESDAY ... „ 16. 1-20 


iirs^'— ""—'»■■ 




COLLIOI FOR lOHH BAPTISTS DAT. 


WEDHBSDAY... „ 21-89 


baly' li're. Itial we miTtmly npeot aoconlliig to 


St. Ldkb. 
THDESDAY ... oh. 1. 67-79 


K6PMTAHCE. 


Acts. 


TBDTH. 


FBIDAY ... ch. 7. M-eO 




BATOBDAY ... ,12.18-28 


A SUJDL OATH. 



$0. 14. — ^otts oi l^tssons on $i. P^ott^tb's dos^tl. 
Ilttbjjtitt : J0KN B^PWipn? : pig DE^^fp. 

(St. Matthew 14. 1-12.) 

Learn— Philipplans, ch. 1, ver. 12. 



BRIEF 
BUMMABY. 



II.— A War. 
II.— A Feast. 
III.— A Danoe. 
IV.— A Death. 



INTBODUCTION.— Canon Farrar,inhi8 "Life of Christ," says: "It must 
have been with His human heart full of foreboding sadness that the 
Baviour returned to Galilee. In His own obscure Nazareth He had been 
violently rejected. He had now been rejected no less decisivehr at 
Jerusalem by the leading authorities of His own nation." (See St. Luke 
4. 29, and lesson 12.) Scarcely had our Lord returned to " His own 
house " in Capernaum before uie news of the dreadful martyrdom of 
John Baptist reached His ears. In this Lesson we must dwell briefly 
upon the oircamstanoes which led to the cruel treatment and violent 
death of the great Forerunner, 



I.— A War. 

1. The Family of Herod the Oreat. 

(1.) After Herod's death his king- 
dom was divided among three of 
his sons. 

Archekttu ruled over Judea, 
Philip over Iturea, and Herod 
ArUipas was Tetrarch of Galilee. 

The eldest son, Herod Philip^ 
was banished from Palestine by 
his father, and he resided at Rome. 

AristobtUuif another son, was 

the father of Herodias. 

(8.) Herod AnUpas^ Tetrarch of Galilee 
—a weak, ciuel, senttual, selflsh, and 
sinful man— married, in the first in- 
stance, a daughter of Aretas, King or 
Emir of Arabia. (See his name men- 
tioned 8 Cor. 11. 88.} Lilce moi't princes 
of hiii time, he paid visits of ceremony 
at the Court of the Roman Emperor. 
On a visit to the Emperor Tiberias, 
he stayed at the house ot liis brother, 
Herod Philip, and there he not only 
libuKi-d the rights of hospitality, but 
cruelly induced Uerodias,hi8 brother's 
wife, to leave her husband, and re- 
turn with him to Galilee 

(3.) Herodias, who thus left her own 
husband, it will be seen had already 
married her uncle, and now leaves 
him to marry another married man, 
who was not only her brother-in-law, 
but also uncle by blood relation. 

(4.J Salome^ daughter of Herodias and 
Hentd PhlUn, left Rome with the 
guilty pair, became instrumental in 
the death of John Baptist, and at a 
later period folio wing the evU example 



set her by her parents and grand- 
parents, married her great-unole, 
FhlUp of Iturea. 

^ote.—Cl.) A tradition mention«>d by St. 
Jerome says Balome met with her 
death by falling through ice up to her 
neck In water, *'and her head was 
parted from the body by the violence 
of the fragments shaken by the water 
and her own fall, and so perished, 
(iod having flttod a judgment to the 
analogy and representment of her 
Bin."— Jeremy Taylor. 

(8.) HerrMt Aniipas and Herodias were 
charged with treasonable practices, 
and were banished about the year 
A.D. 89 from the Roman court and 
exiled to Gaul, where they died in 
ob.xcurity and dishonour. 

See the end of another member of 
thlM wicked family.— (Axi/y Fortion, 
Acts 12.) -» ■» 

This Herod Agrippa, who killed 
JamAs and imprisoned JPeter, was the 
brother of Herodias. 

2. Aretas at War with Herod. 

The King of Arabia was indig- 
nant at the treatment which his 
daughter had received. She had 
fled to her father's coimtry, with- 
out waiting for a divorce, and the 
king declared war against Herod 
to avenge the insult to his 
daughter. Josephus the historian 
tells us that this war ultimately 
resulted in defeat to Herod. 

Lbssoit. — We learn a solemn 
lesson from this history, bo f ar.— 
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To bewaie of the first begixminga 
of Bin I (1 Pet. 2. 11.) 

Many a man on the gallows 
has been brought to confess that 
he owed hh terrible end to the 
commission of one sin. (Bt. James 
1. 14, 15.) The first untruth : the 
first oa/A: the first fAe/2 : the first 
itutjul act: the first negfect of 
prayer or of reading God^g Wordf 
unrepented of, may lead to untold 
misery in this lite and ruin in 
eternity. — (See on " Beptntance ** 
and « TVtrfA.") 

II.— A Feast. 

Herod kept his birthday at the 
Castle of Marcbssrns (it is supposed) 
during the war against his father- 
in-law. 

A royal banquet was held, to 
which were invited " his lords, high 
captains, and chief estates of 
Galilee" (St. Mark 6. 21). 

Wines, fruit, and every delicacy 
which royalty con Id procure, were no 
doubt supplied after the Koman fashion 
in jn'eat abundance. 

It was the faii>hioa of the day to sup- 
plement their luxurioufl leasts with 
dancings or pantomimic displays. 

III.— A Danoe. (Read ver. 6-9.) 

On this occasion Herodias and 
her daughter Salome had planned 
a great surprise. 

Aking'sgrand>daughter appeared 
before these nobles ; and so pleased 
fierud with her dancing and grace- 
ful presence, that he promised with 
an oath to ^ve her whatsoever she 
would ask (ver. 7). 

Truly this was a ^' dance of 
Death." 

IV.— A Death. (Read ver. 8-6.) 

(1.) John Baptist was now in pri- 
son—confined in a dark dungeon, 
perhaps beneath the banqueting 
hall. 

(2.) Why? For the truth's sake, 
Herod had pretended, in the 
midst of his great wickedness, to 
care something for religion. He 
frequently sent for John and 
heard him preach, and for his 
bold fidelity in condemning sin 
(ver. 4) Merodias got her hus- 
band io put John in prison. 

<8.) The Jews divliked the Immoral 
marriage. John had condemned it. 
For fear of losing her position, and 



through revenge, Herodias had set 
her heart on accomplishing the death 
of her great eneuiy.— (<Se« " Portrait 
qf John"') 

(4.) Hence the wicked request of 
Salome (ver. 8) : " Give me John 
Baptist's head in a charger I" — a 
most appalling and horrible reply I 

(5.) Picture Herod before his no- 
bles. 

The fear of man, ** for his oath's 
sake and them which sat with 
him" (ver. 9), causes him to order 
a foul murder. 

His pride and meann<>88 and vice, 
stimulated by his unrest rntued luxury 
and worldliness, led him to command 
the executioner to proceed to the 
prophet's cell. "Give me here," at 
once, in the prefence of these nobles 
who dare to think ill of the conduct 
of Herodias, "John Baptist's head," 
who had dared to speak to Herpd la 
this manner—'* It Is not lawful for 
thee to have her " (ver. 4). 

And so in a moment the brave 
prophet, the faithful witness, was 
■ martyred to satisfy the inhuman 
revenge of two wicked women. 
Contrast Herod's feebleness with 
" Portrait of John," 

Besnlt of this Sin. 

How true it is that " conscience 
makes cowards of us ali.'f 

1. His sin ever present to Herod 
(ver. 1, 2). 

2. He hears of the fame of Jesus, 
and shudders at the thought 
that John (it might be) had 
risen again. 

His sin had surely found him oat 
(Numbers 32. 23). 

Besult of this Sorrow. 

1. The disciples took the body, 
which tradition says had been 
cast out to the dogs, and decently 
buried it. 

2. They went and told Jesus (ver. 
12). 

Human sorrow finds consolation 

in the assurance that the ear of 

Jesus is ever open to tlie cry of 

His people. " H6 heard of it," 

and went ''apart." So now, in 

sorrow, He listens to the stricken 

and lonely^ones of His fiock, and 

in loving tenderness seems to take 

them " apart" making their sor-< 

rows His ovm. 

*' What a friend we have In Jesns, 
All our cares and griefs to bear.'' 

(Isa. 53. 4, and St. Matt. 11. 28.) 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. i5. 



SBbject : THE TRANSFIGURATION. 



Daily Portions of 
ninatratlTe Reading: for 
TeaoherB and Soholars. 



St. Matthew. 
BFNDAT ... ch. 16. 1-20 



MONDAY ... „ 21-28 



TUESDAY ... „ 17. 1-18 



WEDNESDAY... „ 14-27 

Detjtbronomt. 
THITESDAY ... ch. 84. 1-12 

2 Kizroa. 
FBIDAY ... ch. 2. 1-11 



BSYXLATION. 

BATUBDAY ... ch. 1. 10-18 



Column for Notes, Illustrations, ftc. 



. THE SCENE OV THE HOLT MOUHT. 

Some other scenes miRht by the disciples be for- 
gotten, but I am sure Mount Hermon never was. 
St. John many long years afterwards, when he 
wrote his Gospel, says, ** We beheld Hii glory, the 
glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father^ full of 
Grace and Truth.*' And Peter, in his old age,when 
be was writing a beautiful letter to his converts, 
speaks of one place and spectacle which seemed to 
have fastened Itself above all others in his memory. 
It was not the first look he got of Jesus on the 
banks of the Jordan ; nor some incident in His 
home at Capernaum ; nor the walk on the sea ; 
nor the Temple at Jerusalem ; nor Qethsemane ; 
nor Calvary. What, then, wa9 it ? *' We were eye- 
toitnesset of Bis majesty . . . when tee were with 
Him tn the Holy Mount" (3 Pet. 1. 16, 18).—/. R. 
Macduff 



CHRIST AND P&A7EB. 

Behold how Christ entered upon all His great 
works, with prayers in His month. When He was 
to enter into that great work of His humiliation in 
His Passion, He went into the Garden to pray. 
When He is to enter into this great work of exal- 
tation in His transfiguring. He went up intp the 
mountain to pray. He was taken up from His 
knees to both. Oh, noble example of piety and 
devotion to VLSl—Bishop Ball. 



THE TEANSFiaUBATION. 

From this most remarkable erent dwell upon 
the following lessons :— 

1. The glory of Christ when He shall come 
I CActs 1. 



asain (Acts i. ii;. 

.2. The glory of the redeemed who believe on 
His Name. We shall be like Him (1 Johns. %). 

8. The certainty of a resurrection life beyond 
the grave ; and that we shall know the Saints, 
and loved ones who have gone before. Peter 
needed not to be told who the visitors were. 

4. That Christ, and those only who teach Christ 
and Him crucified, speak the words of eternal 
life. "Bear Himr Not even a Moses or 
Ellas, a saint or martyr, may take His place 
-Christ only. " Bear Bimf (ICor.S.S.) 

5. That prayer Is the power which opens 
heaven. Ood never fails to listen to the 
prayer of faith (Isa. 88. 1-8 ; Acts 9. 11, 10. 4. 
Compore 1 Tim. S. 8, and Pt. 86. 16, 17). 



(5f0pa^tf46.) 
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^. 16.— Itoftts of ^(ssoM n SL Pstt||eb)'8 Gospel 



(St. Matthew 17. 1-18.) 

Learn— 1 John, ch. 3. ver. 2. 



BRIEF 
SUMMARY. 



I,— Prnyer on the Monnt. 
II.— Transfiguration on the Monnt. 
III.-- Heavenly Visitorg on the Monnt, 
I V^.— Conversation on the Mount. 



INTBODUCTION.^Hitherto the teaching iu St. Matthew's Gospel haa had 
special reference (1) to the true Measiahship of Jesus, witnessed to bj 
John Baptist, and by the Divine Yoice at His Baptism (ch. l*-40 ; 
(2) to His triple office of Prophet, Priest, and King — ^in His words, Hjb 
works, and His power — as shown in ch. 6.-16. Now the evangelist pro- 
ceeds to nnfold the true nature of His person, His kingdom, and Hk 
sufferings (ch. 16.-24.), the sabject being introduced by a question similar 
to that with which these Lessons commence {tee Lesson No, 1) — 
" Whom do men say that I, the Son of Man, am ? " (St. Matt. 16. 13). 
This was not a vain question. The disciples would naturally like to 
have replied that all men hailed Him as the " Messiah of the Jews'' ; 
but truth comi>el]ed them to give the answer in ver. 14. (Compare 
St. John 1. 5.) ** But whom say ye that I am ? " It is then that the 
Father reveals to Peter (ver. 17) that "Christ is the Son of God" 
(ver. 16). The faith of the three chosen disciples is to be further 
specially strengthened by the scene on the Holy Mount (2 Pet. 1. 16*18), 
which forms the subject of this Lesson. 



I. Prayer on the Mount. 

1. Jesus *<took Peter, James, and 
John "— « to pray " (St. Luke 9. 28). 

We here notice the special teach- 
ing of St. Like, who particularly 
rerers to this characteristic of our 
Lord's life — Prayer, — (" Bishop 
EalL") 

2, The Time and Place of Prayer. 

a. Hie Wmff.— Probably at niffht. The 
disciples "were heavy with sleep" 
(St. Luke 9. 8«, and at ver. 87) ; ** On 
the next day, when they were come 
down from the hill." 

These incidents told by 8t. Lnke 
enable as to conclude that the Trans- 
figuration took place at night. How 
solemn the sight! No wonder that 
"they feared" (ver. 84). 
b. The Plaee.—JeBVii and His dlsc'ples 
were at Caesarea Pbilippi (St. Miatt. 
16. 18), where the memorable conver- 
sation referred to in the Introductory 
Uote took place. "After six days'' 
(ch. 17. 1) He took the three disciples 
" up into a high mountain." St. Peter 
calls it the Holy Monnt (8 Pet. 1. IS). 

It was supposed, at one time, that 

the mount referred to was Mount 

Tabor, in Galilee; bnt St. Mark 

• (ch. 9.30) states that Jesns "passed 

through Galilee " at a later date ; the 



Mount of Transfiguration was, there- 
fore, in all probability, Mount Hermon 
(Deut. 3. 8, 9. Compare Ps. 1S3. 8, and 
isa. 28. 16), a mountain of more than 
10,0(10 feet hi({h, who«e top is per- 
petually ooverpd with snow, and 
situated near to Caesarea Philippi.— 
{See " Macduff.") 

8. The Keed for Special Prayer. 

a, Refer to preyioua Lesson. Be- 
jected at Jerusalem and at Naza- 
reth; followed bjr the questiooing 
scribes and Pharisees from Jeru- 
salem (ch. 15. 1), and again in 
ch. 16. 1, they seek cause of 
offence against Him. Hence one 
reason for special prat/er^for 
help in time of need, 
h. When the disciples were asked 
"Whom f-ay ye that I am?" (ch. 16. 
15), and they replied that Ho was the 
Cnxript, the Son of God. they were in 
expectation of His becoming an 
earthly king, such a Messiah as i*ie 

aJdVS Willi t^d 

But that He should be ** killed, 4nd 
raised agnln the third day" (ch. Id. 21); 
that se^f-denial should become the 
law of Christ (ver. 24) • "no cross, no 
crown " — a law tor Christ, and for 
those who followed Him ; the whole 
world as nothing cjmpared with the 
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II.— The Tranafiernratlon 



(Y=l 



I, 21. 



IC IN nizht, no hnman footgtepa 
heard, fiocka now in the fold, birds 
at rest, the occuiooal cry of a. wild 
beast, or s. murmuring itream of 
melted anow ruBhiag to the Jordan, 
may bo heaid. The '" " "^ " " 



r the 



mount in full < 
ever to present a 
Glory. 
a. Ab H« pr&TMl (S 



tluplBCd, Kjuccedi pLudlng null Fll 
rMlicr.Oiat lU might be preptrsl fo 

fiESred, that is changed, bo tha 
Uis face ahone as the Bun, ani 
Bis garments became white a 
the dazzliu{7 snow abore tbem, o 
like lljlu. ihining tike tightning- 
{»,) Thus was revealed to th. 
ohoBen three a glimpse of the pas 
and (nCare glorj of their Lor 
and Master. 
III.— HeaTGnlT Visitors 

(ver. 6). 
1. The fcene U 



hanged; < 
hod fal 



diacipli 
I i,ab unke 9. 82), sad in their 
appeared by the side of Jesus 
leti talking with Him. 



MOSES. 
The gnat Ibw- 
BlTor, wno luU 

culoiu rod. "whc 
pmeniic oC Qod oa i 



go«i' ferhiit. Par 



Ilnw? 



8. ThTse Tislton testified by their 
pmence — 
(1.) That in Christ was ftOfilled 
Uut which both the law and the 
prophets had testified. 



1. Jtmi, Moses, and E!iu spake 
together (St. Luke 9. 81) of Hii 
dmat, which He should shoTlly 



tii°e''d™i™o''r"'nri«T'Thfi''?l1I^7ri5 
3. PFl«t "tpske not koowliig wh(t tit 



Thine be d»De""»t, Luke m. U}, lOi 

8. The Fathar speaks. 

A cCond orenbidowa them tike 
BX«Mii.h ol old lEl.to.St.U). Tm 
Fuherepakc.iuiltheBaDlieiii, This 
It Uy belu*Hl Sob. Htar Htm <Kt.U*rk 

fiiin'll«l(l>eui. IS.1S). Thedlu:l|ileiin 
prostrate snd filled with lear Iter. IJ. 

4. Jens speaks. 

His touch (rer. 7) of loTJng 
tender sympaihT restores the 
strength of the affrighted disciples, 
and He says, '■ Arise, and be not 
afraid"; and when they lifted np 
their eyes they were alone with 
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NOTES OF^ LESSONS-No. i6. 



Subject : THE LOST SHEEP. 



Daily Portions of 

Illustrative Reading for 

Teachers and Boholars. 



St. Matthew. 
SUNDAY ... cb. 18 1-14 



MONDAY ... „ 15-20 



TUESDAY ... 



»i 



21 '85 



WEDNESDAY... Psalm 23 



St. John. 
THITESDAY ...ch. 21. 15-17 



St. Ldkb. 
FEIDAY ... ch. 7. 35-50 

EZEKIEL. 

BATUBDAY ...ch. 34. 1119 



Oolumn for Notes, nimtrations, &c. 



HOPE FOB THE LOST. 

liady Huntingdon was trying to lead the despon- 
dent brother of Whi tefleld to Cnrist. To her urgent 
entreaties he answered, " Oh. it is of no use I I am 
Ion ! I am lost ! " '* Thank God for that," said she. 
"Why?" exclaimed the man in astonishment. 
** Because," said Lady Huntingdon. ** Christ came 
to save the lost ; and, if you are lost, He is just the 
One that can saTe you.*' 



PEBU OF THE LOST. 

Yean ago, a man- was benighted in a mining 
region. He lost his way. The darlcness was dense, 
and dangers were thick. The next step might pre- 
cipitate him down some awful shaft, some gloomy 
pit, and dash him, bruised and shapeless, upon its 
floor. He knew his peril, and he stopped, stood 
still, and began to cry. "Lost! lost: lost!" A 
cottager heard the sound, and, grasping a lantern, 
hurried forth to answer to the voice. Guided by 
the cry, ** Lost ! lost I lost I " he hastened over the 
moor. The lost man saw in the distance the 
glimmering of his light. It came nearer and 
nearer, until, as its rays flashed through the sur- 
rounding mist, he found that he stood upon the 
very verge of death. Another step would have 
carried him down the shaft, a crushed and mangled 
corpse! One step, one more effort to save himself, 
and he would have been lost beyond hope ; another 
effort even to And his way would have proved his 
Tuia.—Hev. C. H. Spurgeon. 



BOSALIE'S PBESENT. 

It was the picture of a shepherd, with a very kind 
and compassionate face, who was bearing home In 
his bosom a lost lamb. The lamb's fleece was torn 
in several places, and there were marks of blood on 
its back, as if it had been roughly used by some 
cruel beast In a recent struggle. 

But the shepherd seemed to have suffered more 
than the lamb, for he was wounded in many places, 
and his blood was falling in large drops on the 
ground. Yet he did not seem to mind it ; his face 
was full of love and full of joy as he looked at the 
lamb. He had forgotten his sorrow in his joy that 
the lamb was saved. 

In the distance were some of the shepherd s 
irieuds. who were coming to meet him ; and under- 
neath the picture were these words, printed in 
large letters : '* Rejoice with me, for 1 have found 
rny sheep which was lost."— JL Petp Behind the 
bceius (^Mr*. Walton). 
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(St. Matthew 18. 1-14.) 

Learn— St Luke, ch. 19. ver. 10. 



BRIEF 
8TJMMABY. 



1 



A.— THE PAYABLE. 
I.— The Shepherd. 
II.— The Fold. 
III.— The Wanderer. 



B.— THE MEAiriirO. 

I.— The Good Shepherd. 
II.— His Flock. 
III.— The Lost One. 



INTRODITOTION.— Our Lord hiu now returned to Capemamn (cb. 17. 24), 
where He stays for a short time, prior to His visit to Jerusalem, at the- 
Feast of Tabernacles. We have at the be^nning of ch. 18. a picture of 
home life. Some were disputing who were the greatest. It is evident Uiat 
at the house (St. Mark 9. 88-d7) where Jesus abode there were little chil- 
dren. The Saviour took one and set him in the midst ; then He folded 
him gently and tenderly in His arm<^, warning His disciples that unless 
they became humble like little children, and put away from them selfish 
thoughts, they should in no wise enter the kingdom of heaven (ver. 8). 
It is thus that St. Matthew introduces the Parable of the Lost Sheep. 
8t. Luke (ch. 15. 1) adds, " Then drew near unto Him all *;he publicana 
and sinners for to hear Him ;" thus showing that His love goeth forth 
to the weak and to the helpless, to the timid child, or to the poor 
lost sinner, in infinite tenderness and compassion. (lea 40. 11, and: 
8t. Luke 19. 10.) The Pharisees and scribes, the appointed shrpherda 
of Israel, murmured, sayinfir, "This man receiveth sinnera." Henco 
the striking significance of the Parable of the Lost Sheep. . 



A— THE PARABLE (ver. 12-14). 

I.— The Shepherd. 

An Eastern shepherd is here 
alluded to (see Ps. 23.). He pro- 
vides fully for the watUs of the 
*lock : — 

For reif. he makes them "to lie 

down." 
For food^ they eat at leisure in the 

** green pastures." 
For water, he seeks out for his flock 

the •' still water*," and 
He ieads his flock, going before them 

from place to place. 



II. The Fold. 

The shepherd calls them to the 
fold each night, where they would 
be comfortable and safe from danger 
of wild beasts and every harm. 

Ihe flock hear his voice, and he 
cotmts them all, one by one— he 
knows their number, and even 
their names. 



B.— THE MEAVINQ. 
I.— The Good Shepherd. 

1. Our Saviour leaves us in no doubt 
that under this figure He spoke of 
Himself (St. John 10. 11). 

2. Jesus, the Good Shepherd— see how He. 
describes Himoelf. 

(1.) He gfveth His life for the sheep 

(ver. II). 
(2.) I knote My sheep, and am known 

of MliiC (ver. 14). 
(3.) I lap down My life for the 8heei> 

(ver. 14). 



II. His Flock. 

1. An hundred sheep (ver. 12). This 
was a familiar way of dividing and 
numbering among the Jewo. 

2. Ninety-nine left in the wilderness 
(St. Luke 16. 4). 

This does not mean a desert, but 
their usual safe and good pasturage 
(see St. John 6. 10, and St. Hatt.' 
14. 16). 
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m.—The Wanderer. 

1. On a oertainday one sheep lagged 
behind — the pelt-willed eheep of 
the Btory. Though it had every- 
tbing, it wanted its own way. 
Just like many a wayward child, 
who fondee it could be extremely 
happy if not controlled, and it 
were allowed to do what it liked. 

2. So may we picture this foolish 

sheep — very hard to be always do* 

ing just what the shepherd wanted ; 
not pleaiiant to be foliowlnff his path 
all day and every day, and then at 
Dight*to be nhiit up In the fold ; »o the 
chance came to lug behind. Findlnsr 
Itself free, It bounded and scampered 
away Into " the world," to see what was 
to be seen ! 

8. It soon found ont what it had never 
known before. 

St ) That It had 7oji/ Itself. 
8.) That hungrr was no friend. 
S.) That thirtt was a terrible trial. 
Bat still it wandered on among rocks 
and hills; when night set in, and fear 
came over the wanderer. 

4. Itheard the distant howl of the hungry 
wolf; and now the loolifh sheep, weary 
and worn, thought of the shepherd and 
the fold. It hart only strength for a few 
steps— a cry, and it fell ioto a thicket of 
thorns, too weary and weak to free 
itself ; and there it lay I 

5. Just then the shepherd had 

"folded" his flock, and counted 

only 99. Hia heart went out to the 

lost one, and shutting the door, said 

he— 

*• . . . . This of mine 
Has wandered away from me. 
And although the road be rough and 

steep 
I go to the desert to And my sheep.'* 

6. He sought far nnd wide, and cidled 
it by naine. He listened for the 
wanderer's bleat, and at last he 
found the lost sheep — too tired to 
walk, panting, and weary and worn. 
8o the shepherd lifted it up on his 
shoulders, and carried it back to 
the fold. 

Now let us turn to the meaning 
of the Parable. 

Noie.—¥\T9t observe the key-note of 
the story— 

*♦ The SEEKING love of God:* 

All the parts of the Parable are im- 
portant, but Hubortiinate to the one 
thought that the shepherd sought and 
found and restored the '• WANDKKKa." 

The scril)es and Pharisees {see Intro- 
duetion) murmured that our Saviour 
sat at meat with publicans and sinners : 
they did not and would not undersrund 
that the true Messiah was to be a suffer- 
ing Messiah (Isa. A3. 4), and that He WAS 
oome to seek and to save the wanderers 
(St. Luke 19. 10). 



III.— The Lost One. 

1. Cannot retnm. 

A sheep ma^ wander, and might 

return, but a sinner cannot, without 

Gkd's help, return to the fold (lea. 

64.7: St. John 6. 44, 45). 

Sin is the first step from (}od. If may 
appear only a little sin, a fo<tl1sh act of 
self-will, ypt it separateH further and 
further from God every hour; and the 
sinner leit to himself is lost lor ever 
(£zek.l8.4und20). 

2. The Shepherd must seek ftr the 
Lost One. 

Tfiink of this Good Shepherd ! 

0.) The Incarnate Sou ot (ind, made 
flesh, that He might seek and save the 
straying ones. 

(2.) Sever weary of His task : shrank 
not from the thorns which wounded 
Mis flesh and tore His feet He entered 
into every trial and sorrow and be- 
reavement of life, '• and seeketh that 
which is gone astray (ver. li) until he 
find it " (8t. Luke 16. 4). 

8. The Lost One found. 

(1.) "If so be that he find it" (ver. 13), 
that none may be at rest in their liins. 
*'When he hath found it" (8t. Luke 
]5. b). is anything too hard for the 
Lord? (Gen. 18. 14)— as if to show that 
the vilest, theontcat-t, and the weake>>t, 
may yet hope that the Lord will be 
graci<u8 (Iha. 80. 18, 19). 
(2.) No pmiting, no upbraiding, no 
complaining that the road through 
which the Good Shepherd hath 
travelled bears the mnrks of His 
blood-stained Cross ; He doth not 
even drive the sheep back to the 
fold. He pities it<< weakness 
(James 6. 11 ; Ps. 103. 8), and 
'Mayeth it: on Bis (own) shoul- 
ders " (St. Luke 15. 5). 
4. The Lost One brought Home. 

The Good Shepherd carries the 
lost one back to the fold, there to 
be safe under His care. 

As the sinner without Christ is lost 
for ever, so the sinner found and re- 
stored by Christ is saved for ever (St. 
John 10. 28). 

6. RciJoicing in Heaven. 

(1.) Be rejoiceth more of that sheep 
than over the ninety and nine which 
went not astray (ver. 12). 
(2.) Heaven rejoiceth — *♦ likewise joy 
shall be in heaven " (St. Luke 1.5. 7). 

Angels sang joyfully at the birth of 
the Saviour (St. Luke 2. 1.^ 14). 

Moses and Ellas come down from 
heaven to talk to Jesus abont His death 
for sinners. {See previous Lesson.) 

The Father speaks, and is well 
pleased that His Son should accom- 
plish the redemption of the world. 
{Lessons 8 and 15.) 

Hence the joy that one sinner is 
bmnght back into the foUJ. The 
Father, saints, and angels join in the 
rejoicing over the recovery of 
"The Lost Sheep:^ 
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BLACKBOARD NOTES. 



A.-PABABLE. 
1. 11m Bhaphtrd. 

(1.) Cares for hl« 
sheep. 

(S.) f e«d« them. 

(8.) Lecids them to 
safe and good 
pasturage. 



t. The Fold. 



of 



fi 



(1.) A place 

safety. 
(S.) Well' fenced 

round. 
(8.) Sheep are called 

in every night. 
(4.) They are Known 

and numbered. 
(S.) Strangers are 

not admitted — 

only those that 

belong to the 

shepherd. 

8. The Waadorer. 

(1.) One foolish 
sheep tired of 
shepherd's care. 

Longs to be 
ree, and to see the 
hills and woods 
far away. 

(8.) One night it 
lags behind and 
wanders astray. 

(4.) Gets lost, trem- 
bles with fear, and 
hears the cry of 
the wolf. 

(6.) Cannot return, 
is weary and worn, 
and perhaps 
caught among 
thorns. 



4. Found. 

' (1.) Shepherd misses 
one sheep. 

(3.) Goes to the hills 
to seek for it. 

(8.) Finds it» carries 
it back and re- 
stores the Wan- 
derer to the Fold. 



B.—MEAVIHO. 

1. JTesas, the Good 
Shepherd. 

Learn—** I am the 
Good Shepherd : 
the Good shep- 
herd glveth His 
life for the sheep" 
(SL John 10. 11). 

8, The Flock of 



(1.) At present are 

in the wilderness— 

this world. 
(2.) The fold of His 

Church— a fence to 

protect them. 
(8.) Called to the 

fold and named in 

Baptism. 
(4.) All known to 

tiesus, and belong 

to Him. 

3. Ihe Lost One. 

(1.) Many foolish 
children get tired 
of father and 
mother's care, of 
teacher's care, and 
of the care of 
JESUS. 

(8.) Sin, however 
small It may seem, 
leads from God. 

(8.) The flnit <fn, 
at night, or when 
alone, out of sight 
of earthly friends 
—Just like foolish 
sheep. 

(4.) Sin repeated, 
may tremble at 
first — soon the 
world catches hold 
— the poor wander- 
ing boy or girl or 
man falls deeper 
and deeper and all 
seems lost. 

4. Jesus aeeks for 

the Lost 

(1.) Uarn — "The 
hon of Man came 
to seek and to save 
that which was 
lost" (St. Luke 
19. 10). 

(2.) A'o^.— Rejoicing 
in heaven when 
sinner is found 
(St. Luke 15. 7). 



JVote.— It will probably be the best 

flan to teach completely the story or 
^arable ^rat, and then to follow out 
ea(sh detail of the meaning. 



METHOD AID HUTTS. 



1. A Blackboard mav be used 
dttcoeasfully when the class is 
held in a separate room. Its 
use need not be confined to 
Junior Glasses; neither should 
it be limited to written notes, or 
texts, or references. 

Map9y VicMranUy Sketch^, 
are most he^fol adjuncts to 
teaching, and with a httle prac- 
tice wilfbe found venr attractive 
aids in Sunday-school work. 

2. Although the Blackboard may 
not, from the necessities of the 
case, be of general use in Sunday- 
sdiools, yet the principle in- 
Tolved can easily be adopted in 
any class, by the use of a small 

r, or 



pape 



slate, or pieces of ^ 
memorandum book, which the 
teacher can use for his notes or 
illustrations. 

3. The principal gain in adopting 
the system is-- 

(1.) The art of teaching by the use 
of the eyes of the scholars as well 
as their ears. It is quite a com- 
mon observation to notice that 
things seen are better remem- 
bered than things told; but when 
both faculties are combined there 
must be immense advantage in 
imparting instruction. 

(8.) Compulsory preparation of 
lesson. No one can toriU orderly 
notes without care and study. 
Spoken lessons sometimes mean 
unprepared lessons. 

4. The notes on the Blackboard 
should be brief and orderly; 
should be written, not before 
the Lesson begins, but tu U pro' 
ceedSf step by step. The teacher 
as a rule will stand to teach 
when using the Blackboard. 

5. Occasionally an adyanced scholar 
may be rewarded by being 
allowed to write the notes, either 
dictated by teacher or as educed 
from the class. 

6. The board should be placed at such 

an angle that all may see, and so 
also that the teacher may, even 
when writing, see the scholars — 
at the right hand, facing the 
class, is the position for the board. 
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NOTES OF LESSONS-No. i7, 



Subject : THE RICH YOUNG RULER. 



Daily Portions of 

niTiBtratlve Reading for 

Teachers and Scholars. 



St. Matthew. 
SUNDAY ... ch. 19. 1-15 



MONDAY ... „ 16-22 



TUESDAY ... „ 23-80 



2 Timothy. 
WEDNESDAY... ch. 1. 1-7 



THURSDAY ... „ 8.14-17 

AOTS. 

FRIDAY ...ch. 16. 26-34 



FfiOYlRBS. 

SATURDAY ...ch. 11. 23-31 



Ooltunn for Notes, lUiLStratlons, Ac. 



SELF-KHOWLEDGE. 

The demand C'sell all that thou hast"), great 
though it seemd, was exactly BtiUed to tne par- 
ticular case. It was a special test in a special 
Instance, though underneath it lay the luioondi- 
tlonal self-sacrifice and self -surrender for Christt 
required from all fits disciples. It could not fail 
to bring the young man to a clearer self-know- 
ledge, and thus to a wholly new conception of what 
true religion demanded. The only way to lead 
him to a healthier moral state was to humble him, 
by a disclosure of weakness hitherto unsuspected. 
He had fancied himself willing to do whatever 
could be required; he could not see if he really 
were so : he had thought he cared tor nothing in 
comparison with gaining heaven ; he could now 
Judge for himself if he had not exreA.-'Oetkte. 



THE FEAST OF TAB£SNACL£8. 

In the i«onth of October many people were pre- 
paring to go up to .lerusalpm, to attend the Feast 
of Tabernacles. This feast was what we might 
call the Jews' "Harvest Home." It took place 
when all the crops of the year were gathered In, 
and before the winter rains began to fall. The 
corn was housed, the grapes were plucked from 
the terraced vineyards, the olives were phaken 
from the olive-trees, and the olive-oil stored up in 

{ars. It was a feast of thanksgiving to Ood, who 
lad crowned the year with His goodness, and 
made all its paths drop fatness. Nor was this its 
only design. It was Intended also to remind the 
Jewish people of the long wanderings of their 
fathers In the wilderness, when they dwelt in 
tents, and of Qod's gracious care of them there. 
It was the gladdest by far of the Jewish festivals. 
At the other great festivals the people used huts 
made of goats' hair, t^lmllar to what the Arabs 
dwell in to this day. But they were not allowed 
to have them now. They lived in arbours made of 
olive and willow, pine, myrtle, and palm.— />r. 
AfcDuff'. 

A PBATEB. 

(Found in the Memorandum Book of Henry Kirke 
WMte. BornllSS. JHedl9M.) 

Lord, Rive me a heart to turn all knowledge to 
Thy glory, and not to mine. Keep me from being 
deluded with the lights of vain philosophy. Keep 
me from pride of human reason. Let me not think 
my own thoughts, nor dream my own imaginings, 
but in all things, acting under the good guidance 
of Thy Holy Spirit, may I live in all simplicity, 
humility, and singleness of heart, unto the Lord 
Jesus Christ, now and foe evermore.— Amen. 
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(St. Matthew 19. 16*30.)' 

. Learn— 1 Timothy, ch, 6. ver. 10. 



T^RTT?T? \ I —Seeking the Trnth. 
RTTU Jr ARv \ II.— Hearing the Truth. 
SUMMARY. 1 iii.^Rejeoting the Truth. 



INTEODUCTION.— The Feast of Tabernacles ("the Jewish harvest festival, 
held in the month of October or beginning of November) was now over ; 
also the Feast of Dedication, held aboat the middle of December — ^at 
the first of which, *< In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesns 
stood and cried, saying. If any man thirst let him come unto Me and 
drink " (St. John 7. 87) ; and at the latter, He solemnly proclaimel His 
unity with the Father, " I and My Father are one " (St. John 10. 30). 
On both occasions the Jews took up stones to stone Him (St. John 8. 50, 
and 10. 31). So now in the last three months of His life on earth He is 
driven again from Jeinsalem, and passes over to Bethany beyond Jordan 
(St. John 10. 40), where the incident occurs which forms the snbject of 
this Lesson. Truly might it be said, '* He came unto His own and Hiei 
own received Him not " (John 1. 11). 



I.— Seeking the Truth. 

1. The Truth-seeker (ver. 16). " And 
behold ! He came." 

(1.) In the verses (13-15) preceding, 
the toaching and instructive ac- 
count is given of Christ blessing 
little children. 

Oar Saviour had been cruelly 
treated at Jerusalem. Many, how- 
ever, resorted unto Him (St. John 
10. 41). The disciples seem im- 
patient that His time and attention 
should be taken up by a crowd 
of mothers and little children 
(ver. 13). But Jesu<i, who came to 
be the "Friend of liitle children," 
could not be wearied ia well-doing. 
*' Suffer the little children to come 
unto Me," snid He, and He folded 
them in His arms; He laid His 
hands upon them; He blessed 
them. 

(2 ) Then when He wan about to mo«-e. 
and depart thence (ver. 15). " Behold^'* 
saj's St. Matthew, as if to call atten- 
tion to something very special, *'the 
younK man " (ver. 2i0. " There came 
one running" says St. Mark (10. 17). 
"A cerbain ruler." says St. Luke 
(18. 18)—" very rich " (ver. 28). 

(3 ) So we gather from the three evange- 
lists that this young man of great 
wealth and high position, who had 
probably wlrnes^ed the ill-treatment 
of Je»us In the Temple, seemed con- 



victed of having lost an opportunity 
of speakinir to Him, and nnw eagerly 
hastens to Pcrasa, the country beyond 
the Jordan, that he might seek an in- 
terview before He had gone, and it was 
too late. At the two FeastH the young 
ruler had lost his opportunity; he 
now hastens to make amends.— (SlM 
^* Feast of Tabirnaeles") 

2. His Maxmor of Seeking. 

(1.) He was in earnest. He came 
** running, breathless, eager." 

(2.) He was respectful, and not 
ashamed to show his religion be- 
fore others. '' He kneeled " before 
Jesus (St. Mark 10. 17). 

And although it is evident from the 
conversation that this kneeling was 
not an act ot worship, it clearly showed 
the anxiety of his heart, and his rever- 
ence to Jesus as a great teacher. 

8. His Question. 

'' Good Master, what good thing 
shall I do, that I may Jiave eternal 
life ?" (ver. 16), or inherit eternal 
life (St Mark 10. 17, and St. Luke 
18. 18). 

4. His Character. 

. (1 .) This young man was amiable, kind, 
Inst, and generon — had tried to flll 
his position In life with credit, and to 
dii*chnrge every known obligation, and 
to live in the good opinion of his fellow- 
men. 
Yet he was not satisfied I 
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(2.) Perhapfi he may have heard the cry 
on Uie Temple Ktepg (see Introduction)^ 
^ If any raaa thirst, and he was un- 
^ati^d. Ncthiug which he could do 
would ffive him rest, lie thirsted for 
the truth ; and remeiubering the words 
**J^t him ccme unto Me and drink," 
lie hastened to the Saviour's feet, to 
put bis question to illm. 
(3 ) The young maa had tra<)fced in 
his own. works and merita hitherto. 
He had not learnt the lesson of 
the "Lost Sheep." Se/f to be 
nothing J ChrUt to be everything. 
■So he thought it was \xx&t to do 
some good thing — something new, 
more than he had hitherto known 
of, or attempted ; then he woold 
CG more thirst ! 

**0h to be nothing, nothing! 
Only to lie >it iils feet; 
A broken and emptied vessel 
For the Master's use made meet." 

It would indeed be well for all — 
for every cliil(l, teacher, and 
parent, and would have been well 
for the rich young ruler had he 
been able — to say, with humility 
and faith, these beautiful lines. 
{^See also Collect for Sexagenma.) 

II.— Hearing the Truth. 

1. The Truth Spoken. 

(1.) Jesus, who knows the secrets 
of the heart, at once saw that the 
young man was putting all upon 
moral goodaess. 

Also that He talked very much 
like other young men do about 
inheritancef and taking possession 
of something for themselves, as if 
by right of birth. Yet our Saviour 
treats him kindly, and with deep 
interest and sympathy. 
<2.) Notice the wihdom in dealing with 
the young man. Jesua takes him first 
•on his oicn around. 

lie hud thought of Jesus as only a 
learned Uabbi, very saintly in character 
it is true. But. says Jesus (paraphras- 
ing His language), Ood only Is good ; 
no man. be he ever so learned or pious, 
can a«ld to God's words ; therefore let us 
see what Ood says, '• If 1 hou wi It enter 
Into life, keep the commandments" 
(ver. 17). 

2. The Truth Doubted and Questioned. 

(1.) The young ruler cannot believe that 
Jesus reters to the Ten Command- 
ments. The Jews had added many of 
•their own too hard to be borne. (See 
Lesson No. 1 2.) So he questioned J(>8us 
again, and a«ked ♦♦ which ?" i^ver. 18.) 

<2.) Our Lord refers the ruler to the 
second table of the Law — duty to 

Earent!*, love to our neighbour, purity, 
onesty, truthfulness contentment 
with our own and not coveting what 
belongs to others. 



(3.) 8e/f-deeei9ed, he replied, *' All these 
have I kept from ray youth up" (ver. 
21)), and even challenges Jesus to point 
out any failing : *' what lack I yet ?" 

8. The Truth Applied. 

(1.) Our Lord looks lovingly upon 
the young man (St. Mark 10. 21). 
He was evidently no hypocritOi 
although self-deceived. 

(8.) The love of Jesus for this yonng 
man leads Uim to apply the truth 
home. There was a can kef of pride 
andof self -righteousness which needed 
deep probing. **One thing thou 
larkest" (St. Mark 10. 81). And iu 
effect Jesus said to him, Thou hast 

Erofessed obedience to Ooa. There can 
e no true obedience, unless the heart 
is willing t4> fully surrender its own 
will to Ood's wilL **Sell that thou 
hast, and grive to the poor, and thou 
Shalt have treasure in heaven: and 
come and follow Me" Cver. 21).— (See 
*' Self Knowledge.*') 

III.— Rejecting the Truth. 

1. The Effect on tho Toung Han 

(ver. 22). 

He went away sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions. He was 
silenced, and spoke not another 
wonL A cloud sat on his knitted 
brow, of disappointment and 
chagrin, not unlike Naaman of old 
(2 Kings 5. 11). 

He was offered treasures in heaven 
(ver. 21). But, sad to say, Ae refused, 
and we hear of him no more iu the 
Gospel story I 

How terrible to think of the good 
beginnings and fearful endings of 
many a well -trained youth, who finds 
his pleasure in the things of time. 
(/jeam the '■'■Piayer of Henry Kirke 
White.") 

2. The Effect on the Disciples. 

'* Jesus looked round about" 
(St. Mark 10. 23) as if in sadness — 
'* How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of 
God." 

(1.) An Alarm among the disciples. 
Tney had left all, not much to boaf^t 
of, yet their all. said Peter (St. Mark 
10. 28). And there was Nicodemusand 
a Joseph of Arimathcea, rich rulers, 
what was the hope for ttiem ? 

(2.) An Encouragement (ver. 26). With 
God all things are possible; and adds 
" Children, it is the trust in, not the use 
of. riches which makes it hard " (St. 
Mark lo. 2(). And He encourages them 
by saying that there can be no true 
self-sacrince for him whlcli shall not 
bring with it its hundredfold reward 
(ver. fji). 

(8.) A Warning t (ver. 80) But many 
of the first shall be last, and the last 
first, in Flis kingdom. 

This forms the chief point of the 
next Lesson. 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 18. 



Sflbjd : LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD. 



Daily Portions of 
ninstratlYe B««dlhK for 
Teachers and Scholars. 



Column fbr Notes, Illustrations, Ao. 



St. Matthew.' 
SUNDAY ... eh. 20. 1-16 



MONDAY ... „ 17-28 



TUESDAY ... „ 29-34 

1 Corinthians. 
WEDNESDAY ... ch. 3. Ml 

Hebrews. 
THURSDAY ... . ch. 6. 9-20 

St. LiTKE. 
FBIDAY ... ch. 19. 11-27 



Isaiah. 
8ATUBDAY ... ch. 40. 9-11 



BUSY YET DEVOUT. 

I doubt not we shall find It Is much more eapy to 
preserve a deep spirit of piety in the midst of a iife 
of active pursuit, however laborious and engross- 
ing, than In a life of indolence. God never intended 
that we should pass our lives on earth without 
active exertion ; and hence he who sets out in life 
with the intention of doing nothing, will soon find 
that he is of all beings the most wretched. God 
has so made our minds, that they cannot be happy 
without employment; and hence there is no dream 
more foolish, none from which men awake with a 
more painful sen? e of their folly, than that with 
which the young ar6 apt at times to delude them- 
selves, that happiness is to be found in leisure from 
all difficult employment. But a very little ei- 
perience will soon convince them that, if they give 
up active habits, they have taken the sure road to 
make themselveo miserable. God, when He created 
man, did not endow him with all his wonderful 
faculties of intellect and moral feeling, without 
intending that they should be called forth and 
vigorously eiercised ; and our Lord and Saviour 
did not leave heaven and die upon the cross to save 
those who are content to live the life of vegetables, 
as if they had nothing to do on earth but to subsist 
and die. Difficult as it is, then, to serve Ood in the 
midst of business, it is much more difficult to serve 
Uim in indolence.—ArchbUhop Tait. 

LABOUKEBS FOB " ONE HOUB." 

In the short space of eighteen months did nine 
of the band of missionary recruits, sent forth by 
the CM. Society to Sierra Leone at the close of 
the year 1823, fall in the battle-field. 

The tidings of the early deaths of Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, Mr. and Mrs. Vaughan, and others, so far 
from deterring, only stirred up fresh volunteers, 
both in Englaud and Germany, to come forward 
and help to fill up the broken ranks of the mis- 
sionary army. 

** You have suffered a great and irreparable loss," 
writes the Principal of the College at Basle to the 
secretary, " in the death of our dear and lamented 
Johnson. Our missionary house is mourning for 
the decease of such a hero in the Israel of God. 
.... There was a remarkable movement in 
our camp when the news reached us. £very one 
of our brethren was preparing himself, by the most 
serious meditations, to come forward and to offer 
hlmseil as a sacrifice for the Lord. Should many 
more such tidings of an immortal world arrive, we 
could no longer detain our dear brethren-soldiers 
from going to the spot where the heroes of the 
Church are i^Mea:*^ Abridged from ** The Finished 
Course" 
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(St. Matthew 20. 1-16.) 

Learn — Hebrews, ch. 11. ver. 6. 



BRIEF 
SUtflCAEY 



\ 11.-^ 

• ( ni.- 



I.— Galled to Work. 
Humility in Work. 
Reward for Work. 



INTEODUOTION.— The heart- searching and the difltress of Cbrist's followers, 
as shown in the words from previous LeesoD, " Who then can be saved ? " 
led oar Saviour bo teach, and solemnly warn His disciples, that the 
Kingdom of Heaven was not a thing of merchandise, that could be 
exactly bargained for. In the Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard 
He would have them see that the Divine Householder chooses His own 
labourers — that He is not limited in the bestowal of the reward, and 
that many of the first might be last; that even the G^tiles mieht stand 
before the Jews in His kingdom, the Publicans before the Pharisees, 
young converts before apostles— -or the Christian inhabitants of Tinne- 
velly, or of New Zealand or other heatiien lands, before the more 
favoured peoples of Asia, of Europe, of England, or America. The first 
to receive the blessings, or to be employed in the most honouvable ser- 
vice for Gtod, may not be those who value most highly the privilege. 
The Lesson speaks of work in the vineyard ; but the race is not to the 
swift nor the battle to the strong. 



I.— OEilled to Work. 

1. WhoeallB? (ver. 1.) 

(1.) The householder — the Lord 
Himself. The work is His. The 
vineyard. His Church. The 
labourers, ihet/ whom ffe seeks, 
not they who^rst seek Bim. " You 
have not chosen Me, I have chosen 
you" (St. Johu 15. 16, 1. Tim. 
1. 12). 

(2.) Gk)d calls; man may refuse, 
e.g,, a wayward child, like the lost 
sheep, hears His voice, and may 
aos^t His help and guidance — a 
young ruler, who can only follow 
when God's will does not cross 
his own will, may refuse employ- 
ment in the heavenly vineyard. 
(See j)revioH8 Lesson.) 

8. Who are called 7 (ver. 2-7.) 

(I.) fialions have their call. The 
heathen, to wtiom the missionaries go 
forth, anA to whom the Gospel is 
preached, have their call.— (^foe ** In- 
troduction") 

(2.) Individuals— every man, woman, 
and child who have been baptized and 
admitted to Church membership, or 
have had the message of glad tidings 
addressed to them, have had their call. 

3. When called? 
(1.) "Early in the morning" (ver. 



1). The Urst hour of the Jewish 

day corresponded to our six o'clock 

in the morning. (A little child 

baptized into Christ's Church is 

caued early into His vineyard.) 

(2.) Again at the third hour (nine o'clock 
with as); again at the sixth and ninth 
hoars (mid-day and three) ; and once 
more at the eleventh hoar, or five 
o'clock in the afternoon, the house- 
bolder went out and engaged those 
standing idle. 

At six o'clock the day's work 
finished, and according to Jewish 
law the work of the day must be 
paid for the same evening (Deut 
24. 15). 

Note.-A.. It would appear that as so 
many labourers were employed 
the scene of the Parable refers to 
the season of vintage at the end of 
th« autumn. 
S. And it may be farther noted that 
the standing idle may include not 
only the really idle and careless in 
this life, but even those whose 
labour has no reference to Christ 
and His Church. 
8. £ven Christian work, chosen by 
ourselves, may not just be the work 
In the Masters vineyard. 
" Here am I, send roe " (Tsa. «. 8), tells 
of the willing heart, ready to obey the 
Master's call. 

Listen to His voice, like SamueL 
"Speak, for Thy servant hearetb" 
(I 8am. 8. 10) ; and even a child may 
learn to do toe will of the Lord. 
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IL— HumiUty in Work. 

1. Now recall the scene in previous 
Lesson. 

A youu? ruler— apPHrently a promis- 
ing difclple, who wi^hed to do some 
«reat thing und luh^rft eternal life. 
When called by the Lord tn "choose 
whom he would eerve "— Chridt or the 
world— he parted with the iiaviour and 
•clung lo hi8 wealth. 

** lluw hardly Fhall they that have 
riclieti enter into the Kingdom of 
lieaven." TheM wordii of Jesu8 filled 
ihe minds of the disciples with wonder 
and alarm! I'eter's words, pharisaic- 
■ dike, " Lord, we are not like this young 
ruler, we have left all, * what shall we 
have?'" led our lx)rd to npeak this 
Parable, showing that the ilrbt condi- 
tion of acceptable work in Ooi's t>ight is 
the true surrenderor man's will to God's 
will, and true humility of heart. 

2. Humility. How shown ? 

(1.) In obedience. The workers in 
the vineyard do not appear to have 
failed in this respect. All obeyed 
the cal], and did the work re- 
quired of them. 

(2.) A hearty service. 

No complaint is made as to the 
-way in which the work was done, 
or that there m as any lack of re- 
spect to the owner of the vineyard. 

(8.) A thankful spirit. 

Many have learnt in an earthly 
position of life to render obedience, 
-and even give a hearty service; 
but thankfulness in being allowed 
to work, and thinking nothing of 
leward or of advancement above 
^our fellows, is nob so easy. A 
joyful, thankful service is the key- 
note of the Parable. — {See ^*Busy 
yet Devout,"") 

EXPLANATIONS. 

i. " Enrly in the morning" (ver. I). The 
Lord is ever on the watch over His 
people. ( Ps. 121 . 3, 4 ; £x. 14. 24 ; Lam. 
8.23; Job 7.17, 18.) 

2. ''Went out .... to hire" (ver. 1). 
How grnciouH and tender the Lord Is. 
•He needeih not the help of any; yet, 
by parable. He tenches that He, as it 
were, needs the help of His peop'e. 

(The market cross, as th«» place of 
hiring, will be a familiar Illustration 
to many country children.) 

3. "A penny" (ver. »), the Roman coin 
**denarins"— equal lo about seven- 
pence- halfpenny of our money. 

4. "Vineyard "(ver 2}. Themost valu- 
able property in the kast,and required 
ftreat care and Nttcntion and labour— a 
fitting tvpe of His kingdom («er. 1) 

i. *'Hire*' (ver. 8). The wages paid for 
the labour in the vineyard. 

6. "Last" . . . '*flrht"(ver.lfl). Many 
who are first in quantity of work may 
be last in quality and reward. 

3. "Called'^ .... "chosen" (ver. 16). 
As at a school treat, many go-one is 
*' chosen" to carry the flag 05 a reward 
for past conduct. 



III.— Reward for Work. 

Jfote.—TUe Parable seems spoken 
(I ) of gmuine disciples, that is, those 
who are truly "members of Christ, 
children of Ood, and inheritors of 
the kingdom" (see Catechiom) ; but 
distinguishes those who " serve the 
Lord with gladness," and those whose 
faith and service are marred with 
self-righteousness. 

(2 ) It also seems to refer to reward in 
this life, as well as in the world to 
come; and shows that tllo^e who 
serve m iove now, and who think 
nothing about their "hire." have a 
reward of jov unknown to any other 
service— and /Aa^ joy is in the present 
life. 

1. Beward to the first. 

The first are those who are cMef in 
position, who agreed to serve for so 
much. The danger to them is great, 
lest they think t^o much of the revoard. 

Like Peter—" What shall we have?" 
Many think the chief aim of life is to be 
saved at last. This is the reward they 
look forward to. This is like those who 
bargai ned for a penny. There is a higher 
sim than this. 

2. Reward to the last. 

To those who are prepared to accept 
whatever the Householder is pleased to 
bestow. These are child-like, simple, 
humble, and thankful. This is true 
service. 

It was to teach the disciples this 
humility of service that our Lord took 
up a child, on this occasion, and set him 
in the midst, and blessed the child; 
showing them that those who serve and 
follow Him must be trustful and faith- 
ful, "for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven." 

Our Lord does not say "a//," but 
**many" that Hre first shall be last, and 
so teaches a hseon of warning to His 
disciples. 

LESSONS A ILLUSTRATIONS. 

1. The martyr Bt. Stephen sulTered much 
for Christ. He was first too in this 
suffering; but had he thought of the 
reward only instead of seeking to glorify 
God. he would be among the Igst wbeu 
the great Householder comes. 

2. Teaching in Sunday-school, quiet, dili- 
gent, attentive, work at home, visiting 
the poor, giving of our menus for Ood'ii 
work at home and abroad, all these may 
be humble and acceptable t-ervices, and, 
as such. may he like the la»t in the para- 
ble : yet if done with a single eye to 
God's glory they would be among the 
first in reward now and when the great 
Householder comes. 

3. Each labourer in the vineyard is paid 
the Fame, but those who have a con- 
tented, thankful, ioving miitd towards 
Christ will be amoug the first in the 
great day of reward. They are the 
'•chosen,^ or the truest followers of 
Christ, and have a double rewiird. 

4. Each has a work to do. There are no 
Idlers in His vineyard. Jesus calls. 
"UcHr Him." How sad if we at last 
are found serving another master, 
whose reward is destruction! 

Remember. 

8. The true spirit of a worker Is Low to 
the Master. No self-merit, but the 
earnest desire to serve Htm in Love.— 
{Oee " Labourers /or ' One tiour.' ") 
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GENEB.AL SnLEGTIOITS AS TO USE OF Tfl£ BOTES AUD 

METHODS OF TElCHIKa. 

1. Position of Teacher and Class. — (1.) The teacher should cultivate the 
habit of sitting well up, and of not allowing the head to droop with 
the eyes fixed more upon the notes than upon the class. (2.) The scholara 
should also be well in front, so that the teacher may not need to turn 
much to the right or left to see any member of the dass. 

S. Tho Order of Lesson. — There are three or four steps in the arrangement 
of a Lesson which should be carefully borne in mind~(a) The Intro- 
duction, (6) The subject matter for Instruction, (c) Becapitulation, {d) The 
Application. By the^rs^ we arouse attention, by anecdote or illustration, 
or connect the subject with the context or preceding Lesson ; by the second 
we add to the knowledge of the class ; by the third we test the instruction 
by question and repetition ; and by the foufth we seek to bring home the 
truth to the heart and conscience of the scholars. 

3. An Outline of Lesson arranged in accordance with the foregoing method. 
No. iS.—LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD. 



PIRST STEP— The Introdnctioo. 

1. Picture vineyard in the East — 
fenced rouDd,well planted— much 
work to be done, 

2. This a picture of God's vine- 
yard — the world. He has em- 
ployed labourers therein from the 

first, and will do so to the last. 
This Lesson to show how the 
work should be done, and how 
the reward will be bestowed. 



SECOND STEP— The Subject. 
(Read St. Matt. 20. 1-15.) 

1. Notice that the labourers are 
culled to the work— that it is God 
who calls at different times, and 
that Eome, like the rich yourg 
ruler," may refuse the call. Others 
obey the call from childhood, even 
from baptism ; while others, like 
the lost sheep, when life seems 
almost gone, may listen and hear 
His voice, and be able to labour 
but for one hour, 

2. Notice the way in which the 
work should be done, obediently, 
heartily, thankfully, 

3. Explain some of the terms used 
in the Parable. 



4. Each labourer has, when the 
day's work is done, nominally the 
same reward ; but there is a 
difference. Wherein is the differ- 
ence ? Not in the penny, but in 
the heart of the l&oourer. 



THIRD STEP— Becapitulation. 

This is a most important step 
and should never be neglected. 
Close Bibles, ask questions, go 
over the whole subj.ct, and thus 
test the instruction to see if it 
has got a lodgment in the 
mind and understanding of the 
scholars. 



FOUBTH STEP— AppUcation. 

1. Think of any labourers in God's 
vineyard, in the Old and New 
Testament ; also in school, at 
home, or at church. 

2. What is it that is most pleasing 
to God ? the amount of work, or 
the motive which prompts the 
worker ? 

3. What is the best test of a work 
for God? Love. With love in 
the heart there is no complaining. 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 19. 

Subject: TRIUPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM. 



Dally Portions of 
Illastrative Beadinsr fbr 
Teaohera and Scholars. 



St. Hatthbw. 
BTTNDAY ... ch. 21. 1-11 



MONDAY ... 



»» 



12-22 



TUESDAY ... „ 23-32 



WEDNESDAY 33-46 



THURSDAY ...Ps. 148. 1-14 

Zkfhaniah. 
FBIDAY ... ch. 8. 14-20 

Bbvelation. 
SATURDAY ... ch. 1.4-8 



GolTunn fbr Notes, lUnstratlons, Ac. 



MODERN BETHAH7 

Let ay go throitgh the points which occur in the 
sacred history, of the last days of Christ, darinsr 
which alone Re appears for any contlnnons period 
in Jerusalem and its neighbourhood. From 
Bethany we must begin. A wild mountain-ham- 
let, screened by an intervening ridge from the 
view of the top of Olivet, is perched on a broken 

Elateau of roolE, the last collection of human 
abitatlons before the desert-hills which reach to 
Jericho. This is the modem viliaaeot £1-Azarieh, 
which derives its name from its clustering round 
the traditional site of the ooe house and grave 
which gave It an undying Interest.— <9ftiii;«y. 

THE ROAD TO JERUSALEM. 

The road descends a slight declivity, and the 

f glimpse of the city is again withdrawn oehind the 
ntervening ridge of Olivet. A few moments, and 
the path mounts again ; it climbs a rugged ascent, 
it reaches a ledge of smooth rock, and in an Instant 
the whole city bursts into view. As now the dome 
of the Mosque £1-Aska rises like a ghost from 
the earth betore the traveller stands on the ledge, 
so, then, must have risen the Temple-Courts ; as 
now the grey town on its broken hills, so then the 
magnificent city, with its background— long since 
vanished away— of gardens and suburbs on the 
western plateau behind.. Immediately below was 
the valley of the Kedron. here seen in its greatest 
depth as It joins the valley of Hlnnom, and thus 
grlving full effect to the great peculiarity of Jeru- 
salem seen only on its eastern side— its situation 
as if a city rising out of a great abyss. It is hardly 
possible to doubt that this rise and turn of the 
road, this rocky ledge, was the exact point where 
tbe multitude paused again, and *' He, when He 
beheld the city, wept over it. —Sinai and Palestine 
{Stanley). 

VIEW FROM MOUNT OLIVET. 

The road (from Bethany) slopes by a gradual 
ascent up the Mount of Olives, through green fields 
and under shady trees, till it suddenly sweeps 
round to the northward. It Is at this angle of the 
road that Jerusalem, which hitherto has been hid- 
den by the shoulder of the hill, bursts full upon 
view. There, through the clear atmosphere, rising 
out of the deep umbrageous valleys which sur- 
rounded it. the city of ten thousand memories 
stood clear before Him, and the morning sunlight, 
as it blazed on 'the marble pinnacles and gilded 
roofs of the Temple-buildings, was reflected In a 
very fiery splendour which forced the spectator to 
avert his glance —/»</« t(f ChriUWarrar). 
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S;o. 19.— Uott* af f mons ira »t. Ifiijrft^'s «osptI. 

JE^a^IiEja. 

(St. Matthew 21. 1-11.) 

Learn— Psaim 24, ver. 8-10. 



BRIEF 
SUMMARY. 



I.— Sketohes. 
II.— Incidents. 
III.—Refleotlona. 



INTRODTJCTION.^Our Lord now retumd to Jerasalem, and the occasion is 
one of great triumph. " The Son of David " entera the royal city,' amid 
the lond hosannas of the multitude t The two preceding Lessons refer 
to an incident which occurred in the Peraean ministry, beyond the 
Jordan. Many important events had, however, taken place since onr 
Lord's previous visit to Jerusalem. We now come to me last week of 
His ministry on earth. Each succeeding day and hour were marked 
with events of the most thrilling interest. Preceding the triumphal 
entry, we have In rapid succession — The Raising of Lazarus, the Visit of 
Zaccheus at Jericho, the Giving of Sight to Blind Bartimsus; and 
now, the last Sabbath evening He spends with His beloved friends at 
Bethany. *^ Simon the leper " — probably he that was cured of his dis- 
ease (see St. Mark 1. "40 : St. Matt. 8. 2; St. Luke 5. 12), early in our 
Lord's ministry — and Martha, supposed by some to have been Simon's wife, 
80 busy was sne in arranging the feast (St. John 12. 1-3), entertain our 
Lord and His disciples. Lazarus and Mary appear to have been invited 
guests. Mary, in adoring gratitude, anoints the feet of Jesus with 
ointment, very costly. Much people heard of His arrival at Bethany, 
and ^ came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus 
also, whom He had raised from the dead." On the luorrow, probably 
the first day of the week (our Sunday), Jesus drew nigh ... to Beth- 
phage, and then are heard the first sounds of |>reparation for the 
triumphal entry (ver. 1). 



I. Sketches. 

1. In Jenualem. 

(].) We have already seen (Letion 17) 
that the JewB had rejected our Lord- 
that they had stoned and driven Uim 
from the Temple. 

(9.) The Passover is again at hand. 
People from all parts of the country 
are flocking to Jerusalem. Joeephus, 
their historian, states that about three 
millions of people were gathered there 
at the Passover, and some 260,000 lambs 
were annually slain. 

(S.) Pilate, the governor, with his 
soldiery, were there. Herod also, from 
Galilee, had come to witness the an- 
nual festival. 

<4.) The excitement was great : on some 
oucasions it had led to bloodshed. 
Pilate had built the tower of Antonia, 
overlooking the Temple, from wh6se 
« walls the soldiers, always on the watch, 
could observe any signs of tumult. 
Then with drawn swords, on some 
occasions, they rushed upon the people, 
committing dreadful slaughter. To 
this Jesus alludes in Bt. Luke 18. 1. 



(6.) News had now spread of the return 
of our Lord to Bethany. The chief 



(6.) 
th< 



firiests, excited by the miraculous rais* 
Dg of Lazarus from the dead, were 
glanning His death (St. John IS. 10, II), 
llndly thinking that thus they would 
Sreyent the people following after 
esus. 

But the people wught for Jesus In 
the Temple, tpakeot Him, and inquired 
whether He would come? (St. John 
U. 06.) Thus the policy of the priests 
defeated itself, for many went out to 
pee Lazarus who wad raised from the 
dead, and believed (St. John 11. 46). 

2. At Bethany. 

(1.) The quiet Sabbath rest is now over. 
OSee Jntroductton.') The crowds of pil- 
grims, resting by the way, are now 
free to pursue their journey. The 
word passes among them that Jesus 
Intends to enter the city in the course 
of the day. 

(2.) And 10 1 presently He leaves the 

2uiet home at Bethany, surrounded by 
lis disciples and friends, and makes 
for the little village of Bethphage, on 
His way towards the Holy City. 
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8. On Hoant Olivet. 

(1.) Another sketch we must take be- 
fore porHlng on. {Refer to Mr. Utock'a 
JNote$ •* L\fe of our Lord" and there 
aee plan of the Mount of Oltees^ with 
Jerusalem and the surrounding locali- 
tifs.) 

(2.) Observe the tworoadn from Bethany 
to Jerusalem— onu to the north, over 
the top of ihe Mount ; this was chiefly 
iised by fuot pa»bengers. The oilier 
to I he south, and not so steep as the 
furmer, round the shoulder of the 
liouut; and upon this road our Lord 
maue tils triumphal entry. 

(8. ) The height ot Mount Olivet i» ahont 
3,887 feel above the level 4<f the sea. 
iHe/er to " Hood to Jerusaiemr) And 
picture the beauty of the hceue— Jeru- 
salem, with its wsUs and towers aud 
domes, and the Valley of Jehosha- 
phai mtervfuiug, and the view extend- 
ing onward, far weht, towards the 
great t>ea, and the distant hlils of 
Samiiria. 
(4.) but on this day, the first day of the 
week of prepainiiou for thePa88u\er, 
what du we see? Tents by thouhsnds 
covering the mountain sides— Jeru- 
salem too small for Its vast assembly 
of visitors. Yes I fiuc more still. 

See a great multitude coming up the 
steep Mount by the hbort way: ai>d 
look tm the other side towards Ueth- 
phage — another crowd advancing ! 

'ihe two companies meet; and this 
leads to the next part of the lASbon. 



II. Incidents. 

Kead St. Matt. SI. 1-7, and refer 
to St. Mark 11. 1-6, and St. Luke 19. 
Sd-8i. 

1. At Betbphasre (ver. 1). 

(1.) An old prophet 5^0 years before hnd 
fore'.old how the king would enter the 
royal city (Zech. 9. 9). 

Bethany was but two miles from 

Jerus'tlem. Jesus had often walked 

the dihtance before. Why then this 

riding upon an at«s? 

(a.yrhut the Jews might know He 

wiiom they had rejected and tried to 

81 one was the true Met^siah, the don 

of God, and that He would enter the 

royal city like the kings of old. 

(1 Kings 1.32, 83). 

(b.) As the thousands of lambs, inno- 
cently renting on the hill-sides, were 
at>out to be offered as Panfover sacri- 
fices. He would lor once draw special 
attention to Uimseif as the Lamb of 
4;od about to be slain for the sins of 
the whole world. 
(9.) Two <ii>-ciples are sent to the exact 
spot where the animal was to be found 
(ver. «, 8, «. 7). ♦'The Lord hath need 
of him " ; this would satisfy the owner 
(St Mark 11. 8,4), and show to the 
diticlples His perfect knowledge of ail 
things, (compare St. John 1. 48.) 



2. At OUyet. {See Farrar.) 

(1.) The two companies now united, and 
forming a great throng, sang the royal 
anthem—*' HosMunah to the Son of 
l>avid 1 "—that is, like our ♦* Ood save 



the Queen,'* a hymn of praise and 
prayer. 

Uosannd means, **Save now, 1 be* 
seech thee " (Pk. lio. SA). 
(2.) They spread their garments on thA 
colt isee 2 Kings 9. i8), and in the way 

iver. 8) : ethers cut dowi branches of 
Ig, and olive, and palm from the grovea 
hA they patihed, and strewed them in 
the path, as emblems of gladness and 
triumph. { Com pare hev. 7.9.1 

Thousands of vi-ices joiiied in the 
cry," Blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord," as He advanced 
to the cre^t of the Mount, where 
travellers tell us Jerusalem, in all ita 
splendour, bursts suddenly into view. 
*' Its situation, as of a city ribing out 
of a deep nby^%."—iitanlfy. 
(8.) Th*- multitudes— *'iho»e going be- 
fore and those that weie following" 
(St Mark 11. 9)- paused at this spots 
and Jesus, **wh%n He beheld the city» 
wept over It" (St. Luke 19. 41). A 
stranire controst— the King weeping^ 
the people rejoicing 1 

8. In Jenualem. 

(1.) The procession now continues Its 
journey down the sUpe of Ojivet, past 
the Oiirdt^n of Gethsomanc, ertering^ 
Jerufalem by the aate now called 8t. 
Stephen's. «iesus dismounts near the 
Temple. He enters in, and there for 
the cecond time He drives out the 
money-changers from His Father'a 
house. 

(2.) The children Joined now fn lond 
ho«sunas (ver. it), which f^aoly dis- 
pleased the chief prlestM. Bit this was 
another proof oi the truth of their 
scriptures, ot which our Lord reminds 
them cPs. 8. t). 

III.— Reflections. 

1. The songs of praise from little chil- 
dren art- well pleasing unto the Lord. 
They were strength to Him in trial and 
pending sorrow. 

2. The hUiallet>t of God's creatnres may 
minister to His wants. "Tlie Lord 
hath nted of him " are words of com- 
fort in sorrow and b*'reavejnent. A 
little brother or sister is tbken from 
this life to a bright^^r and litippier Hie 
Above— the thought that the Lord hath 
need of him or ner gives comfort to 
father and mother and brothers and 
sisters. 

8. J e>- u^ wept over Jerusalem . "Why so ? 
So busy a city, mil of people and glad- 
ness, in four days to ceiebraie with 
the uimoft zeal the great feast. Yes ; 
but He looks forward forty years, wheik 
for its sms t>peedy dC'truction would 
follow. 

** 1 he day of their visitation " had 
come, and they knew it not. 
4. Jesus from on high now h'oks dowr» 
upon every city in thin world, and into 
the heart of every man, vt.man, and 
child. What grieves Him most now ? 
Hin, in the heart and liie, unre- 

pented of. 
Dttbelief, like that of the Jews, wh(V 
biinoly and wilfully rejected Hmi. 
Every sermon or lesson ifi a child's 
day of visiiation. Let each ask— How 
am I using aud iialuiug my Chrlstlaxii 
privileges?. 
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NOTES OF LE.SSONS-No. 20. 



Subject : THE MARRIAGE mST. 



Dally Portions of 
ninstratiYe Readlaff for 
Teaohers and Scholars. 



St. Matthbw. 
SUNDAY ... ch. 22. 1-14 



MONDAY ... „ 16 22 



TUESDAY ... „ 23-83 



WEDNESDAY... „ 3446 

St. Lukb. 
THURSDAY ...ch. 14. 16-24 

■ Proverbs. 
FRIDAY ... ch. 9. 1-12 

Isaiah. 
SATURDAY ... ch. 65. 1-7 



Oolomn for Notes, IHuBtratlons, fto. 



"PUT ON CHBIST.** 

We may affirm of the wedding garment that It i» 
righteonsneiiii in iti largest »en<ie. the wuole adorn- 
ment of the uew and spiritual man. lucludtug 
the fafth without which ir. lii impodS'ble tu please 
Uod (Heb. 11. 6>. and the holine»8 without whicb 
no man shall see Him (Heb. li. 14) ; or, like thl» 
gncst. only see Him to perish at H s presence. 
Whether we contemplate this guest as a self- 
righteous persun, trusting In a righteousness of 
his own, Inateid of a rlghteousnej>s of Curist's^ 
Imputed and imparted, ur ^ee in him a more 
ordinary sinner, who with the Christian profession 
and privileges is yet waltclug after the flesh and 
not lUkcr the spirit— in either <ase the image holds 
good; he U rejecting something, even the true 
robe of the spirit, bestowed on him when he was- 
made a member of Christ; and which, if he has 
since let go, he may yet, on the strength of that 
gift, freely at any moment reclaim ; he Is a de- 
splser, counting hlm^iRlf gjod enough merely as- 
he is in himself In the flesh and not in the oplrit 
(John 3. 6), to appear lu the presence of God (i'rov.. 
16. 2).—AfxhbUhop Trench. 

THE WEDDING GARMENT. 

We learn from the parable that every s'nner 
must simply comply with God's terms in order 
that he may be saved ; and el<tc where in Scripture 
we are lully taught what these terms tire. An 
abundant answer to the qnesition, " What must I 
do to be saved?" is recf>rded by the Spirit; the 
only point regarnf ng It which this parable teaches, 
is that a sinner must abandon his own method^ 
und fall in with Christ's. The meaning of the 
man who sat at the feast without a wedding- 
garment seems to have been, •' I am my own master, 
and I shall work my own way to heaven ;" the 
meaningof the man who meekly wore it was, " We 
are not our own ; we are bought with a price : our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags, but the lord is 
our righteousness." Thus the parable concentratea 
itself at last upon a point ; but that point is the 
turning point of life or death to men..— Rev. W, 
Arnot. 

THE ROBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Iaa.61 10). 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauiy are, my glorious drchS ; 
'Mi'ist flaming worlds, in these array'd. 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 

Bold shall I ftand In Thy great dnv. 
For who aught to my charge shall lay ? 
Fully absolved through these I am. 
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 
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I's t&osftU 



Siibjerii fJIE p^W^flE EE^p¥. 

(St. Matthew 22. 1-U.) 

Learn— Romans, ch. 13. ver. 14. 



{ I.— Tbe Harrlage Feaat. 
i II.— Tbe King's aneeta. 
I III.— Tbe Wedding OanuaQt. 



QITRODnCTION.— In prerious Lesson a gUnce onl; could be taken at the 
tniniMrationi of our Lord in the Temple, atter EU trinmphBl enbj. 
Wben He had reduced it* co'arta to decencr and silence, uid bvl begun 
Hit eostcnury teaching, the children (piobably the choii bore engaged 
In Iha Temi^ ■errica) took up the aong, which had HOunded evrn to 
the TcmiJe oomta— " Hoeuma to the Son of David." Then the chief 
prieat* angrily called His attention to the cr;. " BeamC Thou what 
these say ? " Qreeki, who had come to Jeruaalem to worahip, eagerly 
defied, like the wise men, to aee Jesns (8L John 12. SOCO), but the 
Jews, the favoured nation, despised and i^ected Eim. The blind and 
the lame and dineased sought Him (ch. 21. 14) and were healed. The 
poor heaid Him gladly, and were Tery attentive (St. Loke 19. 48) ; but 
ttw learned and che privileged took counsel " how they might destroy 
Him." It was not safe, therefore, to remain in Jerusalem i so in the 
evening of the Bondaj " He left tbem, and went ont of the city," retnm- 
iiig to Bethany, "and He lodged there "(ch. 21. IT). 



to the Templf , The ng-fHebj the wsy 

C. Jl. IB), with plmtv of leaves but no 
11, fatlfd to inpplr food to saijn^ the 
Bavloart hanger. -Ai a type of h™- 
etlv.luTldC an appesmce of aft that 
was good la a Of.ite5-*iHK./™tt,lu 
emdeiBBatwn and Oatmctloo were 

HMuir: BlB) the foair of/aiii (chap. 






Elder.^ 






I. niParatlr^thrTaoSoni- 



II-rl(bteaus Jew> (ch 



would tail upon Ihem Icta. 11. S>-1t). 
(. And li*lljtbtFtra»liii/lluUarrla[ie 

ol iniilaD and acctplance. 
Let D> examine (he Potable and some 

I. The Harrlage Feast. 

from the Parabiy^eJiv^rtil 'in Uw 



U0. 20.— Ilofes of f essons m Bt ^attj^fta's §asftl 



1. A Rojal Marriage. 

It 1« tbe King who makes the Feast. 
In the Parable of the Householder (.ch. 
n. 38) Jesus is revealed as the onlv Son, 
the beloved Son. Here lie is the King's 
Son ( Ps. 72. 1 ), t he heaven ly Bridegroom^ 
horn of the lioyal house of David. 

S. The Feaot prepared. 

When our Lord appeared, In fnlfllment 
of prophtcy, as the Messlnh, the J''east 
was then re&dy^The Kingdom of Heaven 
was at hand. And He came with heal- 
ing In His wings (Mai. 4. 9), offering, 
graclonsly, pardon and peace to those 
who would accept the lloyal invitation 
iver. 1-4). 



II. Tlie King's Gaests. 

1. The Bride— The Church. 

In eastern countries the espousal of 
the Bride preceded the marriage^ ns a 
distinct act, and was separated by a 
considerable space of time, correspond- 
ing to our Liord's flr$it coming and the 
Marriage of the Lamb, in the laHt great 
day (Rev. It*. 7). Thl;* Parable illustrates 
our Lord choosing Hid Bride. 

8. The InTitation. 

(1.) Servants are (sent forth to call them 
that were bidden. Thus Esther in- 
vites Haman (Esther 5. 8.) The 
prophets of old had bidden the Is- 
raelites to look for the coming of the 
Messiah (St. Luke 10. t4). 

<8.) *'Thej/ would not come" (ver. 8). just 
as at the call of John Baptist (St. Luke 
S. 4-6), or when Apostles were first 
sent on their mission (Matt. 10). 

(8.) ♦* They made light of it" (yer. 5). 
So after the Crucifixion, Resurrec- 
tion, and Afscension, still no impres- 
sion : *' they went their way,*^ for 
selfish enjoyments— one to his land or 
possessions, the other to his mcr- 
chandibe or to his tearc-h after wealth. 
<l Tim. 6. 9, 17.) Woe to such (St. 
Luke 6. 25). 

<4.) Othei-8 violently refected the invita- 
tion (ver. 6). 

**They took," prophetical, of the 
treatment In store for the Disciples 
(Acts 4. 3) ; ** entreated them spite- 
fully " (Acts 14. 5); and *'8lew them " 
(Acts 7. 58). 

S. The King's Wrath. 

He rent His armies to defitroy the 
murderers and hum np their city— 
Jerusalem. Often had the nation been 
so punished, by the Assyrians, by Ne- 
buchadnezzar ; tl erusalcm had been 
burned (2 Kings 25. 9), and it would he 
so again (by the Romans, A.D. 70) (Dan. 
' 9. 25, and St. Matt. 2i. 2). {See next 
Lesson.) 

4. The Eing'e Generosity. 

The Jews reject Christ. The Gentiles 
are to be brought in—'* Go into the high- 
ways;" Philip goes to Samaria (Acts 
8. 5) ; Peter to Cornelius (10. 19) ; Paul 
to Athens (17. 15), inviting to repent- 
ance, and to partake of a nree banquet 
on one condition. 



What this condition u, the concluding 
part of the Parable shows. 



IIL The Wedding Garment. 

1. The Wedding ready. 

Thofe who reject the invitation are 
not '•worthy" (ver. 8). Other mes- 
sengers—ministers, teachers, mission- 
aries—are to be sent to all the ends of 
the earth (ver. 9, 10) ; and the wedding 
Is to be furnished with guests. 

2. The King's Visit. 

(1.) In these days, at a royal banquet, 
the gnests are all assembled and In 
readiness to meet the king or queen 
in the banqueting-hall. This custom 
is alluded to in tbe Parable. 

(2.) In olden times, it was customary 
to provide a proper robe, so that each 
might be clothed In a suitable gar- 
ment at the king's banquet. 

In our days when any one dines 
at Court with the Queen there is a 
Court costume, which each guest 
must be provided with for the occa- 
sion. 

8. A False Professor. 

The King at once detects a visitor, 
who, not like the Jews in the preceding 
part of the Parable, had openly rejected 
the invitation, but one who professes to 
accept the Gospel message, and yet he 
had not put on the wedding garment. 
The garment was provided^ as we have 
already seen, so that this guett was wil- 
fully disloyal. * "/Viend* '—kind words 
— (ver. 12). but he made no excuse : be 
was ^^ speechless " and could not look 
the King In the face: he was self-con- 
demned.— {See '* Archbishop Trench.") 

4. The King's Sentence. 

•'^md Aim,"— no coming in again to 
the King's presence. **Cast him into 
outer darkness" (ver. 18). All was bright 
at the marriage feast : outside there is 
weeping, agony, and woe. 

This was to be the punishment to the 
hypocrites and false professors. 

u he rebellious and those who make a 
mere outvard show of religion are alike 
condemned by the King (ver. 7 and 13). 



•LESSONS. 

1. Learn that the King sees what is In the 
heart of each one who enters His pre- 
sence; and that it is a fearful sin to 
mock God by false religion, or to reject 
His ofFers of mercy. 
8. We must put on the wedding garment. 
This Is none other than Chrises right- 
eousness. 
(1.) By faith, in taking Jesns at His 
word, and believing in Him. 
(2.) By walking before Him, in the 
light of His countenance, so that His 
light may shine in our lives^ In our 
words, and thoughts, and acts. 
(a.) Loving Ulm ana serving Him will 
then become a habit, a habit of our 
lives ; the true robe or habit of right- 
eousness which Christ provides for 
aUHischUdren. 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 21. 



Subject : THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 



Dally Portions of 
niostratlve Reading fbr 
Teaohers and Scholani. 



Golumn fbr Notes, IllTLStratlons, fto. 



St. Matthsw. 
SUilDAY ... ch. 28. 1-12 



MONDAY ... „ 18-88 



TUESDAY ... ,* 34-39 

Bt. LUKS. 
WEDNESDAY... ch. 21. 6-24 



2£!hroniolbs. 
THXTBSDAY ... ch. 24. 16-22 

DSUTER050MT. 

FRIDAY ...ch. 28. 46-63 

1 Kmos, 
SATTJBDAY ... ch. 9. 1-9 



THE BLOOD OF ZACHABIAS. 

ThlB Zacbarlas Is probably Zecbariah tbe son of 
Jehoiada, who was stoned in the Temple-court in 
the reiun of Joash (2 Chron. 24. 20-22). His being 
named oy our Lord as the last of the martyrs may 
be accounted for by tbe fact that, in the aocient 
Jewish arrangement of the Old Testament the 
books of Chronicles came laU, so that Abel and 
Zechariah would bo the first and iai^t examples tn 
the Scriptures (Ligh^foot). Jt is worth noting, too, 
that in each case there is a call for Diviiie yen- 
geance ; " The voice of thy brother's blood crieth 
unto Me " (Oen. 4. 10) ; ** Let the Lord looJc upon 
It and require it " (2 Chron. 24. 2?). 

Another reason was suggeetedf to the writer by 
the lateO. Warington, \iz. : *" The intrinsic charac- 
ter of the two murders. Abel's wai« the murder of 
a brother^ utterly unoffending and hated only 
because of his righteousness, and his recognition 
of the way in which God's favour was to be ob« 
tained in contrast to his brother's passion and 
will-worship. Zechariah's was the murder of a 
prophet, hated for hlH faithfulness and blain-speak- 
iDg. These two represented the leading features 
of that murder which the Jews were about to 
commit, and the complicated guilt which they 
would thus bring upon their heads". . . .their 
guilt in killii-g the Son of JMan, the representative 
and federal head of His Church, was a$ great as 
that of all other murders of His people put to-> 
gether.-/r{/'« of our Lord {Eugene Stock)* 



BEFLECTIOHS. 

We see in this chapter the woes which fall upon 
the rebellious and the ungodly. 

The eompcusion of Uod^how He would have us 
turn unto Uim and live. 

The justice of God — that those who wilfully 
neglect His Word and despise His offers of mercy 
will justly be punished for their offences. 

And as with nations, so will it be with indU 
viduals. 

But is there no hope for the poor Jew ? (see 
▼er. 89.) A day will come when he will say, 
** Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord." 

Fray for that day fKomans 11. 1. 2, and 28), for 
** God is able to graft them in again." He can give 
the Jew a right spirit (Zech. 12. 9, 10). Kemember 
the flg.tree. (Introduction.) By faith all things 
are possible to him that belleveth. 
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(St. Matthew 23.) 

Learn— St John, ch. 15. ver. 2. 



BRIEF 
SUMMARY 



(I— "W 

\ II.— C 

• (ill.- 



I —Woes, 

Compassion. 
Deatrnction. 



INTRODITCTION. — ^Referenoe in previoiu Lesson was made to our Lord's 
teaching in the Temple on the Monday in Holy Week. On the 
following morning He enters for the last time the sacred boildinjir* The 
disciples on their way to the Temple i>as3 the solitary fig-tree, which on 
previous day was fresh and bright with beautiful foliage. It is now 
seen to be shrivelled and dying, which they notice with great astonish- 
ment (St. Matt. 21. 20, St. Mark 11. 20). Jesus at once assures them of 
t^e power of faith^ in the full exercise of which they would be able to 
do greater things than this. In the Temple fresh conspiracies are being 
plotted against Him. Pharisees and Herodians (ch. 22. 15-22) unite, 
for this once, trying to find cause wherewith to accuse Jesus before 
Pilate. They question Him about tribute money. Taking up a Roman 
penny, which at His request the^r had brought to Him, and paraphrasing 
the language, He, as it were, said : " The coin belonged to the Romans ; 
for its use the tax was therefore nghtly due. The Jews belonged to 
God, they were especially His choiien people, render likewise to Him 
His due." This silenced the Pharisees and Herodians. The Sadduceea 
then tried to convict our Lord of error, but were also silenced 
(ch. 22. 23-33). The " multitude were astonished." Probably there 
were not less than 6,000 people present, for the court of the Temple^ 
which was always crowded at Passover time, would hold quite that 
number. Turning to this vast multitude, Jesus warned them to beware 
of these false guides, and He spoke for the last time in the Temple 
Court the words which form the subject of this Lssson. 



I. Woes (ch. 23. 13-33). 

^ote.— The words " woe unto you " 
are used by our Lord, in speaking of 
the scribes and Pharisees, eight 
times; '* hypocrites," seoen times; 
'* blind guides" and 'Moots" and 
** blind/' each tvftce; " serpents and 
general ion of vipers," once. 

Ue would not nave used language 
so severe, except for condemnation 
and solemn warning. 

Contrast language used to those 
who came to Him in trouble; 
**DauglUer^ thy faith hath saved 
thee."^ (Leuon No. 9.) '*Son, beof 
good cheer " (St. Matt. 9. 8). 

1, The First Woe (ver. 13). 

The scribes and Bharlsees ** shut up 
the kingdom of heaven." They rejected 
John Baptist— refused to acknowledge 
Christ— and by their cavilling did all 
they could to keep others from believ- 
ing. Hiffh position, pretended learning 
and spiritual pride were a real himl- 
rance to their acceptance of the Gospel, 
and they were jealous lest others should 
be persuaded to do so. This was a 
great sin. .... 



3. The Second Woe (ver. 14). 

They made money of their religious 
profession —Imposed upon the weak. 
For a pretence and for payment they 
made lonsr prayers. This was the sin 
of hypocrisy and greed. 

8. The Third Woe (ver. 15). 

They would spare no pains to get 
••numbers"— to get one proselyte to 
join their ranks. It was not Ood's glory 
they thought of, but the glory of their 
••sect," which filled them with zeal. 
This also was a sin. 

4. The Fourth Woe (ver. 16). 

Thev were so blind as to teach that 
an oaMdiflFered in importance according 
to the place where people took it. Our 
Lord refers them to "Heaven .... the 
throne of God .... and by Him that 
sltteth thereon"— the true sanctlflerof 
an oath. 

5. The Fifih Woe (ver. 23), 

They were very particular about 
giving tithes, even upon so small a 
thing as "mint," a gnrden herb, but 
neglected far more weighty matters* 
such as love, jut tloe, and honesty; - - ' 
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6*. The Sixth Woe (ver. 25). 

Condemns mere outside cleanliness, 
when it was known they were given to 
all manners of excess. 

7. The Seventh Woe (ver. 27). 
Condemns pretence and show, when 

the heart was full of deadly sin and 
wickedness. 

8. The Eighth Woe (ver. 25-33). 

The veneration of dead saints, and 
the kfnd of mock repentance which 
condemned their own fathers for their 
treatment of these saints and prophets 
in bygone days, when they themselves 
were about to commit a more awful 
crime on Calvary. This was the final 
summing up of Woe, the penalty for 
which should come upon that genera- 
tion. On them shoulcf fall the retribu- 
tion for the righteous blood shed upon 
the earth, from the blood of Abel to the 
blood of zacharios. 

LESSON.— Each Woe is in condemna- 
tion of evil, much of which exists now 
in every Christian Church. 

Beware of hypocrisy— of mere pro- 
fession, of false teachers, of blind 
leaders; and learn to be honest, real, 
and steadfast in the faith, and brave in 
confessing Christ, when we have learnt 
to know Utm, and the precionsness of 
His Word. 

Such are some of the lessons to be 
learnt from these solemn warnings. 

II.— Compassion (ver. 37). 

" Jerusalem, Jerusalem." So much 
of woe had been pronounced against 
the enemier4 of Clirist, It is not until 
we read verse 87 that we learn it was 
all spoken in tenderness^ and sorrow, 
and compassion. 

How is this shown ? 

1. Bj Teaching and Waminff. : 

The Jews had enjoyed many prlvl- I 
leges — " prophets, wise men. and 
scribes" (ver. 34)— had been sent with 
message after message, teaching and 
warning them to turn to the Lord, 
They had no excuse (Job 33. 14). 

The compassion of Jesus is similarly 
shown now to boys and girls and 
grown -up people. They have teachers 
and ministers too. Sickness often 
knocks at the door of the heart. Loss 
of friend, and many sorrows are the 
rounds of His voice, calling to them. 
•'Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil 
ways ; for why will ye die " (Eze. 33. 1 1). 

2. Bj Beminding the Jews that God 
lees every evil deed (ver. 35). 

The blood of innocent Abel (Qen. 
4. 8) and Zacharias (2 Chron. 21. 22; was 
not shed in vain. 

The blood of the saints and martyrs, 
of John Baptist and the children of 
Bethlehem, cried for vengeance. Jesus, 
in compassion, warns the Jews of this, 
that there may be no excuse. 

So in after ages— f.g., the terrible 
massacre of the Christians at Home, 
the massacre of St. Bartholomew, the 
Smithfleld martyrdoms, have not been 
In vain. Ood looks upon the blood— 
' It is not lorgotten by Him ; and the 



day of reckoning will come upon na- 
tions and individualB. ide/er to ^fote, 
page 66.) 

8. Bj Earnest Appeal. 

"O Jerufaleml . . . How often 
would I have gathered thy chiidrfn 
. . . and ye would not." 

Thus warning the people that they 
would be lost by their own fault— 
solely by their own free will ! 

So now, if we set up our witl against 
Ood, we shall be amongst the lost (St. 
John 5. 40). It is most sinful to resist 
the teaching and the warning of God in 
His Word and in His n^vidence. 
(Compare Acts 7. 51 and Hosea 13. 9.) 

See the consequences to the Jewish 
people. 

III.— Destruction (ver. 38, 39). 

Note.—Ovir Lord had perfect know- 
ledge of all that should come to pass ; 
hence He proclaims (a) that the 
house in which He was speaking, 
the glorious Temple at Jerusalem, 
should become desolate, and (6) that 
the day would come in which the 
children's cry and the ehout of the 
multitude (ch. 21. 9) would again be 
heard— ** Blessed is he that cometh 
In the name of the Lord " (Ps. 113. 26). 

The latter prophecy is dealt with in 
next Lesson, we therefore refer in 
this to verse 38 only — Jerusalem 
desolate and destroyed. 

1. Jemsalem Desolate. 

(1.) Read the account of Moses of what 
should come to pass, if the people did 
not fear the Lord, and observe and keep 
the laws written in the Pentateuch 
(Deut. 28. 47-07, and ver. fiS). 

(2.) Our Lord, in pronouncing WoesvLwm 
the Jews, snows that they have fallen 
under this terrible condemnation. 

2. Jerusalem Destroyed. 

(I.) In the year A.D. 66 the Jews were 
driven to open rebellion against the 
Romans, owing to the cruelty of their 

governors. Treachery, violenee, and 
ioodshed, Josephus tells us, prevailed 
in Jerusalem. 

(2.) The Romans sent an army against 
the place, but were beaten. They, 
however, pillaged the whole country 
for three years, causing dreadful havoc. 

(8.) In A.D. 70 the Roman general, Titus, 
began the great siege. It was the 
time of the Passover. Immense multi- 
tudes were in Jemsalem. The town 
was surrounded, the walls broken 
down. The siege lasted six months. 
There was famine and pestilence, and 
great slaughter. After heroic resifct* 
ance, Jerusalem was at length taken*— 
(about 1,100,000 men were slain, and 
97,000 carried away captive) — the 
Temple was destroyed by flre, and the 
place made a ruin. Thtf old people, 
and the sick and the wounded, were 
killed ; the young were sold as slaves. 
The Jews ever since have bten scat- 
tered over the face of the earth, and 
their country has been held in succes- 
sion by Romans, Persians, Saracens* 
and Turks, (flee ** &efteetione,**\ 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 22, 



Subject: THE SECOND COMING. 



Dally Portions of 
IllostratlYe Readingr for 
Teacliera and BoliolarB. 



8r. Hatthew. 
SUNDAY ...ch. 21. 1-U 



MONDAY ... „ 15-36 



TUESDAY ... „ 86-51 



Aors. 
WEDNESDAY... ch. I. Ml 



BOMANS. 

THURSDAY ... ch. 13. 8-U 



FRIDAY 



... I, 15.4-13 



CORINTHIAHS. 

SATURDAY ... ch.4.1-6 



Column fbr Notes, IlltLStratlons, &c. 



MART7BD0M OF CHRISTIANS AT SOME. 

Nero proceeded with his usual artlfloe. He found 
a Bet of profligate and abandoned wretches, who 
were induced to confess themselves gulitv, and on 
the evidence of such men a number of Christians 
were convicted — they were put to death with 
exquisite cruelty, and to their sufferincrs Kero 
added mockery and derision. Some were covered 
with the skins of wild beasts, and left to be de- 
voured by dogs: others were nailed to the cross: 
numbers were burned alive ; and many, covered 
with an inflammable matter, were lighted up, when 
the day declined, to serve as torches dunng the 
night. For the convenience of seeing this tragic 
spectacle, the emperor lent his own gardens. He 
added the sports of the circus, and assisted In 
person, sometimes driving a chariot, and occasion- 
ally mixing with the rabble in the dress of a 
charioteer.— Tacitus, 



ALL 8AIHTS' DAT. 

On champions blest, in Jesus* name. 

Short be your strife, your triumph full, 
Till every heart have caught your flame. 
And, lighten'd of the world^s misrule, 
Te soar those elder saints to meet, 
Gather'd long since at Jesus' feet, 
Ko world of passions to destroy. 
Your prayers and struggles o'er, your task all 
praise and joy. {Keble.) 



LESSONS. ' 

1. When the Lord appears " one shall be taken and 
the other left." Twice does our Lord speak these 
words (ver. 40 and 41). There will be no time 
for repentance then— all shall appear before Him 
cu they are. 

Pray eamettly—ynj always, that we may have 
faith in Christ: that we mtty serve Christ: that 
we may love Him and follow Him. So living, wo 
shall t>e ready, when He appeareth, to meet Him 
without fear. 

S. Remember. In the days of Noah there was an 
ark of safety— but it only sheltered those who 

fttt tiAyprt In 

When the Son of Man oometh there shall 
be a rock of shelter ; but only to those who are 
in Christ Jesus will there be shelter from the 
storm, in that day when He appeareth. 
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^ubj(ict: JPJIE ^ECep C8MIN6. 

(St. Matthew 24.) 

Learn— St Mark, ch. 13. ver. 35-37. 



BRIEF 
SUMMAET. 



cl-Pr 
]ll,-Vk 
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I —Preparedness. 
-Watclifulness. 
-Faithfulness. 



INTRODUCTION. — After uttering the solemn words concemmg the destrac- 
tion of Jerusaleni, referred to in preceding Lesson, Jesus '^ went out 
from the Temple" (ver. 1), and while "going on His way" (Rev. 
Yersion) the disciples, cither from national pride as Jews, proud of their 
position as a nation, or in the hope that the splendour and loveliness of 
the scene would touch His heart, pointed to the magnificent '^ building 
of the Temple " — ^the goodly stones (St. Luke 21. 6), the gates overlaid 
with gold and silver, the marble blocks (some 40 cubits long and 10 cubits 
high), the golden |;rape8 and golden doors, the terraces and courts and 
r'ch mosaics, the flights of steps rising higher and higher from court to 
court, leading at last to the Holy of Holies ; this building, not yet 
completed, although the workmen had been busy upon it for 50 years, 
filled the disciplea with wonder and admiration. Surely our Lord cannot 
refer to the destruction of a temple so beautiful, when He cried, *^ Your 
house is left unto you desolate " (ch. 23. 38) ; but His answer leaves no 
doubt— " Yerily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone 
upon another, that shall not be thrown down " (ver. 2). And so they 
turned away from the city that knew not the day of its visitation, and 
sadly and silentlv they crossed the brook Gedron and sat on the Mount 
of Olives (ver. 3). It was within three days of our Lord's crucifixion. 
Gethsemane lay at His feet Jerusalem, that had killed the prophets, 
and was now about to kill the Lord of Life and Glory, was just opposite. 
Knowing all things that should come to pass. He proceeds, in reply to 
the inquiry of Peter, James, and John, and Andrew, " when shall tbeee 
things be ? " to tell tbem of the signs of His Coming again^ and of the 
end of the world. See also St. Mark 13. 3-37, and St. Luke 21. 7-38. 



Repetition. 

{Examine on previous Lesson.) 

John and his three companions came 
privately (St. Mark 18. 8), saying. *' Tell up, 
when shall these things be?"— (1) the 
destruction of Jerusalem : (2) the coming 
in triumph of Christ; (8) the end of the 
world. 

We can easily imagine how great their 
anxiety must nave been to know more 
about these things. 

Think of London. Were its destruction 
foretold, how eager we should be to know 
all about the time and circumstances! 
Just 80 with the disciples. " See ye not all 
these things " (ver. 11). Take notice (our 
Lord, as it were, says), for as surely as ye 
Bee these stones and pillars and golden 
gates, so will the words of deetmction and 
ot prophecy be fulfilled. 

We nave seen how true with respect to 
Jerusalem the words were. Now let us 
examine the further prophecy regarding 
HU SBOOKD COMING. 



I.— Preparedness. 



1. False Teachers (ver. 4, 6, II). 

The disciples were to take heed and 
not be deceived by them. Many now 

grofess to teach in Christ's name, but 
old not IHs truth. Beware of them. 
We miftt be prepared for such evil 
workers. They are among the signs of 
His coming (ver. 28-27. 2Fet.8,4,and 
Isa. 58. 1). 

2. Times of Trouble (ver. 6-8). 

(1.) National. 

1far«,— such as when the Romans 
destroyed Jerusalem. 

.Ae6«;/ton,— such as In 1847-8, when 
the whole Continent of Europe was 
under revolt. 

Festilenees—iwth as when the cholera 
visited nearly every land. Troubles 
such as these are to precede the second 
coming, and. are signs of warning to 
prepare the way among His people. 
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Those who are looking for Ills coming 
take heed to these things. 

(8.) Personal (ver. 9, 10). 

The disciples were warned to prepare 
for heavy personal troubles— martyr- 
dom. Imprisonment, hatred— to be sadly 
fulfilled, e.g.t Stephen, stoned; James, 
beheaded; Peter, atteified; rauL be- 
headed, &c. Christians at Kome, burnt 
by order of the cruel l^ero. iSee 
•' Taettus.") 

And this cruelty still continues in 
Africa and elsewhere, and will continue 
till He appeareth. 

8. The Gospel as a IVitaess (ver. 14). 

The Gospel to be preached every- 
where, as a Witness. It does not sav 
that all shall receive it, but that all 
nations shall have It preached in their 
hearing. (iSee Lesson Ao. 10. Compare 
Acts 15. 14 ; ilabak. 2. 14.) Hence the 
reason why those who love Jesus seek 
to prepare for His second coming by 
sending Bibles and misfiionarles to the 
heathen, and so help to ha«iten the com- 
ing of the Lord (8 Pet. 8. U 18 ; Heb. 
10. 85). 

4. The Triumphal Appearing. 

a. The Circumstances. 

1. A sign in the heavens (ver. 80). The 
sign of His first advent was a ^ar. At 
His second advent there will also be a 
sign. 

2. The Son of Man (ver. 30) Christ will 
come in human form— all shall see 
Him. It is His humanity that will be 
glorified before men. 

8. The tribes of the earth shall mourn 
(ver. 80). The troubles mentioned in 

. ver. 89 bhali extend to every land. All 
nations shall be under the influence of 
terror. 

4. Gather together His elect (ver. 81). 
The angels will collect the living and 
the dead to assemble around Him 
when He appeareth. (Compare iThess. 
4. 16 and 17 ; 1 Cor. 15. 51, 62.) 

b. The Time of Ilia Coming. 

1. As surely as the branch of the fig- 
tree, when it putteth forth leaves, tells 
that summer is nigh (ver. 82) ; so im- 
mediately (ver. 29) after the signs, t.e.. 
"when ye shall see all these things' 
(ver. 88), we may know that the com- 
ing of Christ is near at hand. 

8. This generation, i.e., the human race 
(ver. 84), shall see the fulfilment of 
these things. Heaven and earth shall 
pass away (ver. 85), but the words of 
Christ are true, and can never fail. 

8. Th€U dap and hour (ver. 86) , unknown 
to any created being— even the angels 
know it not (see Acts 1. 7). 



IL— Watchfulness (ver. 37-44). 

Notice the loving care of Jesus. 
Although He knew that the cruel 
death was about to fall on Him (see 
Introduction)^ He thinks not of Him- 
self, but of ihose whom He came to 
save, and He, like the Gentle Shepherd 
(St. John 10. 11), who careth for His 
sheep, warns them of trouble and 
danger, and tells them and us :~ 



'% 



1. To Watch (ver. 42), Why ? 

For we know not the hour when 
te shall come. 
(8.) In order that we may not share the 
late of the godless who lived before the 
flood. 

Be always on the watch, like the 
faithful sentry on hia lonely walk, fie 
Is trained to watch— it is his dutg to 
watch; andhe/a«fo not to keep watch. 

2. To Prajoalways (St. Luke 21.36). 

(1.) That we may be kept from falling 
into worldly indulgence (ver. 88). 

(2.) That we majr have streng^th given 
us to fulfil our duty towards God and 
towards man. 

(8.) That we may have faith to look for, 
and to hasten by our prayers the com- 
ing of the Lord of Oloiy (Rev. 28. SO). 



III.— Faithfulness (ver. 45, 47). 

In the Church there are notff, and will 
be when the Lord comes, some who are 
faithful and wise ('* attentive ") ; others 
there are who merely make a profession 
of religion. , , 

The unfaithful are doomed to fearful 
punishment (ver. 48-61)— those who 
profess to follow Christ, and yet say, 
tn their heart (not outwardly, but with 
inward hvpocri*y). He delay eth His 
coming, shall be cast asunder— literally 
cut in pieces. Keinember, It is not the 
outwardly wicked who are thus spoken 
of, but the professing servants of Cnrlst, 
who are found unfaithful at last. 

Now contrast the condition and re- 
ward of the/ai^«/. 

1. The Condition (ver. 45). 

(X.) Activity. Each has something to do 
for the Lord— there are no idlers In His 
vineyard. Itis the duty of the ruler In 
the Lord's house to give the children 
bread. Ministers especially have to 
teach their flocks, in due season, the 
way of life. But teachers, parents, 
brothers, sisters, all have duties to do 
in the Lord's household— His Church. 

(2.) Reality: The work must be thorough 
and real— not a sJuim, Whatever our 
work for the Lord may be, we must be 
conscientious, and do it faithfully. 
Those only are blessed whom the Lord 
"shall find SO doing," i.e., just doing 
the little thing we have to do thoroughly 
and well. 

2. The Seward (ver. 46). 

(I.) Blessed. What is this? Just to be 
invited into the presence of the Lord. 
" Come, ye blessed of My Father " (ch. 
85. 84), will be the most joyous words 
which His servants will hear when 
** The Son of Man shall come in His 
glory" (ver. 80). 

And yet there Is a higher reward in 
store for the faithful. 

(8.) •* Ruler over all his goods " (ver. 47). 
Hitherto he had to act in small mattertt, 
now he will •* inherit the kingdom " 
(ch. 85. 84). Heaven is open, and its 
ioys and privileges are bestowed upon 
the fafthfnl in the earth. 

iFor *'• Lessons,' seepage 89.) 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 23. 



Subject: THE TEN VIRGINS. 



Daily Portions of 

Illustrative Readlngr for 

Teaohers and Scholars. 



St. Matthew. 
SUNDAY ... ch. 25. 1-13 



MONDAY 



» 



14-30 



TUESDAY ... „ 31-46 



WEDNESDAY... Ps. 45.10-17 



St. John. 
THURSDAY ... ch.2.1-11 



1 TSESSALONIANS. 

FRIDAY ... ch. 4. 13-18 



Rbvblation. 
SATURDAY ... ch. 19.4-10 



Ooloinn for Notes, Illastrations, &c. 



IMPORTANCE OF PREPARATION. 

You raay have read In history of that hero, who, 
when an overwhelming force was In full pursuit, 
and all his followers were urging him to more rapid 
flight, coolly dismounted to repair a flaw in Wb 
horse's harness. While busied with the broksn 
buckle the distant cloud swept down in nearer 
thunder; but just as the prancing hoofs and 
eager spears were ready to dash upon him, and like 
a swooping falcon, he had vanished from their 
view. The broken buckle would have left him on 
the fleld a dismounted and inglorious prisoner— 
the timely delay sent him in safety back to hi» 
comrades. There is in daily life the same luckless 
precipitancy, and the same profitable delay. The 
man who, from his prayerless awakening, bounces 
Into the business of the day, however good his 
talents and great his diligCLce. is only galloping 
upon a steed harnessed with a broken buckle, ana 
must not marvel if, in his hottest haste or most 
hazardous leap, he be left ingloriously In the dust; 
and, though ft may occasion some delay before- 
hand, his neighbour is wiser who sets out all in 
order before the march begins— /£«r../oAn Newton. 

APPLICATION. 

1. One thing needfiil. What is it ? (ver. 4.) 
And we must not be content with a little. 

Remember: 
(1.) It must be sought for now, and not put ofl 

till the last (ver. 8-18). 
(2.) It can be most easily sought for and procured 

when young (Prov. 8. 17). 
(3.) There is one way of getting it. and none 

other— we must ask for it (St. Luke II. 13). 
(4.) And lastly, to be sure that this one thing U 

genuine and true, we must put it to the test 

now, so as to be sure It will bear the test by- 

and-by (St. Matt. 6. 16). 
Now. ajpin ask— *• What is the one thing 

It is OocTs Holy Spirit dwelling in our liearts. 
He alone.can make us to shine-it is He who 
anoints us with oil (2 Cor. i. 2», 22), and can 
make us to endure unto the end. 

2. Examples ofEncouragement and of Warning. 



TiTlSE 

Mary (St. Luke 10 42). 

DiKipUt (St. Matt. 

19. tl). 
Hoses (Heb. 11. 25}. 



FOOLISH. 
Tonng Ruler (St. Luke 

18. 18). 
Judas (St. Matt. 28. 

47-49). 
fiaUam (2 Pet. 2. 15). 
"Whoso tmsteth In the Lord, happy Is he. 
The wise in heart shall be called prudent" 
(Prov. 16.20,21). / ^ 
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(St. Matthew 25. 1-13.) 

Learn —St Matthew, oh. 24. ver. 44. 



BRIEF 



rl— The Parable. 



SvT^lir. air-^e^^p^SSItion 



INTBODUGTION.— The discourse on the mountain aide had not yet ended. 
Words of woe and of destruction do not sum up the Gospel of Christ. 
Lessona of watcbfuhiess and faithfuhiees do not represent the whol6 
teaching which Jesus now Bets before His disciples. Trul j He would 
come again in great triumph ! But ** neither the day nor the hour " was 
to be revealed. A life of service lav before the disciples ; it was to be 
no half-hearted drowsy service whicn they would be called on to render. 
Talents would be committed to them (ver. 14-80), and these were to be 
used and not to lie dormant^like the one talent wrapped in a napkin. 
Talents of time and of opportunitv, of grace and of mercy, of wealth 
and even of poverty, of spiritual teaching and of earthly learning, 
distribated as the Lora willeth — to some^re, to some ^wo.and to another 
on0— all must be used in the Lord's vineyard : none to lie idle I How 
to be useful unto the end ; how to pray and not to faint ; how to watch 
for the Lord, and to be ready at His appeariog ; how to make timely 
provifiion for our spiritual wants ; these are illustrated in the Parable of 
the Ten Virgins. lafe in the Lord is the keynote of this parable. 



I.— The Parable. 
The dnmiDstanoes. 

Parable Bpoken on Mount of Olives 
two days before the Crucifixion. Re-call 
Incidents of previous Lesson. These 
were among the last words of our Lord's 
public teaching on earth. The last words 
of a dying friend are very solemn : how 
much more so when spoken by our Lord I 

1. The Bridegroom (ver. 1). 

According to Jewish custom, the 
bridegroom, accompanied by his friends, 
"the children of the bride-chamber" 
est. Matt. 9. 15. Compare St. John 8. 29), 
went to the house of the bride, and took 
her with great ceremony to his own 
house or home. The bride had also com- 

S anions (Ps. 4S. 14, U), Who went with 
er on the way. 

2. The Virgins (ver. 1-9). 

Ten in number. This was not an 
aocidenta. number, bntformed a ** com- 
pany " (see Ruth 4. S). 

a. Their duties. 

1. They toot their lamps (ver. 1), mar- 
riages in the East being then cele- 
brated, as they are now, at night. 

9. They went forth to meet the Inndegroom 
•• and the bride " (ver. 1). (The latter 
words are found in some early ver- 
sions.) 



6. How performed. 

1. All are careful as to outward observ- 
ance. They take oil in their lamps. 

S. They are subject to the same natural 
conditions which belong to human life 
—while waiting for the procession, all 
fall asleep. 

Z. The distinction (ver. 2-12). 



Five Wise, 
Took oil in their 
vessels, with their 
lamps (ver. 4). 

Sleep comes upon 
them, the lamp gets 
dim: but when the 
cry is heard (ver. 
6), they soon re- 
plenish the oil, and 
are ready to join 
the bridegroom 
and his bride. But 
have no oil to spare 
(ver. 9). 



Five Foolish. 

Took their lamps, 
but had no reser?e 
of oil (ver. 8). 

Waiting is weary 
work; something, 
tbey think, delays 
the bridegroom's 
coming. But when 
the cry goes forth, 
they ask of their 
companions for oil : 
for their lamps 
were "going out" 
(ver. 8). 



8. The Marriage (ver. 6). 

(1.) ** At midnight there was a cry.** The 
sleepers are startled. The multitude 
are shouting as the bridal procession 
passes along. It is impossible to sleep 
now, so the virgins awake! **Oo ye 
out to meet him^' (ver. 6). They hear 
the cry. To the wise It brings joy— to 
the foolish confusion. 
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(2.) The procession oAvances. Those that 
are read}/ enter with the bridegroom 
into the marriage feast. 

(3 ) The door is shut (ver. 10). The 
foolish ask their companions for oil : 
then go to buv, and then in haste 
return. They Knock and cry, ** Lord, 
Lord!" but it is too late I The day 
of opportunity is gone. "Verily I 
say unto you (foollsn virgins), I know 
you not" (ver. 12). " Too late f" is the 
answer from within .and they are shut 
out! 



II.— The Meaning. 

Citxumstances to be remembered. This 
Parable of our Lord had special reference 
to His promised coming again (ch. 84.80; 
Dan. 7. 13, 14). He had already warned 
them (ver. 27)— 

(1.) Of His sudden appearing. 

(8.) That the world would be going on 
without concern, very much engaged 
as in preceding centuries of its history 
(ver. 87,89). 

(8.) But that it would be a terrible time 
of separation, and that no ties on earth 
could spare the indifferent at His com- 
ing. Love for His disciples and for 
Hia Church leads Him to speak this 
Parable, so that they might not, in 
that day, be taken unawares. 

1. Who is tbe Bridegroom? 

The Ron of Man (see ver. 13) -Christ 
Jesus our Lord. John Baptist teaches 
that our Lord came to earth for His 
Jiride-the Church, «.«., His faithful 
followers (St. John 3. 28-30). And St. 
Paul shows that his special work was 
to seek out those who should be pre- 
sented unto Christ (2 Cor. 11. 2). 

Such is the work of every minister, 
teacher, or parent, who seeks to train 
: the Iambs of Christ's flock. 

2. Who are the Virgins? 

(1.) The great company of professing 
Christians, i.e., every baptized follower 
of Jesus. tDho cares enough about Him as 
to live in outward observance of the 
Gospel privileges. 

The Parable does not refer to the 
really bad and wicked people who care 
nothincr about Christ. These do not 
take the trouble to hear the Gospel story 
of His love and of His coming again. 

(2.) The virgins in some things are all 
alike. 

a. They confess to the same faith and 
hope tnat the bridegroom will come. 
They attend to the like duties and 
outward service, each carrying the 
lamp of ofBoe, and obeying eagerly the : 
first call to go forth. i 

How like this is to the first religions 
impressions at Conflrma'ion, or at I 
first Holy Communion, or when first ' 
we learn to value prayer ! 

b. They all slumbered and slept. This 
equally applied to the wi»e and the 
foolish. Sleep is not wrong; it is 
necessary to the body, as much as 
taking food and exercise and enffftg- 
Ing in rlghtfttl pursuits. The Lord 
may come when we are engaged in 
^tner the one or the other : but it is 
not for this that there will he con- 
demnation. 



(8.) Wherein then is the diflference? 
The WUe. The Foolish. 
The minister may Until the hour of 
die in the pulpit trial came they put 
(such has often off sclf-examina- 
been the case), the tion. Then they 
merchant at his were in a great 
counting - house, flutter and excite- 
the soldier on the ment. 
battle- field, the Tbe foolish were 
sailor in the storm, like many in all 
the miner by an ages, content to be 
explosion ; each outwardly reli- 
may be engaged at gious, but had uo« 
the post of duty deep trust in God- 
when ' the call they had not laid 
comes, or may be up treasures in 
slumbering and off heaven. At mid- 
guard— but those night they went in 
only are wise who their own strength 
have not put off to get oil, but we 
preparation till the are not told that 
last. they got it. 

(4.) What is the Oi7? 

St. John describes it as the Unction 
from the Holy One (I John 2. 20. 27, i8) - 
God's Holy Spirit dwelling in the heart 
of man. The If m«. '* quench not the 
Spirit" (IThess. 5. la). 

3. When shall the Bridegroom come? 

(1.) "The l..ord from heaven shall de- 
scend with a shout" (i Thess. 4. 16). 
The voice of the Archangel shall sound 
the alarm. 

(2.) '* At midnight" (ver. 6), "like a 
Thief in the night" (1 Thcsf. 6. 2), will 
He come. "Watch, therelore" (ver. 
18). The Jews used to thmk that their 
Ue^siah would come suddenly, at mid- 
night, like as at the departure from 
Egypt, from bondage to liberty (Ex. 12. 
S9). So will the appearing of our Liord 
be— at a time the most unexpected, and. 
it may be, when we are most inclined 
to slumber, and least expect Him. 

(3.) He comes note. 

a. When souls are taken from this life 
—that is " the coming of the Lord to 
them"; and 

b. At time<i of revival in Ills Church— 
e.g., the Day of Pentecost, when by His 
Spirit Ho came with power to His 
Church. 

4. What shall the Separation he? 

(1.) The trimming of the lamps only 
shows how self-deceived some remain 
to the last. They have not tested their 
faith, but put off doing so till " a more 
convenient season." And then the light 
of eternity reveals their emptiness, and 
each stes himself as he really is in God's 
Bight. 

(2.) Our Lord tells what the separation 
shall be (ver. 81 -46), when the sheep 
shall be divided from the goats. 

None shall escape in that day. Be- 
fore Him shall be gathered all nations 
(ver. 32). Every child born into the 
world will hear the cry, " Behold the 
Bridegroom cometh ! " 

Those who are wise, now, and not 
when it is too Inte— those who have 
learnt to serve and honour Him in this 
life— shall enter in ; but the foolish, the 
unready, those whose religion has been 
a mere ^* form of godliness," will be shut 
out from His presence, and upon them 
will the door be rtiut (Prov. 1. %). 
{W.^ApplUMtton, see page 79.) 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 24. 



Subject: THE LAST SOPPER. 



Dally Portions of 

Illustrative Readlngr for 

Teacliers and Soliolars. 



SUNDAY 



St. Matthew. 
... ch. 26. 1-13 



MONDAY 



n 



14-25 



TUESDAY 



)) 



26-35 



WEDNESDAY... 



» 



36 46 



THURSDAY ... „ 47-66 



. FRIDAY 



... „ 57-75 



Revelation. 
SATURDAY ...ch. 6.1-14 



Column fbr Notes, niustratlons, &o. 



CEREMONIES OF THE PASSOVER. 

The ceremonies of the Paschal Sapper were, 
when fully carried out. very elaborate. The general 
order can be best understood by grouping them 
around the four cups of voine. The party being 
assembled, the head of the family gave thanks, 
using the words. ** Praise be to Thee, O Lord our 
God, the King of the world, Who hast created the 
fruit of the vine"; after which the frst cup was 
passed round. A general washing of hands fol- 
lowed, the "bitter herbs" (Ex. 12.8) were eaten, 
and explanations given in reply to a question by 
one of the younger members. The first part of the 
*' Ilallel," or song of praise, comprising Ps. 118 
ond 114, was then sung. Then came the second cup 
of wine, after which the householder dipped a piece 
of bread with some herbs in the Charoseth and ate 
it, saying, *'This is the bread of affliction, which 
our fathers ate in Egypt." The meal was then pro- 
ceeded with and finished, being concluded with the 
ihwd cupt called the ** cup of blessing." The sing- 
ing of the rest of the Hallel, viz., Ps. 115-118, 
followed, and thf> fourth cup concluded the feast.— 
Life of Our Lord {Eugene Stock). 



THE EUCHARIST. 

** Took bread, and blessed it, and brake it." Luke 
has *'gave thanks" instead of "blessed." but the 
meaning is nearly the same. From the Greek 
word whicn means "giving of thanks" is derived 
our *' Eucharist." The bTes.<%ing, "changed the 
bread, not in substance, not in quantity, not In 
quality; but in use, in purpose, in sanctity."— 
Bp. Harold Browne^ Expo. Art, 



TBASSQBSTANTIATIOH. 

The Komlsh doctrine of' transubstantiation, 
which teaches that by consecration there is a con- 
version of the whole substance of the bread and 
wine into the substance of Christ's body and blood, 
is strongly opposed to the fact that when our Lord 
said the words " This is My Body," He was present 
in His natural body before the eyes of the Apostles. 
If it be said that Christ's body is now a spiritual 
body, and that therefore what could not be then 
can be now, this is to deny that the Apostles at 
that time partook of the real Sacrament —-i^. 
Walsham Hove, 
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(St. Matthbw 26. 26-85.) 

Learn-'1 Corinthians, ch, 11, ver. 25. 



T*PTT?w ( I-— The Prepapation. 
bttxSJipv \ II.— The Institution. 
BUMMABY. Ill ..Tiie Paptioipation. 



INTRODUCTION.—" Ye know that after two days the Paasover cometh, and 
the Son of Man is delivered up to be cmcified " (ver. 2, Bey. Version). 
Oar Lord spake these words on the Tuesday evening of Passion Week ; 
the Wednesday and Thursday, until the evening, were spent at Bethany. 
Judas in the meantime had *^ covenanted " fver. IM with the chief 
priests to betray our Lord for thirty pieces of silver. The high priests — 
Annas and Caiaphas — the elders, and scribes had held an assembly and 
"consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill Him" 
(ver. df^)* They found a willing agent in the traitor, Judas. 

St. Paul (who was expresslv taught bv our Lord) says to the 
Corinthians, " I have received of the Lord tnat which also I delivered 
unto you, that the Lord Jesus, the same night in which He was betrayed, 
took bread" .... (1 Cor. 11,23). There is an admitted difficulty 
in assigning the institution of " The Lord's Supper " to a definite stage 
in the various Paschal observances held by the Jews, but without ent^- 
ing into minutise on this particular point, it may be observed, that the 
Evangelists and St Paul unite on the main fact, viz., that on the night 
of our Lord's betrayal " The Lord's Sapper " was instituted, and the 
commandment was given, " This do in remembrance of Me." And the 
Charch, ever since that memorable evening, has never ceased to observe 
her Lord's command. 



I.— Preparation. 

1. The Time. 

(1.) Oa Wednesday and Thnrsday we 
find our Lord is resting in quiet with 
His disciples at Bethany. (See Intro- 
ductUm.) 

(2.) The evening of Thursday, being 
the commencement of 14tb Nlsam 

iEx. 12. 6), preparation for keeping the 
*assoyer is being made in every house 
In Jerusaiem and neighbourhood. 

(S.) The people from all parts of the 
country (ue Leuon No. 19) are now 
assembled at the Holy City, and prob- 
ably 200,000 lambs are about to be 
offered in sacrifice,* in solemn remem- 
brance of the night in which the angel, 
passing over the bouses of the Israelites, 
upon which the blood of a slain lamb 
was sprinkled, and slew the first-born 
in every house of the Egyptians 
where there was no blood on the door- 
posts (Ex. 12. 18, 23). 

(4.) Every house In Jerusalem was 
swept, and every portion of leaven 
destroyed, in remembrance of the sud- 
den departure from the house of bond- 
age (Ex. 12. 89), and their escape from 
the hands of the Egyptians. 



2, The Place. 

(1.) During the Thursday the disciples 
asked. *' Where wilt Thou that we pre- 
pare for Thee to eat the Passover?" 
(ver. 17.) Some of the people kept It 
at Bethany— it was lawful according 
to the Jewish rabbinical law to do so. 
Perhaps the disciples may have 
thought that the quiet of Bethany, 
away from the angry priests and 
elders, was safer, and would be chosen. 
Or it may be that He purposely con- 
cealed the place from tnem until His 
hour was come (St. John 18. 1). For 
one amongst them had turned traitor, 
and was plotting to betray Him (ver. 
li-16). 

(2.) '* Oo ye into the city to such a man " 
(ver. 18). St. Mark says that two dis- 
ciples were chosen for this duty (ch. 
14. 18) ; and in St. Luke (ch. 22. 8) we 
see that Peter and John were the 
chosen disciples (not Judas) for this 
duty of making ready for the Passover. 
Juffas had the bag (St. John 18. 29) ; 
and there was the provision for the 
feast to be made— a ?am6, bitter herbSj 
unleavened cake, wine, to be purchased 
—but he is not to t>e trusted now. Our 
Lord, who knew all things, kept him 
in ignorance of the place where He 
would eat the Passover till the evening 
(ver. 20). 



• »• Life of Christ," vol. 
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(St. Matthew 26. and 27.) 

Learn— 1 John, ch, 1, ver. 7. 



■nuTTTT? ( I* — Sorrow. 

SUMMARY. I iii._Deatll. 



INTRODUCTION.— The "Hour" of trial was now come. Separation, mock- 
ing, and crael death lav acroes our Lord's path. The Supper wa3 
ended ; the traitor had left the upper room on his fatal errand. All 
this was known to the Saviour. How then are the moments that remain 
spent? Look at St. John's Gospel, eh. 14.-17, and what do we find? 
No selfish thought, but intense concern for His beloved disciples. He 
is about to leave them ; but onlj to prepare a Borne for them above 
(ch. 14. 2). He leaves them in the world, but will come again and 
receive them. It is expedient He should go away; but the Comforter 
will be sent unto them. He may be absent from them in body, yet they 
are united to Him as truly as the branches are to the vine. Sorrows 
I and trials await them ; but that is only because of their love to Him, 

and they will count it joy to suffer with Him. Then " Let Dot your 
hearts be troubled," saith the Lord. Why? They believe in God, 
therefore are they encouraged to believe in Jesus. With such exhorta* 
tions are they comforted ^fore they leave the supper table ; and then 
in solemn prajer the Son prayeth to the Father (ch. 17.), that they 
may be ** sancttjed through the trvth " ; that others may believe " through 
thetr word " ; and that *' they all mag be one" as the Father and the Son 
"are one" (ver. 22). "When Jesus had spoken these words, He went 
forth with His difciples over the brook Cedron " (St. John 18. 1). 



I.— Sorrow. 

(Read ch. 28. 36 46.) 

1. In Getbsemane. 

(1.) A place on the western slope of the 
Mount of Olives. Here had He spent 
many hourn in prayer, alone, and with 
His disciples. Many of the Parables 
and sayings spoken here. 

(2.) " Jesus began to be sorrowful " 
(ver. 87). He led His dificiples over 
the brook Cedron (St. John 18. 1)— on« 
absent ; three, Peter, James, and John, 
are taken further acide as witnesses of 
His *' exceeding sorrow" (ver. 88). 
These three had seen the transfigura- 
tion on another mount, when Mof^es 
and Ellas spake of His death. (See 
Leuon No. 15.) Now again our \jotA is 
changed in visage, and bowed down in 
sorrow, ** even unto death,** Prophecy 
most truly fulfilled. " fiehold, and see 
if there be any sorrow like unto My 
sorrow" (Lam. 1. 12). 

8. WhysoSorrowital? 

(1.) Martyrs and many holy men of old 
have l>een brave in face of death ; so 
this covld not 6« all His sorrow. 

(2.) The disciples are asked to "watch 



with Me " (ver. 88). But instead thcrjr 
fall asleep. Is it because of His soli- 
tude and coming desertion by the dis- 
ciples that His sorrow bows Him 
down ? Men have died alone, deserted, 
despised; but JJis sorrow was more 
than this. 

(8.) His sorrow includes all these, and 
more. The agony, the bloody sweaty 
the cry, " O, My Father, if this cup 
may not pass away from Me except I 
drink it, Thy will be done" (ver. 42), 
thrice repeated, refused, rejected; this 
was His sorrow I 

(4.) Why so great? Because He was 
made stn for us (2 Cor. 5. 91), wounded 
for our transgressions (Tsa. 68. 4, fi). 
The sins of the whole world bow^ 
Him down. 

Sin separates from Ood ; and He who 
knew no sin is made sin, and at length 
on the Cross is heard the bitter cry, 
" Why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " 

This is the Borrow— separation from 
God. 

Lesson: Thank Ood, the cause of 
sorrow Is removed. Sin is taken away, 
and all who believe in Jesus are 
brougfu nigh through the ** blood of 
His Cross ^ (Kom. 8. 24, 25 ; Col. 1. 90 ; 
and Eph. 2. 16). 
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II.- Condemnation. 

1. The Traitor. 

Jadas knew well the place where our 
Lord had gone with the disciples. 
Often had be listened to the Saviour's 
words in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

It was now beyond eventide (ch. 26. 
80). We have seen how much had in- 
tervened since all sat down to supper. 
So at midnight a great multitude with 
swords and staves, from the chief 
priests and elders of the people, came 
out of the city, through the eastern 
gate (St. Stephen's). 

These were not the common people^ 
but some of the chief priests, ** captains 
of the Temple," " officers," *' servants," 
and other officials. Malehtts was one 
of the servants of the high priest. 

2. The Arrest 

This was efTected at midnight. Why ? 
(St. Matt. 26. 5.) 

Judas guided the party, gave them a 
sign, and directed them to " hold Him 
Ai*<"(ver. 48,49). 

What would be thought of a soldier 
who had deserted ana gone over to 
the enemy, told all the plans of those 
whom he had left, and guided a band 
secretly to get posseasiou of a fortress? 

Again (suppose this done), what 
would t>e thought of his conduct if he 
went up to the commander to shake 
hands and pretended to be true and 
faithful, when this was only a sign to 
betray him ? 

How natural arethe feelings of Peter 
(ch. 2a. fil ; and St. John 18. 10). But 
now did the Commander, the Great 
Captain of our salvation, act? (St. 
Luke 22. 61.) How had He taught? 
(St. Matt. 5. 44.) Surely at least Mal- 
chus would not join any longer in 
wicked acts against the Lord. (See 
St. John 18. 26.) 

This is a great warning. Many, like 
Dives.thinktheywonld believe if they 
could only have a visit of an angel, or 
see some great sign, then they would 
believe : but here is a man upon whom 
a miracle is wrought, and yet he does 
not believe. 

. 8. The Trial (ch. 26. 57). 

(1.) Before Annas (St. John 18. 18). 

St. John gives fuller particulars of 
the trials, and he alone tells us of the 
circumstances that occurred before 
Annas, the aged high priest, who was 
now more than 70 years of age. He 
had been deposed by the Bomans, who 
appointed Vaiaphas, his son-in-law, 
high priest in his stead. The officers 
of the Jews, however, acknowledged 
the priestly authority of Annas, and 
took Jesus before him in the first in- 
stance. Here our Lord was questioned. 
and struck by the Jewish officials, aod 
then, in the dead of night, He was sent 
across the court to Caiaphas. bound, 
as a sign of His condemnation (St. 
John 18. 22-24). 
(2.) Before Caiaphas. 

** 'J hey sought false witness agafnut 
Jesus to put Him to death" (ch. 26. fiO). 
But they did not agree. Jesus was 
silent'* and held His peace." At huit 
In despair the high priest asked, 
** Whether Thou art the Christ, the Son 



of Ood"; and to this our Lord replied, 
*• Thou hastsaid," i.e., " /am " (ver.64). 
** Blasphemy,'* cried the high priest. 
*'Whttt think ye?" They aoswered, 
" J£e is guilty of death " (ver. 66). 
Ifote.— It was now, while being led from 
court to court, and pa^ising a noisy 
crowd, that our Lord heard Peter deny- 
ing Him With oaths (ver. 72). He and 
John had followed at a distance. John 

falned admission to the palace, but 
eter stood without. 
" The Lord turned and looked upon 
Peter "-^ti look of torrow, nnd of love, 
which melted Peter's heart (ver. 75). 

(8.) Before the Sanhedrim. 

At the early dawn, when the morn- 
ing was ceme (ch. 27. 1), He was led 
before the Sanhedrim. It was probably 
now about six o'clock. The lull San- 
hedrim met (except, probably, Mco- 
demus and Joseph of Arlmathsa), and 
were determined He should die, al- 
though they had no power to Inflict 
death (St. John 18. 31). They bound 
Him and led Him before Pontius 
Pilate, the Roman governor (ver. 2). 

When Judas saw this— that Jesus 
was handed over, condemned, and to 
be crucified— filled with remorse and 
despair he cried, " / hare sinned," but 
was met with scorn. " What is thai to 
us t " There is only one refuge for the 
sinner, and that is Christ, whom Judas 
despised. Now in despair he went out 
ana hanged himself (ver. 3-10). 

(4.) Before the Governor (ver. 11-28). 

Every child in the land has learnt 
the words *' Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate" (Apostles^ Creed). 

The whole council consulted, and 
bound Jesus, and led Him (irith a cord 
round Uis neck, so it is said in early 
tradition) before Pilate (St. Mark 16. 1) 
into the judgment hall. 

And thereafter mocking taxCi scourg- 
ing, and false accusation — against 
Pilate's own judgment, against the 
expressed wish of his wife; after 
sending Jesus to Herod, who *' set Him 
at nought" (St. Luke 28. 7-11), but did 
nothing to relieve Filateof his respon- 
sibility, he yielded to the cry of the 
multitude, "Away with this Man," 
and gave Him up to be crucified. 

III.— Death. 

(1.) " He is brought as a Iamb to the 
slaughter"; "He was taken from 
prison and from judgment": "He 
made His grave with the wicked" 
(Isa. 68). O how terribly were these 
words of prophecy fulfilled. 

(2.) The Holy Jesus scourged, publicly 
stripped, hands tied and fastened to a 
pillar. His back smitten with leathern 
thongs until the blood gushed out ! 

(30 He was made to bear His Cross. 
Two malefactors chosen to die with 
Him. They wend their way through 
the crowds, who a few days before had 
shouted, "Hosauna to the Son of 
David " ; now He is the despised and 
rejected of men. Yet there are some 
who mourn (St. Luke 28. 27). 

(4.) He is led as far as Golgotha, and 
there nailed to the Cross— To DIB. 

But listen to some words He bftth 
yet strength to say, " Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do ! ** 

(** Reflections," see page 78.) 
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NOTES OF LESSONS.-No. 26. 



Subject: LIFE: THE RESURRECTION. 



Dally Portions of 
IllustratlYe Reading fbr 
Teaohen and BcholarB. 



St. Matthbw. 
SUNDAY ...ch.28.M0 



MONDAY ... ,, 11-20 



Job. 
TUESDAY ... ch« 19.23-29 



Romans. 
WEDNESDAY... oh. 6. Ml 



1 CORIKTHIANS. 

THURSDAY ... ch. 16. 1-8 



FRIDAY 



1 St. Petxr. 
ch« 1.1-9 



1 C0BIIITHIA11& 
SATURDAY ... ch. 15. 51-^8 



Oolnmn for Notes, IllTutratlona, fto. 



THE OL0S7 AMD MAJEST7 WITH WHICH 
CflSIST fiOSE FROM THE DEAD. 

We are told that there was a great earthquake. 
We are told that ** the Augel of the Lord descended 
from heaven, and came and rolled 4>ack the stone 
from the door of the sepulchre, and sat upon it." 
We need not suppose that our blessed Lord needed 
the help of any angel, when He came forth from 
tbe grave. We need not for a moment doubt that 
He rose again by His own powf>r ; but it pleased 
Uod that His resurrection should be accompanied 
and followed by signs and wonders. It peemed 
good that the earth hhonld shake, and a glorious 
augel appear, when the Son of Uod arose Irom the 
dead a>4 a conqueroV. 

Let us not fail to see in the manner of our Lord's 
resurrection, a type and a pledge of the resurrec- 
tion of His believing people. Tap grave could not 
hold Him beyond the appointed time, and It shall 
not be able to hold them. A glorious angel was a 
witness of His risinir. and glorious angels shall be 
messengers who shall gather believers when they 
rise again. He rose with a renewed body, and yet 
a body, real, true, and material ; and so hhall His 
people have a gloxious body, and be like Him. 
** When we see Him we shall be like Him " (1 John 
8. i).—BuAop Kyle. 



JOT FOR ALL PEOPLE. 

(1.) The early Christians on Raster mom used to 
say to each other, *'The Lord is risen I" and 
then in reply, **■ He is risen indeed." 

(8.) The apostles were eye-wltuesses of His death 
and burial and resurrection (Acts 2. 32). 

(8.) Jewish writers bore testimony that Jesus 
appeared to His disciples after His crucifixion 
(see Josephus Antiq., 18. 8, Leuon No. 1). 

(4.) Our Church now teaches us to say—'* By Thy 

glorious resurrection . . . good Lord deliver us." 

Ko that there is a complete chain of evidence 

of the fact that Christ Jesus rose from the dead. 

St. Paul tearhes that if Christ be not risen, 

then is our faith vain (I Cor. 15. 14). We are 

Jet in our sins, for there has been no other 

But thanks be unto Ood — " Christ u risen 
from the dead " (1 Cor. 15. 20). 

'* When Thou hadst overcome the sharpness 
of death. Thou didst open the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers " (TV Deum). 

** Olnry to Ood in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men" (St. Luke 2. 14). 

Therefore may all people sing with JOY, 
Hallelujah- Amen. 

81 



^0. 26.— |[ott8 of I^MSons m Si. ^M^tb's (SofSftl 



(St. Matthew 28. 1-10.) 

Learn-St John, ch. 11. ver. 25. 



BRIEF 



( I.— The Truth of the Resurreotion. 



HTTiiJiurAttv \ II.— The Triumph of the Resurreotion. 
bUMMAiix. j III _xhe Joy of the Resurrection. 



INTBODXJOTIOK.— The sad eloom of death sat heayil;^ upon the small bend 
who followed Jeans. Their hearts were filled with dismaj, and their 
faith was blighted. The trial and erucifizion of their Lord had 
<" scattered the flock" (ch. 26. 81), and the boldest of the disciples had 
even denied Him with an oath. Tmly he had ** trodden the wine-press 
alone." *'Beproach hath broken my heart," saith the PsalmiBt; ^'I 
looked for some to take pit^, bnt there was none " (Ps. 69. 20) ; words 
« which had their literal fnldlment on the cross, when, with a cry, He 
<' yielded np the Ghost" (ch. 27. 60), and died of a broken heart. He 
** ponred ont His sonl nnto death " (Isa. 68. 12). We axe called npon, 
in this Lesson, to make a quick transition from the ''night of sadness 
to the mom of gladness," from the feelings of despair to those of joy 
and triumph, as we follow the disciples on that first *' EcuUr Mom ^ to 
the tomb where Jesus lajr. Our Church recognises this, as tlie first 
thought of the day, when in the words in the fiaster anthem we say, 
''Ghris^ our Panovert is sacrificed for us, therefore let us keep the 
feast" (1 Cor. 6. 7). It is a feast of joy and of triumph^ the trtdh of 
which must be for erer held in thankful remembrance. 



I.— The Truth of the Resur- 
reotion. 

(a.) ChrisUB Burial, 

1. Giremnstanees. 

(1.) The Cbnrch teaches us the import- 
ance of this fact 

**By Thy death and burial, good 
Lord deliver us " [Litany), 

(2.) Had the Boman custom been adopted 
our Lord's body would have been left 
hanirtng on the tree, to be devoured 
by the vultures or ravens or wild 
animals of thecountry. It was a cursed 
death to be crucified, and decent burial 
was not thought of by the Bomans. 

(8.) Jewish tradition and the Mosaic law 

Bovided differently (see Deut. 91. SS, 
), and kind hearts and loving hands 
were, near, and had enough courage, 
now that He wu dead^ to go unto 
Pilate, and beg the body of Jesus. 

2. The Two Rulers. 

00 /MqpAo^ilHmalAaw— the same who 

JrobatMy nad given up his room to 
esus and His disciples the preceding 
night, in which they prepared the Pass- 
over. He was a foUoWer of Jesus (St. 
John 10. 88), but seereUf, for fear of the 
Jews. He was a rich man, and u 
member of the Sanhedrim, and could go 
into the govemor'shonse freely, which 
be now Ctoee boldlp (St. Mark U, 48). 



He buys fine linen in which to wrap 
the body of Jesus, and gives np his 
new tomb, which had been hewo out 
of a rock, close to Golgotha, and there 
he buries our Lord. 
(8.) /fieodemue—the same who came to 
Jesus by night (St. John 8. 1 and 19. 88). 
He was also near at hand, and had 
brought 100 lbs. weight of spices for 
the burial. 

This was a costly offering, which be 
freely gave in loving devotion. 

These two men had not consented to 
the crucifixion of our Lord, when the 
(Council had hastily met in the morn- 
ing to raise a charge against Him (St. 
Luke 88. fil). 

8. other Motimera. 

*• There stood by the Cross of Jesus 
His mother! " (St. John 18. 85-87). also 
the beloved disciple (John), and the 
two Marys, who '* beheld how His body 
was laid^' (St. Luke 88. »). 

4. The Time of Burial. 

(1.) ** When the even was come" (ch. 

S. 07), on the day which we now call 
OOD FBIDAT, the day before the 
Jewish Sabbath (St. John 19. 81), His 
body was taken down and buried in 
the tomb hewn out bf a rock. 
(8.) •* It was about the sixth hour " (our 
mid-day) when our Lord wascmcifledt 
and at the ninth hour (our 8 o'clock), 
when He cried with a loud voice and 
died on the (}roM for tinftil man. * 
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{b.) Christ'* Remrnction. 
1, Jiwish Fneaotlai*. 
no The j«ni hid Iriumjihul, u [her 



vbLle u >a0w iter. 3j. 
(t.j "Tnethlnldn He roM tgnln Iiom 

The Jew* ntkonert auj i»n of a any 



II.— The Trituaph of the Re- 

sarreotlon. 
1. Trivnvh orar Hii EngmieB, 

{»^When_tbe^w»ieh hud ; 
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He cwna In die tor tbe tlm o( tue 
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III.— The J07S of the Reaor- 
reottou. 
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ajTi 



1. Jar, of ths Earl; Tuitora (ver. 1). 

(!T(?«~<Hs«i¥era the Bione '< rolled 
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ScriptuRa' (Kt. JobD in. *). and ther 
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(Act» M1-3W- 
2. Jof br all PeopU. . (&eiNi^Bl.) 



HINTS FOR BIBLE TEACHUa AT HOME. 



1. With tlie Young. 

(1.) Beffln early.— Use any devioe to aoenstom a child to handle rererently 
the Word of Grod, and to learn passagea and texts by heart. But re- 
member one thing — ^never let this be done as a tcuk or as a punishment. 

An infant, jast beginning to learn the letters, may b^ happily taught 
by the use of its " play-bricks '* or ** picture-letters,'' to form sacred 
words. Simple Scripture lessons may then be taught, which will never 
be forgotten in after years.. 

(2.) Scripture PiotiLres.— Provide a liberal supply of these for little 
children. They are taught a great deal more easily and naturally by 
the eye than by the ear. Many a child has learnt the outline of 
Scripture-story, almost self-taught, in this way. 

Keep a reserve of Scripture pictures and special toys for Sundays, 
This will help to make the day joyful and happj to the little ones. 



2. When they can Read. 

(1.) As the children grow older and can read and write, then comes in the 
use of penj pencil, and paper. Happy hours may be rightly spent 
(a) in drawing a Scripture illustration; {b) in composing Scvipture 
clocks, or other devices with texts; (c) in reading the books of the 
Bible to find out special objects of interest. The birds and animals, the 
flowers and trees, the battles and events in the world's history'; in fact an 
endless variety is legitimately presented in the Bible to suit the taste of 
every child. They, may be taught to take a delight in searching 
through the Scriptures, and in doing so none can doubt but that the 
** Written Word" will create its impress on the child's mind. 

(2.) Take one example. Suppose children at the seaside, away from their 
books. It is not always easy to know how to occupy a Sunday or a wet 
day profitably ; but start them ofE in a search through the Book of 
Psalms, for instance, to look for, the passages in which the Psalmist 
describes the sea, and the children will be greatly interested. 



3. With Advanced Children. 

. The early training may now be expected to bear fruit. Bible itndy 
win now maintain its hold on the children, and by God's blessing it 
may be earnestly hoped that those so taught will speedily become 
teachers in Sunday-schools and workers for GK>d as opportunity presents 
itself. 
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